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P RETFAC E

DucaTion, though of great
importance to the public, as
well as to individuals, is no where
carried on in any perfet manner.
Upon the revival of arts and fcien-~
ces in Europe, the learned langua~
ges, being the only inlets to know-
ledge, occupied almoft the whole
time that commonly can be fpared
for. education. Thefe languages.
are and will always be extremely
ornamental ; but though they have:
become lefs effential to education -
than formerly, yet the fame plan
continues without much variation..
We never think of making impro- e--
ments, becaufe cuftom and fami-
liarity hide the defeds of the efta--
blifhed plan.

THE faculty of refle&ting, and
forming general obfervations, is ca-
a3 pable:

1
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pableof greatimprovements by pro-
per exercife. This branch of educa- |

tion, though capital,is not cultivated
with due care. Nature, in her

courfe, begins with particulars, and
afcends gradually, to whatis gencral
and abftra&. But nature is ill fe-
conded in the ordinary courfe of e-
ducation. We are firft employed, it
is true, in languages, geography, hi-
ftory, natural philofophy, fubjeds
that deal in particulars. But, at one
bound, we are carried to the moft
abftra& ftudies ; logics, for exam-
ple, and metaphyfics. Thefe in-
deed give exercife to the reafoning.
faculty ; but it will not be faid that
they are the beft qualified for initia-
ting a young perfon in the art of rea-
foning, Their obfcurity and intri- -
cacy unfit them for that office. Here
then is evidently a void, which muft
be filled up, if we wifh that edu-
cation fhould be fuccefsful, To im-
prove
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PREFACE i ., -

‘prove the faculty of abftracting,

- and gradually to lead us from par-
ticular facts to general propofitions,
the tender mind ought at fir(t tobe
exercifed in obfervations of the
fimpleft kind, fuch as may eafily
be comprehended. ,To that end,

. the fubje& ought, by all means, ta
be familiar; and it ought alfo to be
agreeable and inftrucive.

IN the prefent colle@ion, human
nature is chofen for the fubje&; be-
caufe it is of all the moft familiar,
and not lefs inftru&ive than familiar. .
In this fubje& there are indeed ma-~
ny intricate parts, that require the
matureft underftanding. But this.
little effay is confined to the rudi-
ments of the{cience, and no maxim

~or obfervation is admitted, but
whatis plain, and eafily apprehend-
ed. Apothegms that refolve into a
play of words, which fwell every
collection
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colle@ion ancient and modern, are
carefully rejected. Witticifms may
be indulged for the fake of recrea-
tion; but they are improper where
tnftru@ion is the aim.

BuT, as faid, it is not {fufficient
that the fubje&t be familiar and
inftrucive ; it ought alfo to be a-
greeable, in order to attract young
minds.  Unconne®ed maxims,
however inftru@ive, will not in
youth be relilhed without feafon-
ing; and as the beft feafoning
. for fuch a work, are ftories 'and
fables, a number of them are here
feleCted with fome care. Thefe ferve
. not only to attrac a young reader,
but are in reality the fineft illuftra-
tions that can be given of abftract
truths.

"FaBLEs in Zfop’s manner tend
no doubt to inftru@ion when they.
- fuggeft fome moral truth; and ac-
' ’ cordingly

-
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cordingly place is here givento fuch -

"~ . of them as contain an obvious mo-

ral. I am however far from think-
ing fuch fables the moft proper in
" the dawn of reafon; for to difguife
men under the maftk of goats and
bulls, tends to little other purpofe
than to obfcure the moral inftruc-
tion. Stories, real or invented,
where perfons are introducedin their
native appearance, ferve much bet-
ter for illuftration ; and of fuch ac-
cordingly I have not been fparing.

THERE is another reafon fill
more weighty, for preferring ftories
of this kind. If they i improve the -
undelﬂandmg, they more eminent-
Iy improve the heart. Incidents
that move the paflions make a deep
impreflion, efpecmlly upon young
minds. And where virtue and vice
are delineated, with the confequen-

ces they naturally produce, fuch im-
preflions.
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preflions have a wonderful good ef-
fect; they confirmus in virtue, and
deter us from vice. This indeed is
the moft illuftrious branch of edu-
cation ; but as it falls not under the
prefent plan, I muft deny myfelf the
fatisfaction of expatiating upon it.

THis trifle was compiled with a
private view, and it proved of fome
ufe. But if in any degree ufeful,
why fhould it lurk in a corner? It
will be fubftantially ufeful, if it but
move others to labour upon the fame
plan. Education may well be deem-~
A ed one of the capltal articles of go-

vernment. It is intitled to the nur-
fing care of the legiflature; for no
ftate ever long flourithed, where e~
ducation was negleGted. And even
in a prlvate view, not a ﬁngle
branch of it is below the attention
of the graveft writer.

EpinsurcH, °~  CON-
17261 ) -
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ART of THINKING.

‘CHAPTER I

Obfervations tending to ex-
plain human nature,

‘Nature of Mah.

- ANKIND through all ages
M have been the fame : the firt:
. -%- times beheld firft the prefent
vices. Yet who could imagine, that
there is fuch contrariety even in the fame
chara¢ter? It was Neroy who figning a
fentence againft a criminal, wifhed to:
the gods he could not write. A
: A " Nothing

-
\
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Nothing is more common than love

- converted into hatred. And we have

feen inftances of hatred converted into
love. o :

If our faces were not alike, we could
not diftinguith a man from a beatt. If
they were altogether alike, we could
not diftinguith one man from another.

Principle of Liberty.

So fond of liberty is man, -that to re-
ffrain him from any thing, however in-
different, is fufficient to make that thing
an objeét of defire.

Principle ‘of Socacty

It; is more tolerable to be always alone, -
than never to be fo. _

So prone is man to fociety, and fo
happy in it, that to relifth perpetual {o-
litude, one muft be an angel or a brute.

“Ina fohtary ftate no creature is more
timld than man; in fociety none more
bOld&

Every
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-Every one partakes of the honeur
that is beftowed upon the worthy.

. The number of offenders leflens the
dxfgrace of the crime; for a common -
reproach isno reproach Hence in po- _
pulous cities, the frequency of adulter Vs |
drunkennefs, 1obbery. |

e e

MoraI Senfe. -

- No-man ever did a defi gncd injury to 4
another, without domg a grcater to
himfelf.

- Man’s chief good is an upnght m;md
whxch no earthly power can beftow, nor
take from him.

I you thould efcape the cenfure of o~
thers, hope not to efcape your own.

No man is thoroughly contemned by
others, but who is ﬁrﬁ: contemncd by -
himfelf. 4

A man is more unhappy in reproach-
ing himfelf when guilty, than in being |
reproached by others when innocent.

A2 Thé'
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The evil I bring upon myfelf is the
hardeft to bear.

When intereft is at variance with con-
{cience, any diftinction to make them
friends will ferve the hollow-hearted.

Seldom is. a man fo wicked but he
will endeavour to reconcile, if pofiible,
his ations with his duty. But fuch chi-
caning will not lay his eonfcience a-
fleep: it will notwithftanding haunt
him like a ghoft, and frighten him out
of his wits.

In great crimes, the man’s own con-
{cience proves often to be the ﬁronoreﬁ:
witnefs againft him. ,
Our powers and faculties are much

" limited.

It is a true obfervation, that no man
ever excelled in two different arts. It
is as certain, there never was a man,
who might not have excelled in fome -
one art. How is it then that their num-
ber is o fcanty? Pla.mly from the folly

of
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of deeming ourfelves capable of every
" thing, and of defplﬁng what coftsus the

leaft trouble.

‘We are often mlﬁakenfox men of plea-
fure, becaufe we are not men of bufi-
nefs; and for men of bufinefs, becaufe
we are not men of pleafure.. A -great.
genius findsleifure forboth ;.-an. inferior-
genius for neither..

Thofe who have great application to:
trifles, have feldom a capacity for mat~

. ters of nnportance.

‘Pain affeCts us more than pleafure;.

- Happinefs is lefs valued when we pof

fefs it, than when we have loft it. '
Diffe ert pains compared..

- The pains of the ntind are harder to.
bear than thofe. of the body

Paﬂion.

. A paffion” that ingroffes the mind, 8.
leaves no room for any other,

Az " The
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The plainet man animate 1 with pa{'
fion, affets us more than the greateft
erator without it. <

We ought to diftruft our paffions, e~
ven when they appear the moit reafon-
able.

Our opinions are fwayed more by
feeling than by argument.

Every man efteems his own' nusfor:-
tune the greateft.

The prefent misfortune is always.
deemed the greate(t: And therefore fimail
caufes are fufficient to make aman un~
eafy, when great ones are not in the way.

That reafon which is favourable to our
defires, appears always the beft..

Change of condition begets new paf--
fions, and confequently new.opinions.

Inmatters. of demonitration, it argues
a weaknefs of judgment to differ: not
fo in matters of opinion; for thefe are
influenced by affection perhaps more than:
by reafon. A plain man, fincere and cre--
dulous, will build upon very weak tefti-

mony ;:

v
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mony ; while the diffident and fufpi-

cious will fcarce be fatisfied with the
ftrongeft. It is the province of reafon
and experience to correct thefe ex-
tremes.

It is idle as well as abfurd, to impofe
eur opimons upon others. The fame
ground of conviction operates differently
on the fame man in different circumftan-
ces, and on different men in the fame
circumftances.

A man is no fooner found lefs guilty
than expected, but he is concluded more
innocent than he is..

Slight perfecution makes converts :
{fevere perfecution, on the contrary,
. hardens the heart againft all convi¢tion.

Thofe who take their opinions upon

truft, are always the moit violent..

We Judge of moﬁ thmgs by com-

arifon.
P e

A man does but faintly reliﬂi that fe-
licity which cofts him nothing: Happy
they whom pain leads to pleafure.

: . : Joy

13

14

X5s-
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Joy fuggefls pleafant thoughts, and",
grief thofe that are melancholy.

A new {orrow recalls all the former..

A man is always in a hurry to de»
fend his weak fide.

It is in fome meafure pleading guilty,
to be over hafty or folicitous in making -
a defence. _

He acknowledges the fa&t, who turns
angry at an afperfion.

Who inceffantly vaunts of his probi-
ty and honour, and fivears to gain be--
lief, has not even the art of counter--
feiting.

Cuftom..

Men are governed by cuftom.. Not
one of a thoufand thinks for himfelf;:
and.the few who are emancipated, dare-
not a@ up to their freedom, for fear of.

being thought whimfical. :
Cuftom:
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Cuftom is the great leveller. It cor-
rects the inequality of fortune, by leflen-
ing equally the pleafures of the prince,
and the pains of the peafant. *

Chufe what is the moft fit, cuftom
- will make it the moft agreeable.

Cuftom beftows eafe and conﬁdence
even in the middle of dangers.

Our opinions are greatly influenced

by cuftom.

Magnanimity.

A great mind will neither give an
affront, nor bear it.

A firm mind becomes rather more in-
flexible by poverty. If any thing can
mollify and render it more fociable, it
muft be profperity.

Courage.

Who hath not courage to revengc,
wll never find generofity to forgive.

Cowards die many times : the vahant
never tafte of death but once.

‘Hope.

16,

17

18.‘
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Hope, in this mixed ftate of good and
ill, isa blefling from heaven: the gift
of prefcience would be a curfe.

Fear.

Anunknown evil is the moft terrible.
Ignorance is the mother of fear, as
well as of admiration. A man intimate-
Iy acquainted with the nature of things,
has feldom occafion to be aftonithed.
* Men of a fearful temper are prone to:
fufpicion and cruelty. :

Fcar begets apprehenfion, the parent
of fufpicion; and fufpicion begets ha~
tred and revenge. '

There is fcarce a paffion but is able to
conquer the fear of death: revenge,
love, ambition, grief, all triumph over

it.  Death, then, fhould be no fuch ter-

rible enemy, when it fubmits to fo ma-
Dy conquerors. : : ,
He muft fear many whom many fear.

Chearfulnefs..




Chearfulnefs.
,md "A cﬁearful countenance betokens a
good heart.
~ Ilove wifdom that is gay and civili-
zed. Harfhnefs and aufterity are unna-
tural, and therefore to be fufpected.

In the chearfulnefs of life, death is 2r.
the leaft terrible.

In thofe gentlemen whom the world
forfooth calls wife and folid, there is .
generally either a morofenefs that per-
feciites, or a dulnefs that tires you. If
the good fenfe they boaft of, happen to
be ferviceable to you once in. your life,
it is fo impertinent as to dﬂtuxb you-e=

- very day.

: Modcﬁy, .

CIeis pure lypocr lfy in a man of qua-
lity to decline the place due to hisrank :- -
it cofts him nothing to take the loweft.
{eat, when he is fure the higheft will be
preﬁ'ed upon him. Modei’cy thows

_ greater



. [ 12 ]

greater refignation in thofe of middle
rank : if they throw themfelves among
the croud, if they take up with a difad-
vantageous fituation, they are fure to
temain there ; they may be {queezed to
pieces, there is no mortal to take no-
tice of them.

N

Prudence.

Few accidents are fo unhappy but
may be mended by prudence: few fo
* happy but may be ruined by impru-
dence. . .

Over-wary prudence is an invin-
cible ob(truéhon to great and hazardous
exploits.

Candour, Diflimulation.

Tt betokens as great a foul to be ca-
pable of owning a fault as to be inca-
pable of committing it. "

The firft ftep toward vice is to make

a myitery of what is .innocent : who-
ever’
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ever loves to hide, will foon'or late have
reafon to hide. '

Hypocrify is a horhage that vice pays
to virtue.

It is more difficult to diffemble the
fentiments one -has, thanto feign thofe
he has not.

It is harder than is commonly thought,
to diffemble with thofe we defpife.

Ambition.

Ambition is one of thofe paffions

that is never to be fatisfied. It fwells
‘gradually with fuccefs ; and every ac-
-quifition ferves but as a fpur to further
attempts. :

‘Pride.

None are fo invincilfle as yotr half-
witted people : * they know juft enough
to excite their pride, not eriough to cure
at. - T )

A proud man is like Nebuchadnezzar :

B he

az
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fe fets up his image to be worfhipped
by all. '

A man of merit in place, is never
troublefome by his pride. He is not e-
lated with the poft he fills, becaufe of a
greater he has mot, of which he knows
himfelf worthy.

Anxiety and conftraint are the con-
ftant attendants of pride.

The fame littlenefs of foul that makes
a man defpife inferiors, and trample on

“them, makes him abje@ly obfequious to
fuperiors. -

Pride, which raifes a man in his own -
opinion above his equals, is eafily dif-
obliged, butnot eafily obliged ; favours
from inferiors being conceived as duties,
omiffions as crimes. - The vain are eafi-
1y obliged, and as eafily difobliged. It
is a rare cafe to meet with one that is
eafily obliged, but not eafily difobliged ;
becaufe few havea lefs opinion of them-
felves than they deferve. To thofe on-
ly it belongs who are poflefled of tho-
rough good fenfe, not to be eafily ob-
liged nor eafily difobliged.

: Pride
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Pride is worfe to bear than cruelty.

Pride, more than defect of judgment,
breeds oppofition to eftablithed princi-
ples. We chufe rather to lead than to
follow. ,

Vanity.
* Self-conceit is none of the fmalleft
bleflings from heaven.

Vanity, where it makes a man value
himfelf upon good actions, is no defpi-
cable quality. .

The good humour of fome, is owing
to an inexhauftible fund of felf-conceit.

Flattery is a falfe coin, which our va-
nity makes current.

The vain fancy the flatteries of their
own -imagination te be the voice of
fame.

~ We fancy that we hate flattery, when
we only hate the manner of it.

Generally we fpeak ill of others, ra-
ther out of vanity than malice.

B2 Avarice.

»

23+
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Avarice.

- Money ftimulates avarice, does not
fatisfy it.
The mifer is a friend to none, but a
bitter enemy to himfelf.

© Affe@ation.

Men make themfelves ridiculous, not
fo much by the qualities they have, as
by the affectation of thofe they have not.

Pofitivenefs.

He who deals in blaming others for
being pofitive, gives them their revenge,
for they conclude him fo.

A dogmatical tone is a fure fign'of
ignorance. - I am fond to di&ate to o-
thers what I have learnt a moment be-
fore ; and becaufe it is new to me, I
conclude "it is fo to all the world.
Knowledge thoroughly digefted becomes

habitual : the pofieflor by degrees for-

gets,




[ 17
gets, that things now fo familiar were
ever unknown to himfelf or to others.
The vanity of novelty is gone, and he

talks of the moft abftrufe points, with.
coolnefs and indifference..

Loquacity..

He generally talks moft who has leaft
o fay..

He that fays all he knows, will 1eadxly
fay what he doth not know..

There. is who is witty, and inftrus.
many, and yet is: unprofitable to him-~-
felf. Such is wife in.words, but foolifh
in deeds..

To fay little and perform much, is.

_ the charadteriftic of a great mind..

As the climbing up of a fandy hill is
to the aged, fo is a wife full of words. te,
a quiet man. '

Induftry..

A man who gives his children a habit
B3 of

25
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of induftry, provides for them better
‘than by giving them a ftock of money.

- Juftice and Injuftice.

Weighty is the anger of the righte-
ous.

He threatens many who injures one..

Benevolence.

Benevolence is allied to few vices
felfithnefs to fewer virtues.
- Miltake not the felfith, as if they on=
ly underftood their own intereft. On
the contrary, none err more widely
from it. The good-natured man is
the truly felfith. Benevolence procures
- a ftock of friends and well-withers, of
greater value than a ftock of money.
Thefe will be of conftant ufe and fatif-
faction : many times they bring relief in
pmchmg neceffity, when riches prove
vain and unfer v1ccable

; Gratitude,
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Gratitude.
Faith and gratitude are moftly to be

expected from thofz of your own rank.
- To the grateful every favour becomes

double ; the ungr ateful lofe the ﬁngle'

through the pain of a return.

Wron'rs are engraved on marble, be~

nefits on f nd. ~They are fometimes ac-
knowledged, rarely requited.

- He who complains heavily of favours
with-held, will be ungrateful when they
are beftowed. The man who -carmot
diftinguith liberality 'from juftice, will
never think Rimfelf bound to-be grate-.
ful. ) o

" You may foonerexpet a favour from
him who has already done you one, than
from him to whom you have done it.

* 1t is-hard to find one that a2 man of

{pirit would be obliged to. For fome
men are as fordid in beftowing favours
as in making bargains : -they expe pro-
fit equally from both,
Lo L L TOO

26,
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Too great hurry in repaying an obli-
gation is a fpecies of ingratitude.

Friendthip.

Entire friends are like two fouls in:
one body : they can give or receive no-
thing; all is common betwixt them.
Cures and good offices do not even me-
rit to be put to account: names that
denote divifion and difference, fuch as,
benefits, obligation, intreaties, thanks,

_ gratitude,, are odious to them..

27

28.

Something to be wifhed like home-
that is not home, like alone that is not
alone, found in-a friend only, or in his.
houfe. |

A fordid mind is incapable of. friend~
thip.

It is not eafy to love thofe we do not
efteem. It is harder ftill to love thofe:
who have more merit than we have..

The difficulty is not fo great to die:
for a friend, as to find a friend worth:
dying for.

_ He who can pride himfelf upon-an ex-
' tenfive.
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tenfive acquaintance, - is incapable of
true friendfhip.

Our good or bad fortune depends 29-

" greatly on the choice we make of our
friends. .

Beware equally of a fudden friend,
and a flow enemy.

The friendfhip that is formed infenfi-
bly, and without profeﬁing much, is ge-
nerally lafting.

You are not to believe a profefﬁng_

friend, more than a threatening enemy.-

As no man intends mifchief who fore-

warns you of it, fo no man will ferve

you who fays he is your fervant.
Few have the courage to correct their

friends, becaufe few have the cour age.

to fuffer correétion.

The boldeft attempt of fuendﬂup is’

not wlen we difcover our failings-to

our friend, but when we difcover to

}um his-own. .- S
It is more dx{ﬁcult to give ]uddment
betwixt friends than betwixt enemies.

Breach of friendthip begets the bxttei -

e{’cenmuy. - - Abf
ent

3 °.

3.
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Abfent from my friend, my wifh is.
to be with him for comfort in my dif~
trefs. But when fortunate, my withis
to have him with me, that he may par-

take of my happinefs.

32,

" ward they love for the pleafure of loving-.

Love.

~ Nothing more excites to every thing:
noble and generous, than virtuous love..

That love which increafes by degrees,,
is fo like friendfhip, thatit can never be
violent..

When a man has a paffion for an ill-.
favoured woman, it muift needs be vio-
lent. :

Men often go from love to ambition,
but feldom return from ambition te
love.

You may find many women who ne-
ver were engaged in-any gallantry; but
it is rare to find a woman who never was
engaged but in one. .

In the firft paffion, women have com-
monly an affetion for the lover; after-

The

%
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Thebeginning of loveis in the power
of every one: to put an end to it, in
the power of none.

Abfence cools moderate love, but in-
flames what is violent; juft as the wind
" blows out a candle, but kindles a fire.

Coldnefs in friendfhip has generallya
caufe: in love there is commonly no o-
ther reafon for loving no more, than
having loved toomuch. Decay of love,
as well as its commencement, appear

“from the trouble and confufion lovers
are in when left together.

- There is no reafon for blaming incon-.
ftancy as a crime. It is no more in
one’s power to love or not to love, than
to be in health or out of order. - All
that can be demanded from the fickle is,
to acknowledge their change, and not
to add deceit to inconftancy.

True love is more frequent than true
friendthip. :
As nice as we are in love, we for-
give more faults in ‘that than in friend-
thip.  Expoftulations betwixt friends
" end

3%
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end generally ill, but well betwixt lo~
vers. )

If one may judge.of love by many of
its effects, it refembles hatred more than
friendthip.

»

Favourites.

. Show me a weak prince, I'll ihow you
hxs favourites.

34~ The great grow weary of favourites,
when they have nothing more to beftow

on them.
- Hatred againft favourites proceeds
from the love of favour, and is envy in

difguife.

Refentment.

gs.  Unjuft refentment is always the fier-
ceft. ‘
It is a miferable thing to be injured
-~ byone of whom we dare not complain.
Nothing more eafy than to do mif~
chief’: nodnng more difficult than to
fuffer without complaining.
Hatred
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Hatred..

It is-an ordinary good to be loved by
all forts of people; but a great evil to
have one.enemy : So much a ftronger
paffien is hatred than love, and fo much
more opportunity is there of doing ill

than good.  _
: When we hate too violently, we

make a meaner figure than thofe we hate.

Envy.,

Envy flames higheft againit one of the

fame rank and condition. )
An envious man will facrifice his own
intereft to ruin another.

He bears envy beft, who is either

courageous or happy.
Envy cannot exift in perfection with-

36.

37

38¢

out a fecret eftcem of the perfon en- -

vied.

c " Self-
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Self-partiality.

Every man, however little, makesa
figure in his own eyes.
If we did .not firft flatter ourfelves,

- the flattery of others would not hurt us.

40.

41,

Self-partiality hides from us thofe ve-
ry faults in ourfelves which we fee and
blame in others.

Our enemies approach nearer truth in
the judgment they form of us,. than we
ourfelves do. :

The coward reckons himfelf cautious,
the mifer frugal.

How foft are we to thofe who injure
others, how fevere upon thofe who in-
jure us!

Ingratitude is of all crimes what in
ourfelves we account the moft venial, in
others the moft unpardonable. -

‘The injuries we do and thofe we fuf-
fer are feldom weighed in the fame ba-
lance.

Men generally put a greater value
' upon
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upon the favours they beftow, than up-
on thofe they receive.

A man will lay hold of any pretext to 4% -
lay his faults upon another.

It is as hard to be wife in one’s own
concern, as it is eafy in the concern of
another.

To laugh at men of humour, is the -
privilege of the ferious blockhead.

None are more loath to take a jeft,
than they who. are the moft forward to. -
beftow it. ' '

He that trudts the moft te himfelf, is.
but the more eafily deceived, becaufe he
thinks he cannot be deceived. :

Were wifdom to be fold, fhe would
give no price: every man is fatisfied
with the fhare he has from Nature.

Praife, Blame..

Men are more likely to be praifed in~
to virtue, than to be railed out of vice..
How comes it that man, fo much a
felf-admirer, fhould regard more the o-
pmlon of‘the world than his own? If by
C:2 : fome:
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fome deity we were commanded to de-
clare publicly every fecret intention of
our hearts, how fhould we abhor the
dire neceflity? Is it that we are more a~
fraid of an evil reputation, than of an e-
vil confcience ?

We take lefs pains to be virtuous,
than to perfuade the world that we are.

Men are not always averfe ta difco-
ver their failings. One complains of
- the badnefs of his memory, fatisfied to
give you a hint of his judgment. You
reed not be afraid of accufing one for
heedleflnefs; for his want of attention
to trifles, fuppofes his application to
be wholly beftowed upon matters of im-~
vortance. A man of great genius, for-
. fled with extenfive experience, may
fately fay, that he knoiws no book, and
that he has quite neglected his ftudies.

It thows a littlenefs of mind, and a
confcioudnefs of inward defet, to be
at pains to gain confideration by expence

and fliow.
Who would preferve the admiration

of the pubhc, muft carefully conceal the
meafure
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meafure of his capacity.. As a river
frikes us with dread. only while we are:
ignorant. of its ford, fo a man attrats-
eur venerationonly while the bounds of”
his ability are undifcovered.. It is our-
fancy of the vaftnefs- of his merit, that -
beftows on. him. efteem. and. pre-emi~
nence..

It is difficult to poﬂéfs great: fémeand:.
great eafe at the fame time.. Fame, like-
fire, is. with difficulty kindled, is eafily:
increafed, but dies.away.if not conti--
nually fed.. To- preferve fame alive,,
every enterprile ought to-be a pledge:
of others, foas to keep mankind in con--
-ftant expectation..

Nothing fo uncertain- as general re--
putation, A man-injures me from hu--
mour, paffion; or intereft; hates me.
becaufe he has injured me ; and fpea.ks, '
ill of me becaufe he hates me

Many thining actions owe their fuc--
cefs to chance, though the general or:
ftatefman runs away. with the applaufe..

A fmall infidelity to ourfelves, takes:
‘more from our efteem, than a great one-
to.others. A fmall favour to ourfelves. -

- Cyz  ewilly
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will weigh more than a great one to o~
thers. How precarious muft the opi-
mions of men be of one another?

True praife is frequently the lot of
the humble; falfe praife is always con~
fined to the great..

Prof perity, Adverfity.

He who is puffed up with the firf®
gale of profperity, will bend beneath-
the firft blaft of adverfity.

Bear adverfity, that you may learn to
bear profperity. Adverfity never diftre(~
fed any one, whom profperity did not
blind.
 ‘Who'cannot bear great a.fﬂf&ion, will
never bear fmall.

Nothing is {o apt to corrupt the heart

as fudden exaltation.

Adverfity is the beft {chool of virtue:

The more a man is exalted, themore
liable he isto a reverfe of fortune.
Reproof in adverfity hath a double
fting. '

Even drefs is apt to inflame a man’s
opinion of himfelf,

Regulation
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. Regulation of our defires. B

The happieft ftation is that which nei-

ther totally fubje@ts a man to labour,

nior totally exempts him from it.

- Seldom would we defire withardour;

were we thoroughly acqumnted with
what we defire.

Who is allowed more hberty than is

reafonable, will defire more than is al-
lowed.

Many lofe the relifh of what they pof
fefs, by defiring what they poffefs not.

The rich are generally the moﬁ: ne-
. ceflitous.

It is far more eafy ta fupprefs the ﬁrﬁ:
impure defire, than to- fatisfy all that
follow.

Virtue is no enemy to pIeafure, -
deur, or glory: her proper oﬂice is to
regulate our defires, that we-may enjoy

every blefling with moderation, and

lofe them without difcontent.
Inall well-inftituted commonealths,
care has been taken to limit mens pof-
feflions.

.

49
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feflions. There are many reafons, and’ ~
ene in particular whichis not often con--
fidered, that when bounds are fet to-
our defires by having as muchas.the laws.
will permit, private intereft is at an-
end, and we have no remaining occupa—

* tion: but to take care of the public.

The pra&ice that came to prevail in.
Rome; of diftributing magiftracies with~-
out refpect to age, was a wide ftep to--
wards the ruin of that commonwealth..
They who in youth tafted of fupreme
honours, had nothing left them to de--
fire, but a continuance of the fame for:
life.. The defire was inflamed by ob-.
ftructions in the conftitution of the
ftate.. Thefe obftructions could not be
furmounted, but by trampling upon.
the laws. The great men went to arms,
and the commonwealth was annihilated..

Happinefs and mifery depend
~ moftly on ourfelves..

- It is not what we poffefs that makes: .
us happy, but what we enjoy : it is not
what.

4
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what we have not that gives us. pain, but
what we defire. In defiring nothing,
one‘is juft as happy, as he who hath all
conveniencies. How many things may
there be wanting to the greateft prince?
To fleep in health and wake in plenty;

to live in the efteem and affe@ion of e--

very one : what is wanting to make fuch
a one happy? Why, contentment. No
wonder then fo many are miferable.

. - Man creates more difcontent to him-~
felf, than ever is occafioned by others.

If you live according to nature, you’lt
feldom be poor; if according to opi-
nion, never rich.

Poverty falls heavy upon him only
who eftems it a misfortune.

Adverfity borrows its fharpeft fting
from our impatience.

Thofe who are the moft in love with
the world, are the moft fenfibly jilted
by it.

- Virtue and good behaviour are natu-

rally productive of good fortune.
- Temperance,. by fortifying the mind
and body, leads to happinefs. Intem-
: ‘ perance,

50,
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perance, by enervating the mind and
body, ends generally in mifery.

Our good and evil proceed from our-
felves. Death appeared terrible to Ci-
cero, indifferent to Socrates, defirable
to Cato.

We make life uneafy by thinking of
death and death uneafy by thinking of-
life. ' :

Againft the traverfes of fortune, which
put us out of humour with the world,
a folid attachment to virtue and philo-
fophy is our only fhield.

The man whom no body pleafes, is:
more unhappy than he whom no body-
is pleafed with.

The moft unhappy of all men-is he.

" who believes himfelf to be fo..

532

Education.

Men commonly owe their virtue or
their vice toeducation as much as to na-
ture. -

Plato reproving a young man for
playing at fome childifh game; You

chide
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chide me, fays the youth, for a trifling
fault. Cuftom, replied the philofo-
pher, is notrifle. And,adds Montaigne,
he was in the right; for our vices be-
gin in infancy.

There is no fuch fop as my young ma-
fter of his lady-mother’s making. She
blows, him up with felf-conceit, and
there he ftops. She makes a man of
him at twelve, and a boy all his life

after.

To women that have been converﬁmt

. in the world, a gardener is a gardener,

and a mafon a mafon. To thofe wha
have been bred in a retired way, a gar-
dener is a man, and a mafon is a man.
And then every thing proves a tempta-
tion to thofe who are afraid.

Peculiarities of age and fex.

The young are flaves to novelty, the
old to cuftom.

No preacher is fo fuccefsful as time.

It gives a turn of thought to the aged,

which
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which it was impoflible to infpire while
they were young.
~ Friendfhip, love, benevolence, pity,
and all the focial paffions which figure
in the generous warmth of youth, lofe
ground infenfibly upon the approach. of
age; while the felfith paffions are con-
tinually gaining ground ; witnefs parfi-
mony in particular. Hence Ariftotle
well obferves, that friendfhip among the
old is founded more frequently upon
intereft, than upon affection.
- The errors of youngmen are the ruin
of bufinefs : the errors of old age have
no worfe confequence than to delay or
prevent things from being done.
Unmarried men are the beft friends,
the beft mafters, the beft fervants, but
not always the beft fubjects ; a wife and
children being hoftages to the public.
Women engage themfelves to the
men by the favours they grant : men dif~
“engage themfelves from the women by
the favours they receive.

-

Government,
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‘Government.

However defirable authority may ap»
pear, yet, confidering the weaknefs of
man, and the intricacies of government,
it is ‘more agreeable to the nature of
moft men to follow than to lead. It

- giives great eafe to have our road traced

out, in which we may walk at leifure,
not burdened with the concerns of o-
thers.

As the councils of a commonwealth
are generally more public than thofe of
a monarchy ; fo, genera]ly, they are
more fair and honeft.

The conviction of being free, makes
the people eafy in a republic, even
where they are more burdened than un- -

“der an arbitrary monarch.

A difinterefted love for one’s country
can only fubfift in fmall republics. This
affection leflens as it is extended ; and
in a great ftate vanifheth.

Cruel laws may depopulate a city,
but will fcarce reform it. -

D It
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It is an obfervation of Thucydides,
that men are more enraged at an unjuft
decree, than at a private act of vio-
dence.

Our imaginary wants, which, in num-
ber, far exceed the real, arife from

viewing others in a better condition -

than ourfelves. Hence in a ftate where
all are equally opprefled without any
refpe® of perfons, we find lefs dif-
content and heartburnings, than in a
milder government, where the fubjects
are unequally burdened.

Courtier.

All the fkill of a court, is, to follow

the prince’s prefent humour, talk the
_prefent language, ferve the prefent turn,
and make ufe of the prefent intereft for
-advancement.

There is no other ftudy in the court
of princes, but how to pleafe ; becaufe
there a man makes his fortune by ma-
king himfelf agreeable. Hence it comes,
that courtiers are fo polithed. But in

) towns

——— e v gt
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towns and republics, where men "ad-
vance their fortune by labour and indu~ -
ftry, the laft of their cares is to be a-
greeable ; and it is that which keeps
them fo clownith. . <

CHAP 1

Prejudices and biafes founded
~on human nature,

' WE efteem things according to
their intrinfic merit : it is
ftrange man fhould be an exception.
We prize a horfe for his ftrength and
eourage, not for his furniture. We
prize a man for his fumptuous palace,
his great train, his vaft revenue ; yet
thefe are his furniture, not his mind.
The riches, nay the drefs of the fpeak-.
er, will recommend the moft trifling-
thoughts : . his motions and grimaces.
- appear of importance. It cannot be, .
we think, but that the man who enjoys.
- D2 o
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fo many pofts and preferments, who is
fo haughty and high-fpirited, muft
know more than the common people.

Let a man of the moft moderate parts
be raifed to an exalted ftation, and eur
heart comes to be infenfibly filled with
awe, diftance, and refpett. Let him
{fink down again among the.croud, and

“we are furprifed what hath become of
his good qualities.

Let not the pomp that furrounds the
_great dazzle your underftanding. The
prince, fo magnificent in the {plendor
of a court, appears behind the curtain
but  common man. Irrefolution and
care haunt him as much as another, and
fear lays hold of him in the midft of his
guards. :

The true conveniencies of life are
common to the king with his meaneft
fubjeét. Theking’s fleep is not fiveeter,
nor his appetite better.

~ A rich man eannot enjoy a found
mind nor a found body, without exer-
cife and abftinence ; and yet thefe are
t uly the worlt mgrednents of poverty.

The
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The pomp which diftinguithes the:
great man from the mob, defends himy
not from the fever nor from grief. Give-
a prince all: the names. of majefty that
are found in a folio di¢tionary, the firft
attack of the gout will: make him for--
get his palace and his guards.. If he be-
in choler, will his princedom fecure:
him from turning pale and gnathing his.

teeth like a fool?. The fmalleft prick of’

a nail, the flighteft paffion of the foul,.
is capable to render- infipid. the mo-~-
narchy of the world..

Leifure and folitude, the moft va--
Iuable bleflings that riches can procure,,
are avoided by the opulent ; who; weary.

. of themfelves, fly to company and bufi--
nefs for relief.. Where then lies the ad-
- vantage of riches over poverty-?

‘The great and the little are more up- sz
on alevel than they themfelves are a<
ware of :. the {plendor of the former is
more than compenfated by the fecurity.
of the latter..

Wifdom is better than rxches ne-

- D3 verthelef.,

1
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verthelefs the poor man’s wifdom is de-
fpifed, and his words are not heard.

A civility from a fuperior is equiva—
lent to a real fervice from an equal : how
much, then, isit the intereft of the great
to be affable ?

The leaft coldnefs or incivility from:
our betters, makes us hate them. But
they need not be in pain; the firft ﬁmle
fets all to rights.

Weak mortal ! a great man in his paf~
fion calis your friend a fool. Ido not
pretend you fhould tell him he is mif~
taken, I only beg you to think fo.

To gain a breach, conduct an embaf~
fy, governa people, are thining a&ions. .
To fell, pay, love, hate, laugh, rejoice,
“converfe, properly or honeltly, to be
firm to a true intereft, to be fair and
candid, are things more rare, more dif-
ficult, and yet lefs confpicuous.

Thc virtue of Alexander appears to
me lefs vigorous than that of Socrates.
Socrates in Alexander’s place I can rea-
dily conceive : Alexander in that of So-
erates k cannot. Alexander -will tell

you, .
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- you, he can fubdue the world : it was

a greater work in Socrates to fulfill the .

whole duties of nature. ‘Worth confifts
moft, not in great, but in good actions.
We are apt to reckon as nothing the

virtues of the heart, while we idolize

the talents of the body or mind. One
fhall fay of himfelf coldly, and without

thinking to offend modefty, that he is

conftant, faithful, honeft, grateful;
yet dare not acknowledge that he has

vivacity, or that he has white teeth or
a good complexion.

Beauty of mind, firmnefs of foul, dif-
intereftednefs, extenfive capacity, make
real merit ; and yet they are not the
apteft to raife admiration. Ihaveknown
an advice given by a man of figure,
which would have proved the ruin of a
~ great ftate : 1 have known a contrary
one followed after mature deliberation,
_ that proved its prefervation, without fo

much reputation to the author, as he
would have gained by defeating a party
of fix hundred horfe. Events of this
kind ftrike the eye and imagination of

every

54
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every one: good fenfe and refined po-
licy are obvious to-few, becaufe they
are not difcovered but by a train of re--
fleGtion. ‘

Cry to the multitude, There goes a
learned man; every one is ftruck with
admiration and refpect. Cry, There goes
3 good man; no mortal regards.. We:
are curious to kmow whether he under--
ftand Latin and Greek ; but whether he
have become a better man, no body in--
quires.. Yet one fhould -imagine, the:
principal end of learning, is not merely
to know, but to know for fome end or:
purpefe.

To how many ftupid fouls has a cold’
filent mien procured the opinion. of ca-
pacity ?

It is a common failing, that one will
fooner renounce a large fum owing to-
him, than give a fmall: fum out: of his:

hand. :

" Guicciardin obferves, that prodiga-~-
lity in kings, though accompanied with:
avariceand extortion, is more praifed,.
than:
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than parfimony, though accompamed
with juftice.

-~ Nothing mends a man’s charatter {o
much as death. Isit that he grows bet-
ter toward hislatter end? By no means.
But circumftances are changed: emu-~
lation and envy are at an end, and com-
paffion has taken pofleflion. It belongs
to the generous and impartial heart, to
confider others in the fame light as if
they were dead. But this is a rule too
fevere for the generality = it is much if
one obferve it thh regard to his com-
panions.

- The admiration beftowed on former -
times, is the bias of all timest the
golden age never was the prefent age.

Expectation takes up more joy on
truft than fruition can difcharge : - it i-
magines its rofes all flower and no
prickle: men always forecount their
wives prudent and their children duti-
ful. A good unlook’d for is a virgin
happinefs ; whereas they who obtain
what has been long expeéted, only mar--
ry whom they have deflowereds

We
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We part more eafily with what we-
poflefs, than with our expedtations:
of what we wifh for; becaufe expeéta--
tion always goes beyond enjoyment.

Things remote, whether in time or
place, make little impreflion. A fmall
reward will fatisfy a great fervice long-

Artful people therefore never
pay beforehand, or while the work is-
freth in memory. The intereft of their-
money, is not the only thing that is fa-.
ved by fuch delay.

. Report gives more fcope to the ima-
gination than ocular infpe@ion. Had-
we been prefent when Caligula’s horfe
was made a conful, we thould have been:
lefs aftonithed, than we are by the hifto-
rical relation.

- The -more powerful, though it is he
who is injured, is commonly deemed
" the aggreflor.

Death,> whether it regard ourfelves
or others, appears lefs terrible in war
than at home. The cries of women
and children, friends in anguifh, a dark
room, dim tapers, priefts and phyfi-

cians,,
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«cians, are what affe® us the moft on
deathbed. Behold us already more than
‘half dead and buried.

Narrow minds think nothing right ss
that is above their own capacity.

CHAP. I

Peculiarities that depend on
chara&er and condition.

-THofe who are the moft faulty, are
the moft prone to find faults in o-
-thers. o
. They who are. uncapable of doing
wrong, are little apt to fufpect others.
The eafinefs and indifference of fome
perfons hath an air of weaknefs, readily
-mifapprehended for want of courage;
-efpecially on ordinary occafions, which
are not of importance to difturb their
‘quiet. But let thefe fame perfons
- be engaged in fome interefting fcene,
what will make a noife in thg worldCi
. an
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and glory will foon difcover thexr true
temper.

Unacquaintednefs wnth danger, makes
the fiery brave, the phlegmatic fearful.
This apprehends too much, that too
little.

Some run headlong into danger, be-
caufe they have not courage to wait.for
it. : ’

The irrefolute never profecute their
views, fo long as they have any excufe
left for delaying.

When it becomes neceffary for the ir-
refolute to 'a&, they feel a great differ-
-ence betwixt mchnatlon and will, be-
twixt will and refolution, betwixt refo-
dution and the choice of proper means,
and betwixt this choice and the proceed-
ing to action.

» A man is never entirely ingrofled by
pleafure, who can mix bufinefs with it.
He quits and retakes it at will; and in
the ufe he makes of it, finds a relaxation
of mind, not a dangerous charm to cor-
rupt him. It is not fo with the auftere
and rigid ; who, whenever by a changt;
o
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of circumftances they tafte of volup-'
tuoufnefs, are inchanted with its {eets ;
and nature being in them wearied with
hardfhips and inconveniencies, abandons
itfelf wholly to delight. They contract
an averfion to the feverities of their paft
life ; what appeared virtuous, now ap-
pears grofs and morofe: . and the foul,
which imagines itfelf to be undeceived
of an old error, is inchanted with its new
ftate. -

Some perfons are with their friends,

- as the generality of women with their
lovers ; whatever fervices you have done
them, they ceafe to love you when you
ceafe to pleafe them: difgufted alfo,
like them, with long acquaintance, they
‘are fond of the pleafures of a new friend-
thip.

It is a miferable ftate, to have few -
things to defire and many to fear; and ,
.yet that is commonly the much-envied
cafe of princes. Without defire, the
mind languithes; with fear, it never
can be ferene.

The honour received by princes from

their
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their dependents, is not true honour;
the refpec is paid to the royalty, not to
the man. Grandeur deprives a prince
of the liberal commerce of fociety: he
fees no face about him without a matk.
The parade and ceremony belonging

" to the great, are a fad reftraint upon

57.

their freedom. -

With refpe& to the opulent, the
greateft pleafures of fenfe turn difguft-
ful by excefs, or grow languid for want
of difficulty.

Men in high profperity are in a tick-
lith ftate; many accidents to diforder
and difcompofe, few to pleafe.

One would hardly wifh - for uninter-
rupted profperity, when he refledts,
that pride, anger, vain-glory, and de—
traGtion, are its ordinary attendants.

The enjoyments of a plentiful fortune,
and the gladnefs of profperity, furnith
fo much mirth, that it js common to
fee an exuberant laugh beftowed upon a
monkey, a dwarf, or upon a cold jeft.
But men of inferior fortunes, laugh not
but where thiere is occafion.
' : It
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It is folly to truft to the gratitude of
men in high ftation. What they re-
ceive, is confidered as a fervice, not a
favour. Nor is this furprifing. The
natural intercourfe certainly is, that fu-
periors thould beftow, and inferiors be
thankful.

It is a fhowy thing, to build a palace,
lay out a garden, or appoint an equi-
page. This the great underftand, this
they pique themfelves upon. But to .
fill a heart with joy, reftore content to
the afflited, or relieve the neceflitous,
thefe fall not within the reach of their
five fenfes; they do not comprehend,
they have no relifh for fuch a&ions. '

Few of us would be lefs corrupted

* than kings are, were we like them befet
with flatterers, and poifoned with that
vermine.

An ancient philofopher obferved, that

~ the fons of princes learned nothing to
purpofe but to manage the great horfe,
which knows not to flatter, but will as
readily throw the king as the peafant.
Inlift me among the troops of a pri-
' E 2 vate
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vate man, I am Therfites. DPlace me at
the head of an army, I am Achilles him-
felf. :

No man ever fought well who had a -
halter about his neck.

Admiration is the paffien of the vul-
gar, arifing, not from the perfection of
the object, but froni the ignorance of
the fpectator. The moft retined genius
is the moft referved upon that point.

Nothing can poifon the contentment
of a man who lives by his lubour, but te
make him rich. .

I have fcarce known a peafant that was
troubled with one moment’s thought
how. he fhould pafs his laft hour. Na-
ture teacheth him not to think of death
before it comes, and then he behaves
with a better grace than Ariftotle him.
{elf, whom death diftreffed doubly, in
itfelf, and in anxious forefight.

Few are able to reflet that they have
been young, and how difficult at that
time it was to preferve temperance or
chaftity. They condemn the fallies of
youth as if they had never tafted of

them:
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them. It gives them pain another
fhould poffefs thofe pleafures they are

no longer in a capacity to enjoy. Itis

a fentiment of envy.

CHAP 1IV.

Rules for the condué of life.

Ake counfel of thine own heart,
for there is none more faithful.
The beft pra&tical rule of morality is,
never to do but what youare willing all
- the world fhould know.
Always to prevent our appetites, is

not to gratify them, but to extinguifh -

them. Abftain that you may enjoy.

Be moderate in your pleafures, that
your relith for them may continue.

Let fame be regarded, but confcience
much more. It is an empty joy to ap-
pear better than you are, but of the ut-
moft confequence to be what you ought
to be, :

E 3 - .~ We

59
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We content ourfelves with appearing
to be what we are not, - inftead of en-

“deavouring to be what we appear.

60,

61.

In important actions, we are guided
lefs by confciente than by glory: and
yet the fhorteft way to arrive at glory, is
to act upon a principle of confcience.

" If it be beneficial to ftore up ideas of
gardens, buildings, landfcapes, how
much more to ftore upideas of virtuous
charatters and meritorious actions? If
the former tend to ferenity, and chear-
fulnefs of temper, thelatter produce the
fame effe, together with ene more im-
portant, that of improving us in virtue.

Before you fet your heart upon any
thing, cenfider whether it give an ad-
ditional happinefs to the poffeffor.

_The gratification of our defire,, is of-
ten the worft thing than can befal us.

Examine well the counfel that falls
in with your defires.

Let your conduct be the refult of de-
liberation, never of impatience.

A houfe had better be too fmall for a
night, than too large for a year.

t: o The
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The fhorteft way to be rich, is not by

- enlarging our eftate, but by contracting
. our defires. And to be contented with
‘a little, takes from our pain rather than
our pleafure.

The fafe road to happmefs is to limit
our defires to our fortune, inftead of
ftraining to enla.rge our fortune to our
defires.

There is no condition that doth not
fit well upon a wife man. I 1hall never
quarrel with a philofopher for living in
a palace ; but will not excufe him if he
cannot content himfelf with a cottage.
I fhall not be fcandalized, to behold him
in the apparel of kings, provided he have
not their ambition.  Let Ariftippus
poflefs the riches of Creefus, it matters
not ; he will throw them-away fo foon
as they incommode hims - Let Plato fit
down at the table of Dionyfius the ty-

62.

rant, fometimes he will eat nothing but .

olives..  The fordid meal of the Cynics,
did neither contribute to their tranquil-
lity nor to their modefty. Ptide fol-
lowed Diogenes into his tub ; and there
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it-was he had th= prefumption to com-
mand Alexander, the haughtieft of all
men. 7

In the condu of life, let it be one
great aim, to fhow that every thing you
do proceeds from yourfelf, not from
your paffions. Chryfippus rewards in
Jjoy, chaftifes in wrath, doth every thing
in paffion. No perfon ftandsin awe of
Chryfippus, no perfon is grateful to
him. Why? Becaufe it is not Chryfip-
pus that adts, but his paffions. We
fhun him in wrath as we fhun a wild
beaft; and this isall the authority he’
hath over us. S

In correttinga child or a fervant, an-
ger does no good: on the contrary, it
doesharm ; for it leff:ns our authority.

Your anger againft a fervant for theft
has no weight,. for you are not lefs an-
gry when he negle@s to clean a glafs.

Before you give way to anger, "try to
find a reafon for not being angry.

A word dropt by chance from your
friend offends your delicacy. Avoid a
hafty reply; and beware of opening

your
1
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your difcontent to the firft perfon you
meet. When you are cool, it will va-
nifh, and leave no impreffion.

Wrath kindles wrath : therefore make

it an indifpenfable rule, never to utter
a word while you are angry.

To punifh in wrath is generally fol-
lowed with bitter repentance.

Never indulge revenge to your own
hurt.

The moft {ubtile revengeis, to over-
look the offence. The intended affront
recoils, and torments our adverfary
with the fting of a difappointment.

It gives frefh vigour to an adverfary,

that he can give you pain. It lays open

your weak fide, and fhows him where
to dire¢t a fecond blow.

The moft profitable revenge, the moft
rational, and the moft pleafant, is, to
make it the intereft of the injurious per-
fon not to hurt you a fecond time.

In profperity remember adverfity,and
in adverfity forget not profperity.

Refle¢t but on the common let of hu-

manity, and the misfortunes that have
s - befallen

65.

66.

67.

68
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befallen others, and you will find your
own not of the firft magnitude.

To be always complaining is not the
way to be lamented.

- When we fum up the miferies of life,
the grief and vexation beftowed on trifles
make up a great part of the account,

trifles which overlooked or negleéted,

are nothing. How fhameful fuch a
weaknefs ! The more fhameful that it
is {o eafily overcome.

By being foured with our misfortunes,
we draw the knot the harder. The true
method is, neither to be obftinately tub-
born againft misfortunes, nor fluggifh-
ly to fuccumb under them. Let us
leave nature a little to her own work ;
the underftands it beft. We may be
ready to lend a helping hand; but it
will be a difficult tafk to leﬁram her al-
together from her bias.

It is no fmall ftep toward tranquilli-
ty, to accuftom our thoughts to the
moft agreeable profpeéts of human life,
and to make the beft of misfortunes
when they come, inftead of giving way

to

.
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to the uneafinefs they bring along.
Scarce any thing is fo untoward, but
fome ¥ood may be drawn from it.
We may learn as much from the faults
of our friends, as from their inftructions.
When you defcant upon the faults of
others, confider whether you be not
guilty of the fame. The beft way to
gain knowledge of ourfelves, is to con-
vert the imperfetions of others into a
faithful mirror for difcovering our own.
Travelling may produce coxcomibs;
but without geod fenfe, attention, and
refle®tion, will never be of real fervice.
Labour to unite in thyfelf the fcatter-
ed perfetions of the feveral nations
thou travelleft among. Of one, who .
- with more application -than judgment
frequented a library, and commonly ex-
cerpted the greateft trifles, it was faid,
that he weeded the library. Thus ma-
ny travellers weed foreign countries,
bringing home German drunkcnnefs,
Spanith pride, French levity, and Ita-
lian deceit. As for the good herbs,
German induftry, Spanith loyalty, French
-courtefy,
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courtefy, and Italian frugﬂity, thefe are
left behind.

To let a_man into the knowledge of -
our paffions, is plainly to put ourfelves

" in his power, and to furnith him with

71.
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weapons that will fubdue us.

Pride is an excellent quality, provi-
ded it be concealed from others.

Guard your weak fide from being
known. If it be attacked, the beft way
is to join in the attack.

-A prudent man wiil lean more to an-
other’s counfel than to his own. But
he will be aware of the counfel that is

“fuggefted by felf-intereft.

That man cannot fail to be ridiculous,
who follows implicitly every advice that
is given him. '

He fhould confider often who can
chufe but once.

Let not a run of fortune carry you off .
your feet to defert prudence: you may.
fucceed once and again, but behold the
end. )

Francis the Firft confulting with his
generals how to lead his army over the

- " Alps
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Alps into Italy, Amaril his fool fprung»

from a corner; and advifed him to con-
fult rather how to bring it back.
Time is requifite to bring great pro-

je&s. to maturity. Precipitation ruins

the beft-contrived plan : patience ripens
the motft difficult.

Apply yourfelf more to acquire know-
ledge than to fhow it. Men geherally
take great pains to put off the little

- ftock they have; but they take little

pains to acquire more
Never quit certainty for hope.
Matters of great importance, and of

75-

very fmall, ought to be difpatched at

prefent.

Truft not to others what you can do
yourfelf A man is always careful in his
" own affairs.

Rather fuffer yourfelf to be put in the
wrong when you are in the right, than
put yourlelf in the right when you are
in the wrong.

A man often lofes more by defending
his vineyard, than by giving it up.

Lend not to him who is mightier

F than

i

76.



[ 6 ]

than thyfelf : if thou doft, count itioft.

He muft be imprudent indeed, who
makes his phyfician his heir.

A wife man will beware of excelling
in trifles. He will be known by them,
at the expence of more valuable talents.

Moft men who arrive at greatnefs,
affume new titles to authorife a new
power. The great art is, to affume

- new powers under ufual names and ap-
pearances. '

A right-turned mind will chufe the
company of free fpirits, who frankly
check or control, rather than of thofe
who are full of dlftance and deference.
Nothing can be more tirefome, than
fawning perfons, who have not, or fhow
not, any will of their own.

Over-delicacy makes a man feek for
companions that can pleafe him in eve-
ry thing. It is far better to feek for
things that can pleafe himin every com-

ion.

Avoid evil-doers: in fuch a fociety
the virtuous at laft become almoft a-
fhamed of themfelves.

Company
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Company is extremely infectious :
‘there is no medium ; we muft imitate
vices, or abhor them. . -

Dangerous it is to contra® familiari-
ty with perfons of a perverfe mind, or
falfe heart. Behave to them with re-
ferve, as to entire ftrangers, and you
will fhun a multitude of rocks, in your
voyage through life.

Shun the proud and arrogant; but
without letting them perceive it ; other-
wife you provoke dangerous enemies.

. Liften not to all that is fpoke, left.
thou hear thy fervant curfe thee, fays
Solomon. It is fcarce credible what
uneafinefs is created in life by an ufelefs -
curiofity, as when we pry into fecrets
that are better unknown. Could we
procure fome magic glafs, wherein to
view all that malice which is in any way
at work againft us, it werebetter to break
it than to ufe it. Curiofity loads the -
mind with fufpicion, a violent enemy to
prudent condu®, rendering it unfteady
and perplexed. It alfo frequently rivets
evils that otherwife would have blown

F2 over,

-~
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over. For it is dangerous to provoke
the confciences of men, who, fo longas
they think themfelves concealed, are ea-
fily changed for the better ; but if once
difcovered, become irreconcilcable. It
was efteemed confummate prudence in
Pompey, to burnall the papers of Serto-
rius, without cafting a fingle glance up-
on them.

If you will preferve tranquillity,banifh
tale-bearers and flanderers. Be not in-
quifitive about what others fay of you,
nor into the miftakes of your friends.
For this is to gather fticks to burn your
own houfe.

. Were there none that liﬂ;en to tales,
there would be no tale-bearer.

An angry vindication againit an un-
kind or unjuft afperfion tends to {pread
the calumny ; becaufe he who is in the
wrong is the apteft to be angry. Calm-
nefs is a ftrong fymptom of innocence.

- Common reports, if ridiculous ra-
ther than dangerous, are beft confuted

‘by negleét. Serioufly and ftudioufly to

endeavour a confutation, gives fufpi-
aon
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cjon that there may be fomewhat at bot-.
tom. Fame hath much of the fcold :
the beft way to filence her, is to be filent
yourfelf : the will foon be out of breath-
with blowing her own trumpet.

Contempt is the beft return to feur-
rility.

Shut your ears equally againft the man.
who flatters you, or-condemns others,
without reafon. _

Be aware of whoredom before father
ar-mother, of lying before the prince,
of unrighteoufnefs before the judge, of
offence before the congregation, of un-
faithfulnefs before a friend, and of theft ..
before a neighbour.

There are matters that in decency
ought never to be expofed bare-faced.
Neceflity often pardons ftretches. in ac-
‘tion, but words can never be neceflary.
The world will excufe us for doing an
action, when it will not excufe us for
juftifying it.

Vaunt not of the favours you begow :
leave this to the receiver, whofe ac-
knowledgments will be the beft teft of

F 3 your
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your generofity, and of his gratitude.

If you would teach fecrecy to any
one, begin with your{elf. How can you
expect another will keep your fecret,

wien you yourfelf cannot ?

79-

The clofenefs of the heart in matters
of importance, is beft concealed by an

" opennefs in trifles.

. An inflexible temper has much to fuf-
fer and little to gain.

Never difpute for vitory, but for in- -
firuction; and yield to reafon from
whomever it comes.

Never fufler your courage to exert it-
{elf in fiercenefs, your refolution in ob-
ftinacy, your wifdom in cunning, nor
your patience in fullennefs.

- Profecute not a coward too far, left
you make him turn violent to your de-
ftruction. - ’

- Great and bold undertakings are dan-
gerous to the advifer: he muft lay his
account, either with the anger or the
envy of his prince.

If the fpirit of the ruler rife up againft

thee,
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thee, leave thy place, for y1eldmg paci-
fieth great offences. - B
Prefs not upon the mighty, left thou
“be fhut out : but go not far off, left-he
forget thee.

Solid merit is a cure for ambition it-
felf. A man of “this charater, aiming
at great things, cannot confine his am- -
bition to riches, preferments, fortune,
or favour. He finds nothing folid in
thefe to fill his heart, or to deferve at-
tention. His great ambition would be,
to merit that fort of glory which arifes
from pure and difinterefted virtue. But
this is not underftood among men, and
he gives it up.

Inftead of looking down with con-
tempt upon the crooked in mind or
body, we fhould with thankfulnefs look
up to God who hath made us better.

Be referved in difcourfe ; it may be of
great advantage, and never can be hurt-
ful. '

A man’s fortune is oftener made by his
tongue than by his virtues, and oftener
overthrown by it than by his vices. ,

- Curfe
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Curfe not the king, no not in thy
thought, nor the rich in thy bedchamber;
for a bird'in the air fhall carry the voice-

Speak contemptuonily of none at or-
dinaries, nor at public meetings; left
fome friend there, force you to a bafe re-
cantation, or engage youin an indifcreet
quarrel.

Let it be a defe& to fpeak favourably
of all forts of people; it is, however,
what ore would not change for fome
virtues. It is-agreeable, it is prudent,

~ being the fureft way to guard againft
the obloquy of others.

Speak not ill of an enemy ; it will
be afcribed to prejudxce, not truth:

Violent love is the worft of all rea-
fons for marriage : a couple who have
no better reafons for uniting, feldom
continue long happy.

8o. He will probably find a- goed Wlfe,
who feeks nothing elfe.
~ Anungquiet life betwixt man and wife,
leflens both in the efteem of others.

" Equal matches are generally the moft

happy:
gr. 1t itbe your purpofe to brmg a. man
over
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over to your fide, try to bribe his incli~
nations. ,

If youwill deal witha man, you muft’
know his temper, and fo lead him; or
his ends, and fo perfuade him ; or thofe
he is attached to, and fo govern him.

All are idolaters, fome of glory, fome
of intereft, fome of love: the art is to
find out the idol. This is the mafter-
key to the heart; it gives eafy entrance,
and of confequence abfolute poffeffion.

The moft artful way of leading others,
is to put on a fhew of being led by them.
The celebrated Hambden was fo civil, fo
modeft, {fo humble, that he feemed tohave -
no opinion but what he derived from
~ others. By -this means he had a won-
derful art of governing men, and of lead-
ing them into his principles and views;
whilit they believed that he wholly de-
pended on them.

To fhow precipices on all fides, is the
beft means to bring weak perfons into
your path.

We engage others more effectually by
promifes than prefents. While menare

kept
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kept in dependence, they ftrive to me-
rit favour.

The fear of not faying enough to per-
fuade, makes many fay too much to be
believed.

Where a man naturally generous and
candid, has becn tempted to neglect

*his duty, or to do any wrong; if you
would reform him, the moft effettual
method is, to conceal the fault.

A flave may be fubdued by terror;
but the only method for reclaiming an
equal, is affability and complaifance.

For a trifling benefit to yourfelf, ne-
ver oflend another. To be kind to o-
thers, will afford you more fatisfaction. .

- Abftain from injuring others, if you
“wifh to be in fafety yourfelf. g

Beware of giving provocation, for
the ftrongeft are hot always fecure a-
gainft the weakeft.

It is inhuman to make fport of what
is.deftructive to others.

To meafure all reafon by our own, is,
a plain act of injuftice: it isanincroach-

meng




[ 7t ]
ment upon the common rights of man-
kind.

Do always what you yourfelf think
right, and let others enjoy the fame pri-
vilege. The latter is a duty you owe to
your neighbour ; the former, as well as
the latter, are duties you owe to your
maker.

Difference in opinion is the very filt
of converfation ; and is not'lefs natural
-than difference in look. Why then
fhould we be offended at thofe who
‘think diflerently from us?

The firft ingredient in converfation is
‘truth; the next, good fenfe; the third,
good'humour the laft, wit

The beft method to fucceed in con-
verfation, .is, to admire little, to hear
much, to feem diftrutful of your own
'reafon, but to fet that of others in the
fulleft light.

Let thy difcourfe appear rather as ea-
fily drawn, then fondly lﬁ'mng from

- thee; ‘that thou mayft not betray thy
weaknefs to hold, nor.inclination to
talk, but defire to gratify thy friends.

To

87.
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To be an Englithman in London, a
Frenchman in Paris, a Spaniard in Ma-
drid, is no eafy matter; and yet it is
neceflary.

A man entirely without ceremony,
had need of great merit in place of it.

From equals one is in danger of too
great familiarity, and therefore it is
good to keep fome ftate ; from inferiors
one fhall be fure of refpect, and there-
fore it is good to be fomewhat familiar.

~In feconding another, it is good to
add fomewhat of your own. If you ap-
- prove his opinion, let it be with a dif-
tint@ion ; if you follow his counfel, let
it be with alledging farther reafons. In
this way you will preferve both your fu-
periority, and the good-will of others.

He who reftrains himfelf, and gives o-
thers liberty, will always pafs for a well-
bred man.

Subdue the reftlefs temper that leads
you to aim at pre-eminence in every
little circumtftance of life : it infallibly
poifons fociety.

He
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He who cannot bear a jeft ought ne- 8g.
ver to make one. “

With refpect to our equals, it is lefs
imprudent to act like a mafter, than to
{peak like one.

We make fo difagreeable and ridicu-

lous a figure with the monofyllable 7, 7
did, I faid, that it were better.to for-

fwear it altogether.

Seldom do we talk of our felves thh
fuccefs. If I condemn myfelf, more is
believed than exprefled ; it I praife my-

felf, much lefs. '
- Tamaware how improper. it is to talk
much of my wife ; but never refle&t how
improper it is to talk much of myfelf.

What a ftrange thing it is, that men
thould remember the falleft particular
of their affairs, when at the fame time
they forget how often they have tired
others with the tedious recital of them.

Scarce any fhow themfelves to advan-
tage, who are over-folicitous of doing
fo. .

All the world is plagued with cold
jefters: we tread every whereupon fuch

G - infedts.
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infects. A good jefter is uncommon ;
and even he who is born fuch, finds it
a hard tafk to maintain his character
long; for he that makes others laugh,
feldom makes himf{elf be efteemed.

Ridicule is contemptible in perfons
who poflefs no other talent.

To make another’s wit appear more
than your own, is, in converfation, a
wholefome rule. It is an effential rule,
to let others take notice of your wit,
and never yourfelf.

The great error in converfation is,
that moft men are fonder of fpeaking,
than of hearing. Few fhow more com-
plaifance than barely to pretend to hear-
ken, whilft their eyes and minds are ro-
ving from what is faid, to what they
themfelves would fay ; not confidering,
that to feek one’s own pleafure fo paf-
{ionately, can never be the way to pleafe
others.

To be complaifant to the loweft, is
one way to become a match for the
higheft. ,

. Nothing fo naufeous as undiftinguifh~
: : : ed
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ed civility. It islike a hoftefs, who be-
ftows her kindnefs equally upon every °
gueft. '

That firmnefs of mind and modera-
tion of temper, {o praife-worthy in thofe
whoe bear their misfortunes patiently,
we approve and admire ; and yet fo fel-
filh we are, as to think ourfelves privi-
leged, upon all occafions, to burden
our friends with our misfortynes.

We aught to look upon our own pof-
feffions as every man’s, and upon every
man’s as our own.

Beftow your favours upon the meri-
torious, and every perfon will be grate-
ful.

Put a plain coat upon a poor man’s
back, and it will better become thee,

than the moft gorgeous upon thy own.
- Benefits too loofely beftowed, and

too frequently, are apt, at laft, to be
looked upon as debts.
~ True liberality confifts, not fo much
in giving largely, asin giving feafon-
ably.-
Give lefs than is expeted! rather
G 2 not
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aot at all : you lofe the gift, and gain
no favour.

He makes but a half-demal, who de- -
nies quickly.

Nothing is greater, than to beftow
favours upon thofe who have been want-
ing to us ; nothing meaner, than to re-
ceive any ﬁom them

Even felf-intereft is a motive for be-
nevolence. There are none fo low, but

‘may return a good office.

Good neighbourhood fupphes all
wants.

Nothing can hurt the reputation and
fortune of a man who maintains his cre-
dit in his own fociety.

- It is as great ingratitude to publifh
the favours of a miltrefs, as to conceal
thofe of a friend.

It is as great cruelty to pardon every
crime, as to pardon none.

Better not to accufe, than to fuffer
the guilty to efcape punifhment.

- "The worft actions appear not fo ugly,

as difguifing and diffembling thei will
be. In confeflion, every one is circum-
: fpect :
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fpe& : but the circumfpection is ill pla- ,

ced ; it ought tobe in action. A habit
of* fincerity in acknowledging faults,
will be a good guard againft commit-
ting what one is afhamed to acknow-
ledge. -
One muft be acquainted with his fail-
ings, before he can think of a remedy;
and concealing them from others, is a

ftep towards concealing them from our-

felves.
Solicitude in hiding. faxlmgs, makes
them appear the greater. It is a fafer

‘and eafier courfe, frankly to acknow-

ledge them.. A man owns that he is
ignorant : we admire his modefty, and
cannot imagine that he is deficient in
knowledge. He fays he is old; we

_ fcarce think him fo. He declares him-

fef poor; we cannot believe that he
has juft nothing at all.
Some" promife through fhame, and
get an enemy for nought.
Let it be your chief obje in life, te
gain a fincere friend; for friendly fym-
G 3 pathy
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pathy inflames every jdy, and foftens
every affliction.

No man continues long to refpe& his

friends and benefactors, who allows him-
{elf freely to talk of their faults.

It is fit to know the vices of your

friend,” but not to hate them.
. The nature of man is fuch, that it is
not poffible to avoid all occafions of
complaint and difcontent among rela-
tions and neighbours. "Hosv are. we to
behave when the feeds of difcord are
{fown? We muft learn to bear and
forbear, by calling to mind, that if a
relation has his failings, we are not en-
tirely exempt.

You are a fool! You dream' and
fuch like, are expreflions one may eafi-
Iy bear from his friends. Among free
fpirits, I love freedom : let the words
go to the full length of the thought.
In a manly fociety, familiarity is agree-
~ able, becaufe it hath nothing efleminate
nor ceremonious.

By all means fhun to judge ina con-

troverfy

R
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troverfy betw1xt two of your own
friends.
Nothing tends more to unfalthful-

nefs, than diftruft: to doubt a friend,

is to lofe him. = Believe a man hone&,
and you make him fo.
If a man be forced to break off a

friendthip, he ought to withdraw infen-

fibly, and without noife.

Beware equally of rath blame and rafh, .

praife.

If we would honour merit, we muﬁ
not judge by appearances

To praife one’s friend aloud, rifing
early, has the fame efle&t as curfing him,

fays Solomon. Moderate and feafonable -

praife, dropt occafionally, is of great
fervice to the reputation and fortunes
of men: immoderate, noify, and ful-
fome panegyric, rather doth harm.

A man of thorough integrity will

never liften to any reafon againit con-
{cience.

It was a faying of Socrates, That we
ought to eat and drink in order to live,
’ inftead

96,
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inftead of living, as many do, in order
to eat and drink.

The grand penfionary De Witt being
afked, how he could tranfa® fuch varie-
ty of bufinefs without confufion’ an-
fwered, That he made it a rule, Never
to do but one thing at a time.

To footh us under the moft alarming
difafters, let it be always prefent to our
mind, that the goodnefs of God is equal
to his power.

!

CHAP. V.

Exhortations to virtue, and
diffuafives from vice.

HE pleafures of parental fondne{s
make large amends for all its an-
xieties.

A good-natured man has the whole
world to be happy in. Whatever good
befalls his {pecies, a worthy man ad-
vanced a modeft man encouraged, the

mdlgenr.
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indigent relieved, all thefe he looks up-
on as remoter: bleflings to himfelf.
Providence makes him amends for the
narrownefs of his fortune, by doing for
him, what he himfelf ‘would do in
power and riches. :

Civility is not fo flight a matter as it
is commonly thought: it is a duty we
owe to others as well as to ourfelves g
for how unjutt is it to diftrefs a perfon
who merits no punithment ?

Without good-breeding a court would
be the feat of violence and defolation.
There all the paffions are in fermenta-
tion, becaufe all purfue what but few
can obtain : there, if enemies did not
cinbrace, they would ftab : there fmiles
are often put on to conceal tears :
there, mutual fervices are profefled
while mutual injuries are intended ;
and there, the guile of the ferpent ﬁ-
mulates the gentlenefs of the dove. To
what a degree muft good-breeding ad-
orn the beauty of truth, when it can
thus foften the deformity of falfehood ?

There are three ﬁ:ages of life; the

. prefent,
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prefent, the paft, and the future. The
prefent is momentary, the future dubi-
ous, the paft only certain. It is loft to
the bufy, who have no time to look
back ; and to the wicked, who have no
inclination. That man muft keep a
ftriét watch over his actions, who pro-:
pofes pleafure in reflection. He who.
indulges the thirft of ambition, the ftub-
bornnefs of pride, the favagenefs of con-
queft, the fhame of deceit, the mifery
of avarice, and the bitternefs of prodi-
gality, muit for ever be an enemy to
memory. The paft, no longer in the
power of fortune, is, to the virtuous
only, a conftant fource of enjoyment.
What fatisfaction, in looking back with
approbation! what uneafinefs, in look-
ing back with fhame and remorfe ! This,
above every confideration, eftablithes
the preference of virtue, and fets it at
an infinite diftance from vice. Let us
confider every good action, as adding to

a ftock that will fupport us for a life-
time, in chearfulnefs and good humour ;

a {tack that may be liberally ufed, with-
' out
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out diminution. Let us confider every
vicious action, as contracting a debt be-

yond our power of paying, and which, .

therefore, will diftrefs us for ever.

To place religion entirely on the ob-
fervance of rites and ceremonies, is the
very effence of fuperftition.

A wicked man cannot have any true.

love or efteem for himfelf. The fenfe
of his depravity muft difguft him.

‘Light is not lefs favourable to merit,
than unfavourable to impofture.

None but the virtuous dare hope in

bad circumftances.
You have obliged a man : very well!

10I.

102,

what would you have more? Is not the

confcioufnefs of doing good a fufficient
reward ? _

Pleafures, unlefs wholly innocent, ne-
ver continue fo long as the fting they
leave behind them.

In _a juft account of profit and lofs,
an unlawful gain is a greater misfortune

than a real lofs. This is but once felt ; .

- that fcarce ever wears out, but is the
fource of continual affliction.

Ufurpers |
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- Ufurpers and tyrants generally do ju=
ftice upon themfelves for the injuries
they ‘do ‘others. Confcience performs
the office of the executioner, punithing

 their public crimes by private remorfe,

and by tormenting them with never-
ceafing fears and jealoufies. :

The ungrateful rejoice but once in
the favours they receive ; the grateful
always. Compare their lives : the one

_is fad, and folicitous, as a deceiver, and

breaker of faith ; the other chearful and
open, pleafed with the favour, more
pleafed when he makes the return.
Though ingratitude may efcape courts
of law, don’t think it efcapes punifh-

_ ment. What punithment can be more

. 103

fevere than public hatred, and private
remorfe? ~ Stung with the confciouf-
nefs of the fneaking vice, he dares ac-
cept a'benefit from none, dares beftow
it upon none, is pointed at by all, or
believes himfelf to be. '
How many are they, who {pare no-

thing to fupport their luxury,. and yet

think much to beftow a trifling fum up-

on.

e
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.on a poor relation in want? . But why
this - hard-heartednefs ? - Do they not
proceed from the fame ftock ! Did not
thofe riches once belong to their com-
mon anceftors? and could thefe ance-
ftors fuppofe a {fmall pittance would be
refufed to any of their defcendents?
Could they imagine, any of their heirs
would be of fo cruel a difpofition, as to
fuffer their relations to perith wu:h cold
and hunger?

Behold the wheel of fortune incef~

fantly turning round. Thofe poor re-
lations whom you .at prefent defpife;
may they not poffibly, intheir turn, be
raifed to offices and dignities? Your
grandchildren may poflibly need- their
affiftance.
. We fhould bear with patxence a{mall
evil, when it is conneéted witha greater
good :
A man is not more happy by the
wealth he enjoys, than by what he be-
frows.

The avaricious have no enjoyment of

. H ~ what
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what they retain: the liberal enjoy even
what they give away.

You who beftow, have theadvantage ;
the receiver becomes attached to your
intereft, and you eftablifh a fort of fove-
reignty over him.

He who, in profperity, gives to every
one without difcretion, will, in ddver-
fity, find every one without gratitude.

- It is the infatuation of mifers, to take
gold and filver for things really good ;
‘whereas they are only fome of the means
by which good things may be procured.

Wifdom hid, and treafure hoarded
up, what profit is there in them ?

Parfimony is enough to make the ma-
fter of the golden mines as poor, as he
that has nothing. For a man may be
brought to a morfel of bread, by parfi-
mony, as well as by profufion.

The faple of Tantalus is fitly applied
to the mifer. He has a continual
drought, continual craving of nature ;
and yet there isa pain, a torture, in
parting with the fmalleft fum, even to
anfwer his pinching neceflities. He be-

holds




E87~1

holds plenty, it is within his reach ; he
greedily grafps at it, but the evil fpirit
will fcarce allow him a drop to cool the
tip of his tongue.

Poverty wants much, avarice every.
thing. Money is an ufeful fervant, but
a moft tyrannical mafter.

To the avaricious, what can befal
worfe than long life ?

The gift of the covetous fhall do thee
no good, for he looketh to be repaid
many fold. He giveth little but yp-
braideth much; he opencth his mouth
like a town-cryer. To-day he lendeth,
to-morrow he afketh again. Such a
one is hated of God and man. :
. Prudence is of everlafting ufe: for
how few are fo v1rtuous as they wifh to
appear ?

To the unprepared, every rmsfortune'
is extreme; the prepared hardly feel

-any fo.

No man is fo foohih but he may
give good counfel at a time: no man
fo wife, but he may err if he take no.
counfel but his own. A

H2 The
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"The man who lets go the rein and gives
himfelf up to inclination, is not his own
~friend, more than his own matfter.
When once a man can command him-
felf, he may, when he will, command
others.

He twice fubdues, who fubdues him-
felf in victory.

That man only, who miftakes the
_falfe and fleeting goods of fortune for
" his own, and values himfelf upon them,
will be tormented when they forfake
him. .

. He whofe ruling ‘paffion is love of

_praife, is a {lave to every one who has a

tongue for detraction.

Poverty with peace is preferable to
afluence -with anxiety.

Health, a blefling that all with to en-
joy, is not to be fecured but by exer-
cife or labour. But unfortunately the
poor are apt to overlook their own en-
joyments, and to view with envy the
eafe and affluence of their fuperiors ;
not confidering that the ufual attendants

upon’
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upon a great fortune are anxiety and
difeafe.

What a flavery muit he be under, who.

is a flave to fortune! Exert yourfelf,

and proclaim liberty, to which no other

road leads, but abold neglett of the
goods of fortune. If you fhake off idle
fears, affert independency, and encou-
rage chearfulnefs ferenity and opennefs
of heart, your happinefs is built upon
a rock ; the winds blow, tempefts roar,
but behold it remains unfhaken.

Of our fhort lives, how fhort a fpace
do we live ? * The temper that leads to
put great weight upon trifles, and con+
fequently toraife great trouble and ve+
xation out of nothing, is the chief ingre+
dient of that. bitter mixture wh.ich
makes life unhappy. - :

-Folly is a bad quality ; but never to
endure it in others, is the greateﬂ: of
follies. .

Ani ingenuous confeffion ﬁands in the
next place to innocence. -

Did men beftow the pains to mend

that they do to conceal their fm]mgs, v
H 3 they
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they would fpare them{elves the uneafi-
nefs of diffimulation, and in fime ac--
quire real merit.

. Chufe ever the.plaineft road, it al-
- ways anfwers beft. For the fame rea-
fon, chufe ever to do and fay what is
the moft juft, and the moft dire®. This
~ conduct wvill fave a thoufand bluthes,
and a thoufand ftruggles, and will deli~
ver you from thofe fecret torments
which are the never-falhno attendants -
of diffimulation.

A thorough diflimulation is the fo-
reft tafk a mati can undertake, where
the paflions to be hid are, malice, ha-
tred, or revenge; which, like favage
beafts, are continually breaking their
chains, to the deftru&ion of their keep-
er. What anxiety .and torture is the
lot of the deep diffembler, who, to.
fecure a pitiful revenge, forces his
temper te carefs and fawn upon his bit-
ter enemies? His refolution equals
that of the Lacedemonian youth, whe,
to fave a difcovery, fuflered the fox to
¢at into his bowels, Pty it were, that

a
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a quality fo noble, fhould be fo meanly
employed.” But, ferioufly, is it fo po-~
litic, to commit this violence upon na-
ture, for the ruin of an enemy? Don’t
we give him too great advantage over
“us, when we facrifice the repofe of our
lives, only to do him a mifchief? To
get rid of an enemy; it is, believe me,
a more refined ftratagem, to get rid of
“the paffion that makes him our enemy.
Let us throw the fox out of our bofom 3
for in this cafe, there is neither fhame
nor danger in the difcovery.

Envy and wrath fhorten life ; and an-
xiety bringeth age before its tlme

Who overcomes wrath, evercomes
his ftrongeft enemy.

To have your enemy in your power,
and yet to do him good, is the greateft
heroifm.

Wounds may be bound up, and words
forgiven; but he who betrays the fe-
crets of his friend, lofes all credit.

. Modefty, were it to be recommend-
ed for nothing elfe, leavesa man at eafe,

IIk.

by pretendmg to little: whereas vain~ °

glory -
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" glory requires perpetual labour to ap-

T 112,
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pear what one isnot. If we have fenfe,
modefty beft fets it off; if not, beft
hides the want.

That man will never be proud, who

confiders his own imperfections, and
thofe of human nature.

Humour that is forced againit the na-
tural bent of temper, muft be ridicu-
lous. If we follow nature, our beft
guide, we fhall at leaft not be abfurd.
But {o prevalent is vanity, and the apifh
humour of imitation, that we never

_ doubt to practife with applaufe, what-

ever we fee another fucceed in. So
fome grave men, moved with the fuc-
cefs of humorous drolls, forget their
character, and to be wits, turn buf-

foons. )
Nothing tends more to make us ridi-

culous, than the endeavour to imitate
our fuperiors.

Whofe only motive to action is vani-
ty, what gains he by putting on a matk?
To praife a cripple for his handfome
fhape, is an injury. If the world com-

 ‘mend

—— ———
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mend your valour, when you know
yourfelf a coward, itis truly not you
they talk of, they miftake you for an-
other. -

‘When a man yields to our impetuo-
fity in reafoning, we may conclude it
more to the force of our words, than
of our arguments; and how then muft
he undervalue us in his heart? Let us
refle® whether we can bear to be de-
{pifed, and then be angry if we dare.

‘When, even in the heat of difpute, I

yield to my antagonift, my viory over
myfelf is more illuftrious, than over
him, had he yielded to me.
: What a deal of time and eafe that
man gains, who is not troubled with
the fpirit of curiofity; who lets his
neighbours alene to themfelves, con-
fines his infpection to his own affairs, and
takes care of the point of honeﬂ:y and
confcience.

Get once over the fear of death, and
other evils.will make but a flight 1mpref-
fion.

Fear and grief are cowards; .give

way,
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way, and they pufh on; refift, and they
retire.

The high vulgar are more defpicable
than the low The former brutally ne-
glect learning : the latter only want
mieans to attain it.

Prepoffeffion in favour of the great xs-

fo blind, and we are fo difpofed to ad-
mire what they fay and do, that would

~ they be but good and virtuous, it mlght

go the length of idolatry.

The refined luxuries of the table, be-
fide enervating the body, poifon thatvery
pleafure they are intended to promote.
For by foliciting the appetite, they ex-
clude the greateft pleafure of tafte, that
which arifes from the gmtxﬁcatlon of

Memger.

A parliament, or a court of Ju.{’cxcc,
affembled about the moft important af-
fair, is not fo ferious or folemn, as 2
company of gamefters engaged in deep
Play. Hazard, that blind and favage
deity, prefides over the circle-and gives
forth her fovereign and irreverfible de-

erees.  Profound honours are paid her,
by

R
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by anattentive and folemn filence. All
other paffions are fufpended, love is for-
got, reputation laid afide, hypocrify
throws off the mafk, and the fmooth and
flattering air is no longer feen upon the
courtier. Sad feverity reigns upan
their countenances, arid each becomes
an implacable enemy to his fellows.

- The half of my time is gone, why
torment myfelf about the remainder ?
The mott fhining fortune, merits not
the anxiety it gives me in the acquifition,
nor the artifices I muft recur to, nor
the frequent difappointments I muft
endure. Behold a few more years, and
that grand coloffus is no more to be
feen, than the creatures he overthadows.
If I have repofe, and a retreat which I
can call my own, why feek for more in
this life?

Not a day paffes but what may bring
mifery to us ; and yet not a day pafles
in which we arenot proud mfolent,
and conceited.

Remember the uncertainty of life, and

reftrain thy. hand from evil. He that
: : was
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was yefterday a king, behold him dead,
and the beggar is better than he.
Life is fhort and uncertain; we have
not a2 moment to lofe: is it prudent to
throw away any of our time in torment-
ing ourfelves or others, when we have
{o little for honeft pleafures? Forget--
ting. our weaknefs, we ftir up mighty
emnities, and fly to wound as if we
were invulnerable. Wherefore all this
buftle and noife? Fate hangs. over us;
and charges to our account, even thofe
days we fpend in pain. The hour you
deftine for another’s death, is perhaps
deftined for your own. The beft ufeof .
a fhort a life, is, to make it agreeable to
ourfelves and to others. ~Have you
caufe of quarrel with your fervant, your
mafter, your king, your neighbour ?
forbear a moment, death is at hand,
which makes all equal. 'What has man
to do with wars, tumults, ambuthes-?
You would deftroy your enemy ; you
lofe your trouble, death will do your
bufinefs while you are at reft. And
after all, when you have got your re-
venge,
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vengé, how fhort’ will be your joy, or

- his pain? While we are among men, let

let us cultivate humanity; let us not be
the caufe of fear, nor of pain, to one
another. Let us defpife injury, malice,

and detraction ; and bear with an equal

- mind fuch tranfitory evils. While we
- {peak, while we think, death comes up,,
and clofes the fcene.

~
i
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ILLUSTRATIONS,

I. -

_ T the fiege of Namur by the al-
A lies, there were in the ranks of
the company ‘commanded” by
Captain Pincent, in Colonel Frederick
_Hamilton’s regiment, one Unnion, a

corporal, and one Valentine a private .

centinel : there happened between thefe
two men a difpute about a matter of
love, which, upon fome aggravations,
grew to an irreconcileable hatred. Un-
nion being the officer of Valentine,
took all opportunities even to ftrike his
rival, and profefs the fpite and revenge
which moved him to it. The centinel
bore it without refiftance; but fre-

quently faid he would die to be reven- -
ged of that tyrant. They had fpent
whole months thus, one injurjng, the o-
‘ther complaining ; when in the midft of
this rage towards each other, they were’
13 commanded
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commanded upon the attack of _the ca-
ftle; where the corporal received a
fhot in the thigh, and fell. The French
prefling on, and he expecting to be
trampled to death, called out to his e- -
nemy, Ah, Valentine! can you leave
me here? Valentine immediately ran
back, and in the midft of a thick fire of
the French, took the corporal upon his
back, and brought him through all that

~ danger as far as the abbey of Salfine,

where a cannon-ball took off his head :
his body fell under his enemy whom he
was carrying off. Unnion immediate-
ly forgot his wound, rofe up, tearing
his hair, and then threw himfelf upon
the bleedmv carcafs, crying,. Ah Valen-
tine! was it for me who have fo bar-
baroufly ufed thee, that thou haft died ?
I will not live after thee. - He was not
by any means to be forced from the bo-
dy, but was removed with it bleeding
in his arms, and attended with tears by
all their comrades, who knew their en-
mity. ‘When he was brought to a tent,
his wounds were dreffed by force; but

the
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the next day, ftill calliné upon Valen-
tine, and lamienting his cruelties to '
"him, he died in the pangs of remorfe_

. and defpair.

2.

" A fovereign, in a progrefs through,
his kingdom, was informed, in one of
his capital towns, of a fingular fa®,
That one of the inhabitants, a man of
feventy years old, had never been with-
out the walls. The man was called to
the King ; and being poor, obtained a
penfion ; but upon the following pro-
vifion, That he fhould forfeit his pen-
fion if ever he fet foot out of the town.
But here even cuftom could not prevail
" over love of liberty: the man did not
continue long at eafe; his confinement
became infupportable, and he loft his
penfion in fix months.

3.

The Pretorian bands were at firft be—"
leted
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leted through the city of Rome. Itwas
Sejanus who contrived_ barracks for
them. And the following reafon is
given by Tacitus, ¢ That their union
« might infpire them with courage,
¢ and others with fear.”

+

‘The cruelty and wickednefs of Tibe-~
rius became a punifhment upon him-
felf; nor could he refrain exprefling to
. the fenate the agonies of his mind. Ta-
citus obferves, that in the fame man-
ner as the body is torn with lafhes, the-
mind is torn with luft and cruelty. ’

Dionyfius tyrant of Syracufe was al-
ways bewraying his unhappinefs. Damo-
cles, one of his#ltterers, defcanting
. upon his magnificerite, his power, his
riches; Dionyfius faid to him, ¢ Thefe
¢ things feem to delight you; make a
¢ trial of my place, by way of experi-
¢ ment.” Damocles was inftantly array-
ed in a purple robe, was attended by

the
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the King’s guards, to him all bowed
the knee, and in everyrefpect he was
treated as King. In the midft of his
pomp, Dionyfius ordered a naked fword
to be hung from the ceiling, by a horfe-
hair, dire¢tly over the royal throne,
where Damocles was fitting at a feaft.

From that moment Damocles loit his
ftomach, his joy vanithed, and he beg-
ged to be reftored to the fecurity of his

‘former condition. Dionyfius thus ta-

citly acknowledged, that his happinefs
was poifoned by a'conftant terror he

~ was under, of the punifhment he defer-

ved for his cruelty and injuitice.

5.

A cat h:iving devoured a favourite -
bull-finch, overheard her mafter threat-,
ening death the moment he could find

-her. In this diftrefs fhe -preferred a

prayer to Jupiter ; vowing, if he would
deliver her from her prefent danger,

‘that never while fhe lived would fhe eat

another bird. Soon thereafter a bat
- moft

/
|
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moft invitingly flew into the room up-
on pufs purring in a window. The
difficulty was how to a¢t upon fo tempt-

ing an occafion : appetite prefled hard -

~on the one fide, and the vow on the o-
ther. At length a diftin&ion removed
all difficulties, by leading her to this de-
termination, that as a bird it was un-
lawful prize, but as a moufe fhe might
conicientioufly eat it.

6.

. . Rhadamiftus plotting, by favour of

the Romans, to get poffeflion of the
kingdom of his uncle Mithridates, got
the king under his power by the ftrong-
eft proteftations of friendfhip, promi-
fing that he fhould run no tifk either of
poifon or the fword. Rhadamiftus kept
his word in the literal fenfe, by ﬂ:l.ﬂmg
the kmg to death.

7.
Beffus the Pzonian being reproached
’ as
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as cruel, for pulling down a neft of
young {parrows, and killing them, ju-
ftified himfelf, faying, that thefe little
- creaturesnever ceafed accufing him falfe-

“ly of his father’s. murder. And thus
was the parricide difcovered, which

had been perpetrated in, the moft fecret -

manner.

8.,

Upon the flight of the Perfians after
the battle of Arbela, Quintus Curtius
relates, that a number of them were
drowned in the river Lycus. He adds
the following reflettion, That in fhun-
ning any danger, it is common to run

headlong into a greater. For, fays he,

when fear has once filled the mind, there
is no room for another paffion, not e-
ven for one of the fame kind. We are

blind to all dangers fave What at firft

raifed our. terror.

9.

-
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9.

An old man fatigued with a burden of
" fticks, threw it down peevihly,, calling
upon death to deliver him from a mi-
ferable life. Death came prefently, in
his wonted ghaftly form, defiring to
know the gentleman’s commands: ¢ On-
¢ ly, Good Sir, that you’ll do me the
“ favour to help me on with my bur-

¢ den again.” *

An afs, in a hard winter, wifhed for
a little warm weather and a mouthful
of freth grafs. The warm weather and
the frefh grafs came ; but with them fo
much toil, that the afs grows quickly as
fick of the fpring as he had been of the
winter. His drudgery increafing in the
fummer, he fancies he fhall never be
well till autumn come ; but inautumn,
with carrying apples, grapes, fewel, win-
ter-provifions, he is in a greater hurry
than ever. His laft prayer is for winter
again, that he may take up his reft where
he began his complaint. A
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A fat parfon, who had long dozed
over fermons in his pulpit; and ftrong
beer in his parlour, happened one Sun-
day, after a plentiful crop of tithes,
to exert himfelf mightily. His text

was, the patience of Job. Deeply im- -

prefled with his own difcourfe, he, for
the firft time, acknowledged to his
{poufe at fupper, that he was fomewhat
choleric, but that hereafter he was re-

- {olved to pra@ife himfelf what he had

preached to others. But now, my jew-
el, fays he, let usrefreth ourfelves with
a fipr of the beft. Remember the fa-
vourite barrel, may not this be a pro-
per time to give it vent ! The obedient
wife, ravifhed with his good humour,
flew tothe cellar. But alas, the barrel
was ftaved, and quite empty. What
fhould fhe do? There was no hiding.
My dear, faid the, with defpair in her
eyes, what a fad accident has happened !
1 am forry, replied the parfon gravely,
if any one has met with a misfortune ;
for my part, if it relate to me, I am re-
{olved to bear it with Chriftian patience.

K -But
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—But where is thé beer all this while ?
¢ Alack-a-day, that is the very thing.
¢ How it has happened, I cannot un-
¢ derftand, but it is all fivimming on
¢ the ground.” What do pious refo-
lutions avail, when the hour of temp-
tation comes? The parfon fell into a
violent paffion, raved, exclaimed. My
life, fays fhe, do but reflect upon your
fermon, think of the patience of Job.
Job, faid he, don’t talk to.me of Job’s
patience ; Job never had a barrel of fuch
beer.

I10.

At the fiege of Cremona, its beauti-
ful amphitheatre was reduced to athes;
by what accident, vvhether by the fire
of the befiegers or befieged, was un-
certain. The inhabitants of the colony,
low minds being prone to fufpicion,
believed it to be done by fome of their
neighbours, through envy of a ftruc-
ture, the moft capacious of the kind in

Italy. Tacitus relating this accident *,

. v obferves,
_® Hiftor. L 2. § a1,

—— . e
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obferves, that during the fiege,“while
the city was threatened with greater
misfortunes, the deftru&ion of this edi-
fice was little regarded, but that after
the citizens were reftored to fecurity,
they mourned the lefs, as if nothing
more fatal could have befallen them.

1I. -

One afking a lazy young fellow, what
made him lie in bed fo long ? Iam bu-
fied, fays he, in hearing counfel every
morning. Induftry advifes me to get
up, Sloth to lie ftill ; and fo they give
me twenty reafons pro and con. It is
my part to hear what is faid on both
fides ; and by the time the caufe is over,
dinner is ready.

12,

La Motte, 1. 5. fab. 17.
Artin fervoit un financier.
Un jeune etudiant étoit le fils
* du maitre ; -
K2 Et
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Et le valet & Pecolier
Etoient amis autant qu’on le peut étre.
Parfois enfemble ils raifonnoient :
De quoi? des maitres & des peres.
Sur le tapis fans cefle ils les tenoient.
Les maitres font de vrais Corfaires,
Difoit Martin ; jamais aucun égard pour
nous; -
Aucune humanité : penfent-ils que nous .
fommes
Des chiens, & qu’eux feuls ils font
hommes ? »
Des travaux accablans, des menaces,
des coups,
Cela nous vient plus fouvant que nos
gages.
Quelle maudite engeance! Eh! mon
pauvre Martin,

Les peres font-ils moins fauvages 4
Difoit Petudiant. Reprimandes fans fin,
Importune morale, ennuyeux verbi-

ages:
Fous qu’ils font du foir au matin,
1Is voudroient nous voir totjours
fages, .
Forgant
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Forgant nos mchnatlons,
Veut-on étre d’épée ? ils nos veulent de
" robe:
Quelque penichant qu’on ait il faut qu’on
s’y dérobe,
Pour céder a leurs vifions. ~
Non, il n’eft point d’efpece plus mau-
vaife - '
Que Vefpece de pere, infifte Pecolier..
Et Martin foitenant fa thefe,
Pour les maitres veut parier.
Auffi long-temps qu’enfemble ils- de-
 Ieurerent,
Ce fut leur unique entretien.
Mais enfin ils fe feparerent ;
Chacun fit route a part. Martin acquit
du bien, :
D’emplois en emplois fit fi bien -
Qu’il devint financier Iui-méme ;
Eut des maifons; que dis-je? eut
des palais ;
~ Table exqunfe & d’un luxe extreme,
. Grand équipage, & peuple de valets.
L’ecolier d’autre part hérite de fon pere ;
Augmente encer fes biens; prend
- femme ; a des enfans;
Le temps coule'; ils font déja grands:
K 3 Martin
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Martin devenu riche, il le fit fon com-
pere :
Auffi bons amis qu’autrefois,
Ils raifonnoient encor. Quelle étoit
leur matiere ?
Les valets, les enfans. O la pefante
Croix,
Dit Monfieur de la Martiniere,
(Car le nom de Martin étoit cru de trois
doigts);
Quel fardeau que des domeftiques !
Pareflfeux, ne craignant ni menaces, ni
_ coups,
Voleurs, traitres, menteurs, & médi-
fans iniques,
" Ils mangent notre pain & -fe mocquent
de nous.
Ah! dit le pere de famille,
Parlez-moi des. enfans: voila le vrai
chagrin. -
Ils ne valent tous rien, autant gargon
que fille;
L’une eft une coquette, & l'autre un li-
bertin. '
Nul refped, nulle obéiffance 3
Nous nous tuons pour eux, point de
’ reconnoiffance.

, Ql}and
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Quand mourra-t-il ? ils attendent I’in-
ftant;
Et fe trouvent alors débaraffes d’autant.
Ces gens euflent mieux fait peut-
étre
De n’accufer que ’homme, &c non pomt
les etats :
11 n’eft bon'valet ni bon maitre,
Bon pere, ni bon fils ; mauvais dans tous
les cas :
Il fuit la paﬂion, Pinterét, le capnce H
Ne laiffe a la raifon aucune autorité :
Et femblable 3 lui-méme en fa diverfité,
Ceft toljours égale injuitice.

13.

La Motte, I. 2. fab. 9.
Fux de ces gens coureurs du
- monde,
Qui n’ont point affez d’yeux & qui vou-
droient tout voir ;
Qui pour dire, jai vi, je le dois b1en
{cavoir, -t
Feroient vingt fois toute la terre
ronde ¢
Deux
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Deux voiageurs, n’importe de leur
nom,
Chemin faifant dans les champs d’A~
rabie,
Raifonnoient du caméléon *.
L’animal fingulier ! difoit 'un: de ma
vie
Je m’ai vi fon pareil ; fa téte de poiffon,
Son petit corps lezard, avec {'a longue
queug,
, Ses quatre pattes a trois doigts,
" Son pas tardif, & faire une toife par
mois,
Par deffus tout, fa couleur bleuc
Alte-13, dit Pautre ; 5 il eft verd ;
De mes deux yeux je ’ai vﬁ tout 2
Paife,
11 étoit au foleil, & le gofier ouvert,
‘I prenoit fon répas d’air pur... Ne
~vous déplaife.
Réprit lautre, il eft bleu; je Yai vh
mieux que vous, -

* Ce qu'on dit .ict dmcameleon cft rapporté par
les voiageurs.

Quoique.
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Quoique ce fit 2 Pombre : il eft verd;
bleu, vous dis-je :
Dementi ; puis injure ; alloient venir
les coups,
Lorfqu’il arrive un tiers. Eh! Mef
fieurs, quel vertige !
Hola donc; calmez-vous un peu.
Volontiers, dlt Pun d’eux, mais jugez
la querelle
Sur le caméléon; fa couleur, quelle
eft-elle ?
Monfieur veut qu’il foit verd; moi Je
dis qu’il eft bleu.
Soyez d’accord, il n’eft ni I'un ni
Pautre,
- Ditle grave arbitre, il eft noir.
A la chandelle, hier au {oir,
Je D’éxaminai bien; je lai pris, il eft
notre,
Et je le tiens encor dans mon mou-~
choir.
Non, difent nos mutins, non, _jé puis
vous répondre
Qu’il eft verd ; qu’il eft bleu; j’y don-
nerois mon fang.
Noir,
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Noir, infifte le juge; alors pour les
confondre,
II ouvre le mouchoir, & I” nnnal fort
blanc. '
Voila trois étonnez, les plaldeurs & lar-
bitre ;
Ne I’étoient-ils pas 2 bon titre ?
Allez enfans, allez, dit le caméléon ;
Vouz avez tous tort & raifon.
" Croyez qu’il eft des yeux auffi bons que
les votres
Dites vos jugemens; mais ne foyes pas
fous
Jufqu’a vouloir y fodmettre les autres.
Tout eft caméléon pour vous.

1'4-.

Freinthemius, in his fupplement to
Quintus_Curtius, informs us, that the
Perfians, who had been terrified with
the fortune and warlike preparations of
* Philip of Macedon, were laid afleep by
his death, contemning the youth and
inexperience of Alexander; but that
the repeated news of his v1&or1es drove

them
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them to the other extreme, and infpired
them with terror, not more bounded
than their contempt had been formerly.
This is an inftance of what may be term-
ed vibration of paffion, rifing, pendu-.
lum-like, on the one fide, to the fame
height from which it falls on the other.

15.

It muft appear fingular, that the Pa- -
rifians, an immenfe body of people,
could, merely upon account of differ-
ence in religious principles, be anima-
ted with fuch hatred againft their lawful
fovereign, as to fuffer, with patience,
the utmott diftreffes in the long fiege
they endured azmo 1590. Valt num-
bers died of famine, and the dead be-
came the ordinary food of the living.
Davila informs us, that it was a com-,
mon practice among the German foldiers
who guarded the town, to kill children
and eat them. And yet, during that .
fevere perfecution, not a' whifper of
yielding, though they were offered all

fecurity
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fecurity for their religion. The Duke
of Parma raifed the fiege ; and after his
return to Flanders, the fiege was con-
verted into a blockade, which prevent-
ing any regular fupplies, reduced the
Parifians to confiderable ftraits, though
far from what they had formerly f{uffer-
ed. It was during this time of mode-
rate perfecution, that they loft courage,
became impatient, and were willing to
fubmit upon any reafonable terms.
When the town was vigoroudly attack-
ed, the inhabitants were not lefs vigo-
rous in its defence, and their obftinacy
was inflamed by bigotry, and hatred to
the Reformed religion. During the
blockade, being fuffered to live idle,
. they had nothing to animate their op- -
pofition ; and as in the interval betwixt:
‘the fiege and the blockade, they had ta-
fted of plenty, they could not think
without abhorrence upon their former
miferies.

The Jews, while they fuffered the
fevereft perfecution inall Chriftian coun-
tr 1cs, " continued obftinate in their reli-

: g1 on. -
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gion. In England, being now treated
with humanity, they daily become con-
verts to Chriftianity ; not being able to
bear with patience, the flight contempt
their religion lies under, nor the un-
fociablenefs of their ceremonies, which
oblige them to eat feparately from o-
thers

16.

A merchant at fea, afked the fkipper,
what death his father died? My father,.

" fays the fkipper, my grandfather, and.

my great-grandfather, were all' drown-
ed. Well, replies the merchant, and
are not you afraid of being drowned
too ! Pray, fays the other, what death
did your father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather die? All in their beds, fays
the merchant. Very goed, fays the
fkipper, and why fhould I be afraid of
going to fea, more than you are of go-
ing'to bed ?



. [ 122 ]

17.

To fhow how much nations are at-
tached to their cuftoms, Herodote re-
lates, that Darius King of Perfia having
affembled the Greeks who were under
his command, demanded of them, what
money they would take to eat the dead
bodies of their parents, as the Indians
did : and it being anfwered, that it was
not poffible they ever could abandon
themfelves to fo great inhumanity, the
King, in the prefence of the fame
Greeks, demanded of fome Indians,
what money they would take, to burn
the dead bodies of their parents, as the
Greeks did. . The Indians exprefling the
utmoft horror, intreated the King to
impofe upon them any thing lefs unjuft.

The aged among the Hottentotes are
treated with great humanity {o long as
they can do any work : but when they
can no longer crawl about, they are
~ thruft out of the fociety, and put ina
folitary hut, there to die of age, or

hunger,
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hunger, or to be devoured by wild
beafts. If you expoftulate with the
Hottentotes about this cuftom, theyare
aftonithed you fhould think it inhuman.
¢ Isit not a cruelty,” they afk, ¢ to
¢ fuffer perfons to languith out an un-
comfortable old age, and not put an
end to their mifery, by putting an
‘¢ end to their days! We think it the_
¢¢ greateft humanity to haften the con-
¢¢ clufion of fuch a life.”

(13
«

18.

Profperity in the greater part of men
fofters pride, and adverfity, humility.
Upon a firm and magnanimous temper
their effects are directly oppofite : pro-
{perity is attended with moderation, ad-

verfity with pride, and fometimes info-

lence. Scipio Africanus, in the very
blaze of his glory, utterly rejected cer-
tain honours decreed him by the people,
becaufe thefe honours were contrary to

law. But the fame Scipio, in adverfity,
when the popular clamour turned a-

L2 ~ gainft
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" gainft him, infolently trampled upon
law, by refufing to fubmit toa fair trial.
And he went fo far as to violate the fa-
cred tribunitian power, when the tri-
bunes were executing the prztor’s fen-
tence againft his brother.

> I9.

Prometheus formed man of the fineft
clay, and animated him with celeftial
fire. He gave him the courage of the
lion, the fubtilty of - the fox, the provi-
dence of the ant, and the induftry of the
bee : he difcovered to him the metals hid
in the bowels of the earth, and fthewed
him their feveral ufes: he taught him
to till the ground, to build houfes, to
cover himfelf with garments, to com-
pound medicines, ‘to heal wounds and
to eure difeafes, to conftrué fhips, to
crofs. the feas, and to communicate to
every country the riches of all: in a
waord, heendued him with fenfe and me-
mory, with fagacity and invention, with
art and {cience : and to crown all, he

gave

A
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gave him an infight into futurity. But, .
alas ! this laft gift, inftead of improving,

deftroyed all the former. Furnithed
with all the means of happinefs, man
was miferable; being incapable of en-
joying prefent good becaufe of his
knowledge and dread of future evil.

Prometheus, in pain for his workman-

thip, refolved to remedy this misfortune:
he immediately reftored man toa capaci-
ty of happinefs, by depriving him of

-prefcience, and giving him hope in its

ftead.

20.

John Commenius, Emperor of Trebi-
fond, on his deathbed, left his fon and -
heir, “a child not four years old, under
the tuition of his brother David. David,
an ambitious prince, being tempted by
this favourable opportunity, feized the
crown, after putting his nephew to
death. But he did not long enjoy the

- purchafe of an a& fo perfidious. He

was attacked by Mahomet Emperor of
Ls the
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the Turks ; and after being led prifoner

to Conftantinople, it was left in his

choice to die, or to change his religion.
Confidering the character of this man,
could one forefee that he would rather
die than become a Mahometan?! From
this example we fee, that ambition may
prevail over confcience, and yet that
confcience may prevail over the fear of
death.

Among the captives taken by Maho- -
met the Great upon the furrender of

. Negropont, was Anne Erizzio, a young

Venetian. Mahomet, charmed with
her beauty, made an offer of his heart.
The lady refolutely faid, that fhe was a

- Chriftian, and a virgin; and that fhe

abhorred more than death the debauch-
eries of his feraglio, and the impdifoned

- fmoothnefs of his promifes. All means

were ufed in vain to gain her. Magni-
ficent habits, coftly jewels, were reject-
ed with difdain. Mahomet irritated

- with unexpeded refiftance, fell from
~ love to hatred, and cut off her head in

a
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a tranfport of fury. And thus our he-

roine, by the facrifice of a frail life, ac-
quired immortal glory.

21.

Hence that beautiful fentiment of Te-
rence, in the Eunuch, where he makes
Chzrea fay, after enjoying his miftrefs,
¢¢ Nunc tempus profecto eft, cum-per-
¢ peti me poflum interfici ; né vita a-
¢¢ liqua hoc guadium contaminet 2gri-
‘¢ tudine.” And Cefar, after attaining
all his wifhes, and fubduing his coun-
try, fpoke indifferently about life, ¢ Se
¢ fatis vel ad naturam vel ad gloriam
¢ vixiffe.”

22,
. Vertot reports of Mahemet the Great,
that though he had conquered two em-
pires, twelve kingdoms, and about
three hundred cities ; yet thefe were fo
far from fatisfying his ambition, that to-
ward the clofe of his life he was deeply

engaged in new enterprifes.  This is
vouched
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vouched by the infcription he ordered
to be ingraved upon his tomb, which,
without the leaft hint of his former vic-
tories, is as follows: ¢ My ambition
“ was the conqueft of Rhodes and of
¢ proud Italy.” None of our paflions
are fo oppreflive and tyrannical as am-
bitiom and avarice. They know no
end, and are never to be fatisfied.

23.

A folemn owl, pufled up with vanity,
far repeating her fcreams at midnight -
from the hollow of a blafted oak. And
wherefore, fays the, this awful filence,
unlefs it be to favour my fuperior me-
lody? Surely the groves are huthed in
~ expectation of my voice, and when I
fing all nature kftens. An echo refound-
ing from an adjacent rock, replied,
‘ All nature liftens.” The nightingale,
refumed the, has ufurped the fovereign-
ty by night : her note indeed is mufical,
- but mine is fweeter fir. The echo re-
plied again, < Sweeter far.” Why,

B then,
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then, am I diffident, continued fhe, to

join the tuneful choir? The echo re-
peated, ¢ _Join the tuneful choir.”
Roufed by this fhadow of approbation,
the mingled her hootings with the har-
mony of the grove.” But the tuneful
fongfters, difgufted with her noife, and
affronted with her impudence, unani-
moufly drove hey from their fociety.

24.

Nicotris, -Queen of Babylon, ordered
a monument-to be raifed far her with
the following infcription : ¢ If any king
¢ who reigns in Bebylon after me, fhall
¢¢ be in diftrefs for want of money, let
"¢ him open this fepulchre, and ‘take
¢ what is needful. But let him not
¢ difturb my athes, unlefs he_ be really
¢ in want; for it will be a violation.”
The fepulchre remained untouched till
‘the kingdom came to Darius fon of

‘Hyftafpes. His avar ce having moved

him to open the monument, he found
-nothing but the dead body, with the
following
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following words : ¢ Your avarice has
¢ procured you infamy inftead of rich-
¢“ es. Had you not.been infatiable,
¢ you would not have violated the fe-
¢ pulchres of the dead.” '

A certain farmer having a choice ap-
ple-tree in his orchard, made an annual
prefent to his landlord of the fruit that
grew on it. The landlord was fo fond
of the apples, that nothing would ferve
him but to have the tree tranfplanted
into his own garden. The tree, up-
on the removal, withered and died.

25.

A farmer who had lived comfortably
upon his honeft labour and induftry,
called his fons to him upon deathbed,
and informed them that there was a
treafure hid in his vineyard. Imme-
diately upon his death the fons fell to
work. They turned the ground over
and over, and not a penny to be found.

"But
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But the profit of the next vintage ex-
plained the father’s meaning.

@
5

26.
Topal Ofman, who had received his

- education in the feraglio, being in the

year 1698 about the age of twenty--
five, was fent with the Sultan’s orders .

to the Bathaw of Cairo. He travelled

by land to- Said; and being afraid of
the Arabs who rove about plundering
paffengers and caravans, he imbarked
on board a Turkifh veflel bound to Da-
mietta, a city on the Nile. In this
fhort paffage they were attacked by a
Spanifh privateer, and a bloody action
enfued. Topal Ofman gave here the
firft proofs of that intrepidity, by which
he was fo often fignalized afterwards.
The crew, animated by his example,
fought with great bravery; but fupe-
rior numbers at laft prevailed, and Of-
man was taken prifoner, after being
dangerouly wounded in the arm and
thigh, - .
Ofiman’s
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Ofman’s gallantry induced the Spa-
nifh captain to pay him particular re-
gard : but his wounds were {till in a
bad way when he was carried to Malta,
whither the privateer went to refit.
The wound in his thigh was the moft
dangerous ; and he was lame of it ever
after ; for which he had the name of
Zopal, or cripple. ’

At that time Vincent Arnaud, a na-
tive of Marfeilles, was commander of
the port at Malta ; who, as his bufinefs
required,. went on board the privateer
fo foon as fhe came to anchor. Ofman
no fooner faw Arnaud, than he faid to
him, ¢ Can you do a generous and gal-
¢ lant ation? Ranfom me, and take
“ my word you' fhall lofe nothing by
¢ it.” Such a requeft from a flave in
chains was uncommon ; but the manner
in which it was delivered, made an im-
prefion upon the Frenchman; who
turning to the captain of the privateer,
afked what he- demanded for the ran-
fom. He anfwered 1000 fequins *.
Arnaud turning to the Turk, faid, “1I- .

#*: Near L. 500. « kn
ow
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¢ know nothing of you; and would
¢ you have me rifk 1000 fequins on’

¢¢ your bare word !’ ¢¢ Each of us act in
¢¢ this (replied the Turk) with confift-

"¢ ency. Iam in chains, and therefore

¢ try every method to recover my li-
¢ berty, and you may have reafon to
¢ diftruft the word of a ftranger. I
¢¢ have nothing at prefent but my word
¢ to give you; nor doI pretend to af-
¢¢ fign any reafon why you fhould truft
¢ toit. Ican only fay, that if you in--
¢ cline to act a generous part, you fhail
“ have no reafon to repent.” The
commander upon this went to make
his report to the Grand Mafter Don
Perellos. The air with which Ofman
delivered himfelf, wrought fo upon
Arnaud, that he returned immediately
on board the Spanifh veflel, and agreed

with the captain for 600 fequins, which °
he paid as the price of Ofman’s liberty..
He put him on board a veflel of his

‘own, and pravided him a furgeon, with

every thing neceffary for his entertam—j

ment and cure. :
: M Ofman
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Ofman had mentioned to his benefac- .

tor, that he might write to Conftanti-
nople for the money he had advanced ;
but finding himfelf in the hands of a
man who had trufted, fo much to his ho-
nour, he was emboldened to afk ano-
ther favour; which was, to leave the
payment of the ranfom entirely to him.
Arnaud difcerned, that in fuch a cafe
things were not to be done by halves.
He agreed to the propofal with a good
grace; and fhewed him every other
mark of generofity and friendthip. Ac-
cordingly Ofinan, fo foon as he was in
a condition, fet out again upon his voy-
The French colours now protected
him from the privateers. In a fhort
time he reached Damietta, and failed
up the Nile to Cairo. No fooner was
‘he arrived there, than he delivered
1000 fequins to the mafter of the vef-
fel, to be paid to.his benefator Ar-
naud, together- with fome rich furs;
and he gave to the mafter himfelf, five
hundred crowns as a prefent. He exe-
: cuted




[ 135 ];

cuted the orders of the Sultan his ma-
fter with the Baftha of Cairo; and fet--
ting out for Conftantinople, was the :
firft who brought thé news of his flave-

The favour received from Arnaud in
fuch circumilances, made an impreffion
upon a generous mind, too deep ever
to be eradicated. During the whole
courfe of his life, he did not ceafe, by
letters and other acknowledgements, to

- teftify his gratitude. -

In the 1715, war was declared be-
tween the Venetians and Turks. The
Grand Vizir, who had projected the in-
vafion of the Morea, aflembled the Ot-
toman army near the ifthmus of Co-
rinth, the only pafs’ by which this-pe-

-ninfula can be attacked by land. To-
Ofman was charged with the com-
mand to force the pafs; wwhich he not.
only executed fuccefsfully, but after-
wards took the city of Corinth by af-
fault. For this fervice he was reward-
ed, by being made a batha of two tails.
The next year he ferved -as lieutenant- .
: M2 general
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_general under the Grand Vizir, at the
fiege of Corfu, which the Turks were
obliged to abandon. Ofiman ftaid three
days before the place, to fecure and
condu& the retreat of the Ottoman
troops. )

In'the 1722, he was appointed Se-
rafkier *, and had the command of the
army in the Morea. When the con-
{uls of the different nations came to pay
their refpe@s to him in this quality, he
dittinguithed the French' by peculiar
marks of kindnefs and prote@ion. ¢ In-
¢ form  Vincent Arnaud,” fays he,
¢ that I am the fonder of my new dig-
¢ nity, as it enables me to ferve him.
- ¢ Let me have his fon in pledfe of our
¢ friendfhip ; and I will charge myfelf
¢ with making his fortune.” Accord-
ingly Arnaud’s fon went into the Mo-
_rea, and the Serafkier not only made
~him prefents, but granted him privi-
leges and advantages in -trade, which

foon put him ina way of acqulrmg an
eftate.

* General in chief, Fopal
opa
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Topal' Ofman’s part3 and abilities
foon raifed him to a greater command.
He was made a bafha of three tails, and
beglerbeg of Romama, one of the great-
eft governments in the empire, and of
the greateft importance by- its vicinity
to Hungaty.

His refidence during his governmem:
was at Nyfla. In the year 1727, Vin-
cent Arnaud and his fon waited up-
on him there, and were received
with the utmoft tendernefs. Laying
afide the batha and governor, he em-
braced them, caufed them to be ferved
with fherbet and perfumes, and made
them fit upon the fame fopha with him-
felf ; an honour put rarely beftowed by
~ a batha of the firft order, and hardly e~
ver to a Chriftian. After thefe marks.
of diftin&tion, he fent them away load-
ed with prefents.

In the great revolution which hap-
pened at. Conftantinople anno 1730,
the Grand Vizir Ibrahim perithed. The
times were fo tumultuary, that one and
the fame year had feen ne fewer than

: M 3 three
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three fucceflive vizirs. In September
1731, Topal Ofman was. called from
his government to fill this place ; which
.being the higheft in the Ottoman em-
pire, and perhaps the higheﬂ: that any
fubje®t in the world enjoys, is always
dangerous, and was then greatly fo.

-He no fooner arrived at Conftantinople

to take pofleflion of his new dignity,
than he defired the French ambaflador
‘to inform his old benefactor of his ad-
“vancement ; and that he fhould haften
to Conftantinople, while things re-
.mained, in the prefent fituation ; add-
-ing, that a Grand Vizir feldom kept
-long in his ftation.

~ In the month of January 1732, Ar-
-naud, with his fon, arrived at Conftan-

‘tinople from Malta, bringing with him

variety of prefents, and twelve Turks
whom he had ranfomed from- flavery.
. Thefé, by command of the Vizir, were

. ranged in order before him. Vincent.

. Arnaud, now feventy-two years of age,
“with his fon, were brought before To-
. pal Ofman Grand Vizir of the Ottoman

.empire,

-
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empire. He received them in the pre-
fence of the great officers of ftate, with
the utmoft marks of affetion. " Then
turning to thofe about him, and point-
ing to the ranfomed Turks : ¢ Behold,”

fays he, ¢ thefe your brethren, now

« enjoymg the fweets of lLiberty, after

. ‘ having groaned in flavery : this
¢ Frenchman is their deliverer.. I was

¢ myfelf aflave; loaded with chains,
¢ f{treaming in blood, and covered with
¢ wounds: this is the man who re-
¢ deemed and faved me; this is my -
¢ mafter and benefattor: ta him Iam
¢« indebted for life, liberty, fortune,
¢ and every thing I enjoy. Without
“ knowing me, he paid for me a large

¢ ranfom, fent me away upon my bare

“ word, and gave me 2 thip to carry
¢« me. Where is ever a Muflulman

¢ capable of fuch generofity ¥’
~ While Ofman was fpeaking, all eyes
wiere fixed upon Arnauld, who held the
Grand Vizir’s hands clofely locked be-
tween his own. The Vizir then atked
both father and fon many queftions con-
cerning

s
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cerning their fituation and fortune,
heard their anfwers with kindnefs and
attention, and then ended with an Ara-
bic fentence, ALLan KeriM *.. He
made before them,the diftribution of
the prefents they had brought, the great-
~ eft part of which he fent to the Sultan,

the Sultana mother, and the Kiflar -

Agat. Upon which the two French-
men made their obeifance, and retired.

After this ceremony was over, the {fon
of the Grand Vizir took them to his a-
partments, where he treated them with
great kindnefs. Some time before they
left Conftantinople, they had a confer-
-ence in private with the Vizir, who di-
vefted himfelf of all ftate and ceremony.
He let them underftand, that the na-
- ture of his fituation would not permit
him to do as he.defired, fince a mini-
fter ever appears' in the eyes of many,
to do nothing without a view to his
own particular intereft ; adding, that a

* The providence of God is great,
+ Chicf of the black ennuchs.

bafhaw
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bathaw was lord and mafter in his own
province, but that the Grand Vizir at
Conftantinople had a mafter greater
than himfelf. )
He caufed them to be amply paid for
the ranfom of the Turks, and likewife -

procured them payment of a debt which - /

they had looked on as defperate. He

.alfo made them large prefents in money,

and gave them an order for taking a
loading of corn at Salonica ; which was

likely to be very profitable, as the ex-

portation of corn from that part had
been for a long time prohibited.
As his gratitude was without bounds,

‘his liberality was the fame. His beha-

viour to his benefattor demonftrated
that greatnefs of foul, which difplayed
itfelf in every action of his life. And
this behaviour muft appear the more
generous, when it is confidered, what

‘contempt and averfion the prejudices of

education create in a Turk againft Chri- .

ftians.

27.
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27.

Damen and Pythias were intimate
friends. Damon being condemned to
death by Dionyfius the tyrant, demand-
ed liberty to go home to fet his af-
fairs in order; and his friend offered
himfelf bail, fubmitting to death if Da-
mon. fhould not return. Every one
was in expe@ation what would be the
event, and every one began to condemn
Pythias for fo rath an a&ion. But he,
confident of the integrity of his friend,
wiited the appointed time with alacri-
ty. Damon, ftri¢t to his engagement,
returned at the appointed time. - Dio-
nyfius, admiring their mutual fidelity,
pardoned Damon, and pray’d to have
~ the friendthip of two fuch worthy men.

At the battle of Philippi, when Bru-
tus, after the rout of his army, was in
hazard of falling into the hands.of his
enemies, his bol%m—fnend Lucilius gave

him an opportunity to efcape, calling
out,
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out, “I am Brutus, lead me to An-
¢ tony.” Beingconducted to Antony,
he fpoke with great refolution. ¢ I
“ have employ’d this artifice,”. faid he,
“ that Brutus might not fall alive into
¢ the hands of his enemies. The gods
“ will never permit that fortune fhall
¢ triumph fo far over virtue. In fpite of

“ fortune, Brutuswill alwaysbefound,

“ dead or alive, in a fituation worthy
“ of his courage.” Antony admiring
the firmnefs of Lucilius, faid to him,
“ You merit a greater recompence than
“ jt is in my power to beftow. I have
“ been juft now informed of the death
“ of Brutus; and as your fidelity to
“ him is now at an end, I beg earneft-
* ly to be received in his place: love
“ me as you did him, I with no more.”
Lucilius engaged himfelf to Antony,
and maintaining the fame fidelity to him
that he had done to Brutus, adhered to

him when he was abandoncd by all the

world.

-'28..
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28.

A certain magpye was more bufy
and more loquacious than one of his
tribe. He was continually upon the
wing, fluttering from place to place,
and feldom appearing twice together in
the fame company. Sometimes you
faw him with a flock of pigeons, plun-
dering a field of ripe corn; anon,
perch’d on a cherry-tree with a parcel
of tom-tits; the next moment, you
would be. furprifed to find the fame bird
engaged with a flight of crows, and
feafting on a carcafe. He took it one
day into his head to vifit an old raven,
who lived retired in a thick wood. I
admirey fays the prating bird, your ro-
mantic fituation, and the wildnefs of
thefe rocks and precipices : .T am tranf-
ported with the murmur of that water-
fall, which diffufes a tranquillity fur-
pafling the joys of public life: what an
agreeable fequeftration from worldly '
buftle and impertinence! what an op-

- . portunity
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portunity of contemplating the divine
beauties of nature! I fhall moft certain-

1y, my-dear, quit.the town-gaieties, and
for the fake of thefe rural fcenes, and

" my friend’s agreeable converfation, pafs

the remainder of my days in the folitude
he has chofen. Well, Sir, replies the

~ raven, I fhall at all times be glad to re-

ceive you in my old-fathioned way : but
you and I fhould certainly prove moft
unfuitable companions. Your whole
ambition is to fhine in company, and to
recommend yourfelf by univerfal com-
plaifance: my greateft happinefs con-
{ifts in eafe and privacy, with the con-
verfation of afew felect friends. I pre-
fer a good heart before the moft voluble
tongue ; and -though I am obliged to
you for the .politenefs of your profef~
{ions, yet your benevolence is divided
among {o numerous an acquaintance,
that little can remain for thofe you are
pleafed to honour with the name of
friends. .

<

N . 29.

»



[ 146 )
29.

A good-natured fpaniel overtook a
furly maftiff as he was travelling the
high road. 7ray, though an entire
ftranger to Tyger, accofted him civilly ;
¢« and if it would be no interruption,
¢ he thould be glad to bear him com-
¢« pany.” ' Tyger, who happened to be
in a mood lefs growling than ufual, ac-
cepted the propofal, and they amicably
purfued their journey together. When
they arrived at the next village, Tyger
began to unfetter his malignant difpofi-
tion, by an unprovoked attack upon e-
very dog he met. The villagers fallied
forth with great indignation to refcue
their refpective favourites; and falling
upon our two friends without diftinc-
tion or mercy, poor Tray was moft

cruelly treated, for no other caufe but
the being found in bad company.

30n
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30.

Alexander had two friends, Hephe-
ftion and Craterus, of different man-
ners. Hepheftion, ftudying Alexan-
der’s humour, feconded him in affe®t-
ing the Perfian garb and cuftoms. Cra-
terus, on the contrary, regarding his
mafter’s glory, was perpetually exhort-
ing him to defpife the efteminacy of the
Perfians. Alexander loved Hephz(hon,
but he revered Craterus.

31,

Ariftotle * affigns a reafon. = Breach
of friendfhip, fays he, is the greateft
injury; for-there, the injury is not on-
ly confidered, but alfo the perfon; and
the injury is doublcd by. the atkhnon of
ingratitude. :

$ 32. :
; In that notable vx&ory which Cyrus

' "»Pohuc.'l. 7€ 7%
N 2 the

-
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the Perfian obtained over the Affyrians,
Panthea, wife to Abradatas King of the
Sufians, was made a captive ; and being
‘a lady reckoned the moft beautiful of
Afia, was referved for Cyrus, by his
captains. Her hufband was not in the
battle, being employed to treat of an
alliance betwixt the Aflyrians and the
King of Ba@ria. Cyrus, calling to him
Arafpes, the companion of his youth,
recommended Panthea to his care.
‘Have you feen this woman, O Cyrus,
faid Arafpes? Cyrus anfwered, No.
But I did, replied-he. When we chofe
her for you, fhe was fitting in her tent,
without any diftinguithing mark or ha-
‘bit, furrounded by her women. But,
- defirous to know which was the miftrefs,
we immediately found her out, though
-covered with a veil, and looking on the
ground. She got up to receive us, and
we percelved that fhe excelled in fta-
ture, in grace, and beautiful Ihape The
eldeft amongus addrefled her in the fol-
. lowing words. ¢ Take courage, wo-
“ man. We have hqard that your huf~

. « band

———
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-¢¢ band is a brave man: but now you

¢ are referved for one not inferior to
¢ him, in perfon, underftanding, or
¢ power; for if there be in the world

¢ who deferves admiration, Cyrus is the

¢ man, and to him you are deftined.”
The woman, hearing this, tore her
robe, and, accompanied with her fer-

" vants, fet up a lamentable cry. Upon

this, part of her face was difcovered,
and her neck and hands. And be it
known to you, Cyrus, that we all
thought never was produced fuch an~
other woman. Therefore, by all means,
you muft fee her.: Cyrus anfwered,
That now he was refolved againft it,
Why fo ! faid the young man. Becaufe,
faid Cyrus, if, upon hearing from you
that fhe is handfome, Iam perfuaded to
fee her, I am afraid I fhall be more eafily
tempted to fee her a fecond time, and
perhaps come to negle&t my affairs,
and fit gazing on her. Arafpes {miling,
Do you think, Cyrus, that beauty can
neceflitate one to 2@ contrary to reafon ?
Ifthus were naturally {o, all would be
N3 under
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under the fame neceflity. But of beau-
ties, fome infpire love, fome not ; for
love is voluntary, and every man loves -
whom he pleafes.” How comes it then
to pafs, replied Cyrus, if love be volun-
tary, that one cannot give it over when
he inclines? I have feen perfons in
grief and tears upon account of love,
withing to be rid of it as of any other dif-
temper, and yet bound by a ftronger
tie of neceflity than if bound in iron
chains. The young man to this faid;
* There are indeed examples of this kind ;
but fuch are miferable wretches; for
though they are always withing them-
felves dead, as unhappy,-yet they ne-
ver think -of parting with Lfe. Juft
fuch wretches arethey whe commit
theft ; and yet, O Cyrus, I obferve that
you treat thefe with great feverity, as
reckoning theft no fuch fatal neceflary
thing. So.perfons that are beautifulde
not neceflitate others to love them, or
to covet what they ought not. Weak
men, impotent in mind, are flaves to
thclr paffions; and to excufc themfelves,

' accufe
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accufe love. But the firm and refolute,
though fond of gold, fine horfes, beau-
_ tiful women, can with eafe abftain, fo
as to do nothing contrary to right. I,
who have feen this woman, and think
her extremely beautiful, remain not-
withftanding free, and ready in all re-
fpets to perform my duty. But per-
haps, faid Cyrus, you retired before
the time that love naturally lays hold of
a man. Itis the nature of fire not in- -
ftantly to burn; yet am I not willing,
either to meddle with fire, or to look
on beautiful perfons. Be eafy, faid
he, Cyrus: thoughI look on Panthea
without ceafing, I will not be fo con-
- quered, as to do any thing I ought not.
Yon {peak, faid Cyrus, handfomely :
be careful of the woman, for the may
be of fervice to us in fome future exi-
gency. And thus they parted. -
Arafpes, " partly by converfing with a
- woman not lefs wife than beautiful;
partly by ftudying to ferve and pleafe
her, partly by her gratitude when he
was fick, and her anxiety for his rece~
: very ;
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very ; — by all -thefe means, he was
made her captive in love. He ventu-
red to open his heart to her ; but with-
out fuccefs: for-fhe had the warmeft
affe@ion for-her hufband. . Yet fhe for-
bore complaining to Cyrus, being un-
willing to hurt Arafpes. Arafpes be-
gan to think of force; for his paffion
was now too violent to be reftrained.
‘Upon this, Panthea, apprehenfive of
the confequences, was no longer filent :
the fent an eunuch to Cyrus to inform
him of her danger. Cyrus, laughing
at the man who thought himfelf above
the power of love, commanded his
chief minifter to tell Arafpes, That if
he could prevail by perfuafion, it was
well ; but that by no means was he to
think of force. The minifter ufed no
tendernefs in delivering the commif-
fion; he accufed Arafpes asa betrayer
of his truft, reproaching him for his
injuftice, and impotence of paffion.
The young man, ftruck to the "heart,
fhed many tears. Cyrus fending for
him, Ifee, Arafpes, faid he, that you
: ‘ are
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"are overwhelmed with fear and fhame;

but be comforted, for I have read, that
the gods themfelves have been conquer-

‘ed by love. The wifeft of men are not
"exempted from this paffion; and I pro-

nounced upon myfelf, that if I conver-

-fed with beautiful - women, I was not
‘enough my own mafter to difregard

them. It isI that am the caufe of your
misfortune, by fhutting you up with .

-this irrefiftible beauty. ~Arafpes warm-
1y replied You are in this, O Cyrus,
‘as in other matters, mild, and difpo-
{fed to pardon the failings of men. But

'how fhall Thold up‘after this' mifcar-

‘riage? My friends will neglect me, and

my enemies triumph over me. Cyrus
faid, Agreeable to me is thy forrow, O
<Arafpes : lives there a mortal without
failings? Happy he who profits by
them.

Panthea, charmed with this conduc
in Cyrus, and admiring his excellent

-qualifications, endeavoured to gain her
.hufband Abradatas to -his fide. She

knew there was no cordiality betwixt
-t ! him
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- him and the King of Aflyria. That
prince had attempted to take Panthea
from him; and Abradatas, confider-
ing him as an- unjuft man, withed no-
thing more earneftly, than an opportu-
nity to quit his fervice. For this rea-
fon he liftened to the folicitations of
his wife ; and came over to Cyrus with
two thoufand horfe. Panthea inform-
ed him of the virtue of Cyrus, and of
his tender regard for her. 'What can
I do Panthea, “faid Abradatas, to thow
my gratitude to Cyrus? ‘What elfe,
faid the, but to behav_e towards him as
he has behaved towards you! Upon
this, Abradatas, coming to Cyrus, and
ta.kmg him by the hand, faid, O Cyrus,
in return for the beneﬁts you have be-
Aftowed upon us, I give myfelf to you,
an ally, a fervant, and a friend.

From that time Cyrus had no ally
mere attached to his intereft than Abra-
datas. The morning of that day in
which Cyrus overthrew Creefus, Pan-
thea brought to her hufband preparing
~ for the battle, a golden helmet, brace-
’ lets

l
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lets for his wrifts, a purple robe, and
a creft of a violet colour. Thefe things
having been prepared without his-know-
ledge, he faid to her, Have you made
me thefe arms, Panthea, by deftroying

‘your own ornaments ? - No, furely, faid

fhe, not by deftroying what is the moft
valuable of them ; for you are my great-
eft ornament. Proceeding to put on
the armour, tears trickled down her
cheeks, though fhe endeavoured to re-
ftrain them. Abradatas, in this drefs,
appeared - moft beautiful and noble.
Panthea, after defiring all that were
prefent to retire, {poke asfollows. ¢« O
¢ Abradatas! if ever there were a wo-
¢ man who regarded her hutband more
¢ than her own foul, you know that I
¢ am fhe. And yet though I ftand thus
¢ afleCted toward you, I fiear by our
¢ mutual friendfhip, that rather would
¢“ 1 be put under ground with you,
% approving yourfelf a brave man, than
¢ live with you in difregard and fhame. -
¢ 'We both lie under great obligations
¢ to Cyrus, that when I was a captive,
' ‘ « and
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« and chofen for himfelf, he kept me"
¢« for you, as if I were his brother’s
¢« wife.” Abradatas, ftruck with ad-
miration at her difcourfe, gently took
her hand into his, and lifting up his
eyes to heaven, made the following
prayer, ¢. Do thou, O great Jupiter,
¢ grant me to appear a hufband wor-
¢ thy of Panthea, and a friend worthy
¢ of Cyrus!” and having faid thus, he
mounted his chariot, and moved along.
She could not refrain from following,
_till Abradatas, feeing her, faid, Have
courage, Panthea, the gods take care
of the virtuous: and upon this fhe was
conducted to her tent. Though Abra-
datas in his chariot made a noble ap-
pearance, yet he drew no eyes till Pan-
thea was gone.

The victory that day was complete :
Cyrus routed his enemies, and got pof~
feflion of their camp. Toward the e-

. vening, when the battle was over, Cy-
rus, calling fome of his fervants, in-
quired, whether any of them had {feen
Abradatas? But Abradatas was now -

no
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- no more! he was flain, breaking in up-

on the Egyptians. All his followers,
except fome trufty companions, had
turned their backs when they faw the
compact body of the enemy. And Cy-
rus was informed, that Panthea had re-
tired with the dead body to the bank of
the river Patolus; that her fervants
were digging a grave for it; and that
fhe herfelf was fitting upon the ground
with the head of her dead hufband up-
on her knees. Cyrus, hearing this,

‘fmote his breaft, and haftened to Pan-

thea. Seeing Abradatas lying dead, he
fhed tears, and faid, Alas, thou brave
and faithful foul! haft thou left us, and
art no more’! At the fame time he took
him by the right hand, which came a-
way, for_it had been cut off in battle. -
The woman, {mothering her grief, took
the hand from Cyrus, kiffed it, join-
ed it to the body, and faid, The reft,
Cyrus, is in the fame condition. But

-why fhould you look upon this mang-
-led body? for you are not lefs affected

than I am. ¢ Fool that I was! fre-
o o) “ quently
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« quently did I exhort him to fthow his
¢ friendfhip for you; and I know he
¢ never thought of what he himfelf
¢« might fuffer, but of what he fhould
¢ do to gain your favour. He died,
¢ therefore, without reproach, and I,
¢ who urged him on, fit Lere alive.”
~ Cyrus, fhedding tears, fpoke thus: ¢ He
¢« has died, O woman! but his death
¢ has been glorious, for he has van- -
¢ quifhed his enemies. Honours fhall
¢« be paid him fuiting a conqueror. A
¢« Jofty monument fhall be erected for
¢ him; and all the facrifices fhall be
¢ made that are due to the memory of
¢ abrave man.” Having faid this, he
went away, with great concern for the
woman who had loft fuch a hufband;

forrowing alfo for the man who had
left fuch a wife behind lum, never to
fee her more.

_The weman ordered her eunuchs to
retire, till fuch time, faid fhe, as I have
lamented over my hufband. She retain-
ed only one faithful attendant, com-
manding, that when fhe was dead, fhe

fhould

~
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fhould be wrapped in the fame mantle
with her hufband. The fervant, after
repeated remonttrances, finding her in-
treaties unfuccefsful, broke into a flood
of tears. - Panthea, being beforehand
provided with a fivord, thruft it into
her bofom, and laying her head upon her
hufband’s breaft, died. The maid-fer-
vant, fetting up a moft lamentable cry,
covered the bodies as the had been di-
rected. Cyrus informed of this melan-
choly fcene, haftened to the place, ftruck
with admiration of the woman, and la--
mented over her. Their funeral rites
were performed in the moft folemn
manner ; and their monument is to be
feen in that country to this day.

»

33

A connection that fubfifts upon gra-
titude and mutual good offices, is ge-
perally brittle. Each is apt to over-
value the good he does to the other;
and confequently to expeét more grati-
‘tude than is reafonable. Hence heart-

O 2 _  burnings
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burnings and difgut. It is otherwife
where the connection is formed upon
affection and habit. Quarrels tend to

ftrengthen the connection, by the pain .

of being at variance. The firft fort of
connection is commonly that of friends,
the other that of lovers.

34.

It is dbferved .of Mzcenas and Salu-

- ftius Crifpus, the one the favourite of

Auguﬂ:us, the other of. Tiberius, that
in their declining years, they retained
more of thow, than of reality, in the
friendthip of thefe princes. Tacitus,
upon this, makes the following reflec-
tion *, That favour is feldom long-li-
ved; whether it be, that fatiety takes

the prince, when he has nothing left to

beftow ; or the favourite, when there
is nothing left for him to defire.

® Amal. L 3. § 30:

— e e
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Juft refentment is appeafed by a fuit-
able acknowledgment; for it has no
further aim. But an unjuft action ran-
kles the mind, and inflames every male-
volent paffion. Hence a fimilar yobfer-
vation, That it is more difficult to re-
congile the perfon who does the injury,
than him who receives it. The very
fight of one we have injured, ftings us

" with remorfe, and we are not far from

hating one who continually gives us
pain. This is apt to make the inju-
rious perfon inflexible; whereas the
perfon injured feels nothing but the in-
jury to obftruét a reconciliation ; and
fo foon as a proper atonement is made,
refentment is at an end.

36.

Achata, under the govemmwient of A-
ratus, was the moft flourithing republic
of Greece, till it came to be rivalled by

: 0 3 Sparta
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_§parta under Cleomenes. Sparta foli-
cited an alliance with the Achzans for
their common fafety. But Aratus, re-
je&ing the propofition, chofe to put his
people under the proteétion of Antigo-
nus King of Macedon. This ftep was
inconfiftent with found politics. Cle-
omenes was a man of virtue and civili-
" zed manners, and had no view beyond
- the public good. Antigonus was a ty-
rant and oppreflor, fo infolent, as even
to demand divine honours. But Anti-
gonus was an old king, and confidered
always by Aratus as his fuperior.” Cle-
omenes, on the contrary, was a young
man rifing into fame ; and what is ftill
of - greater weight, he was of the fame
rank, and in the fame circumftances,
with Aratus. And it'is a maxim we
may hold as unqueftionable, That in the
race of glory, it gives us more pain to
fee one gaining .ground of us, than
twenty running before us.

37.

 —— v
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37-°

Two men, one covetous, and one
envious, becominy petitioners to Jupi-
ter, were told, That what the one pray
ed for, thould be doubled on the other.
The covetous man prayed for riches.
The envious man, not fatisfied with a
double portion, requefted, that one of
his eyes might be put out, in order to
deprive his companion of both.

38.

The behaviour of Fabius the diétator,
to. Minutius his mafter of horfe, is .
well known. Minutius, by his calum-
nies, had wounded the reputation of
Fabius, and by his intrigues had got
hinifelf . conjoined in the Di¢atorian
power, a thing till then unknown. Yet
Fabius bore all thefe difgraces with tem-
per, and faved his rival fronr ruin, in
which he had involved himfelf by folly
and rathnefs, But the fame Fabius could

’ ot
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not fee, without envy, the growing fame
and reputation of Scipio.

39:

A royal eagle, refolving to advance
his fubje@s according to their merit,
ordered every bird to bring its young
ones to court, for a comparative trial.
The owl prefled into-the circle, mo-
ping and twinkling, and obferved to his
Majefty, that if a graceful mien and
countenance might intitleany of his fub-
je&s to a preferencc, fhe doubted not
but her brood would be regarded among
the firft: For, fays fhe, they are a]l as
like me as they can ftare.

A gnat, that had placed himfelf upon

- the horn of a bull, very civilly begged
pardon for the liberty he took : but ra-
ther than incommode you, fays he, by
my weight, I'll remove. Oh! never
trouble your head for that, fays the bull :
I felt you not when you fat down, and
o 1
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I fhall not mifs you when you are plea-
{ed to remove.

40.

A fkittith horfe, that ufed to boggle
at his own fhadow, was expoftulated
with by his rider in a very ferious man-~
ner. What a duce ails you? fays he,
it is only a thadow you are afraid of.
And what is that thadow, but fo much
empty fpace that the light cannot come
at? It has neither teeth nor claws; youn
fee, nor any thing elfe to hurt you; it
will neither break your fhins, nor block
up your paffage. It is well for you to
upbraid me, replies the horfe gravely,
who are more terrified at ghofts and
goblins, mere fhadows of your brain,
than I am at the fhadow of my body.

A wolf, peeping into a hut where a
company of fhepherds were regaling
themfelves with a joint of mutton, -
Lord! faid he, what a clamour would

thefe
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thefe men have raxfed had they catched
me at fuch a banquet.

As a mifer fat at his defk counting
over his heaps of gold, a magpye elo-
ping fron: Lis cage, picked up a guinea,
and hopped away with it. The mifer
miffing the piece, obferved the felon
hiding itina crevice. And art thou,
cried he, that worft of thieves, who
haft robbed me of my gold, without
the plea of neceflity, and- without re-
gard to its properufe : but thy life fhall
atone for {o prepofterous a villany. Soft
and fair, good mafter, quoth the mag-
pye. Have T injured you more than
you have injured the public?- and am I
not ufing your money as you yourfelf
do? If I muft lofe my life for hiding a
guinea, what do you deferve for hiding
thoufands?

41.

A farmer came to a neighbouring
lawyer, exprefling great concern for an
accident
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accident he faid had juft happened.
One of your oxen, continued he, has
been gored by an unlucky bull of mine,
and I fhould be glad to know what re-
paration I am to make you. Thou art
an honeft fellow, replied the lawyer,
and wilt not think it unreafonable that
I have one of thy oxen in_return. It
is no more but juftice, quoth the far-
mer.— But what did I fay? I miitook:
it is your bull that has killed one of my

_oxen. Indeed! fays the lawyer, that

alters the cafe: I muit inquire into the
affair, and if— And if! interrupted the
farmer ; the bufinefs I find would have
been concluded without an if] had you
been as ready to do juftice to others. as
to exat it from them.

!

42

A {pendthrift had fold his coat ; and
judging fummer to be at hand upon the
fight of a fwallow that came before her

. time, made free with his waiftcoat alfo,

fo that he was reduced to his fhirt. A
fit
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fit of cold weather happening, the fpend-
thrift, in the bitternefs of diftrefs, re-
proaching the fwallow, exclaims, What
a wretched fot art thou, thus to ruin
both thyfelf and me ?

43

A fycamore which grew befide an oak,
being not a little elevated with the firft
warm days in {pring, poured forth its
leaves apace, and defpifed the naked oak
for infenfibility and want of {pirit. The
oak made this reply : Be not, my friend,
{o much delighted with the firft addrefs
of every fickle zephyr. Confider, froft
may yet return to nip thy beauties in
theirbud. The tree that appears too
fuddenly affeCted with the firft favour-
able glance of fpring, will be the firft
to fhade its verdure, and to droop be- °
neath the frowns of winter.

44-

Alexander l;aving conquered Sidon,
recommended
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recommended to Hephzftion to chufe
for king the moft worthy of the citizens.
He offered the crown to two young men
of illuftrious birth, his landlords; who
refufed the fame, becaufe they were
not of the royal ftock ; faying, that it
was againft the law of their country for
any other family to inherit the crown.
Heph=ftion, admiring their magnani-
mity, cried out, ‘“ O! happy young
¢ men, who know how much more
¢ wife it is to reject a crown, than to
¢ receiveit unjuftly !” And as a mark
of his efteem, he requefted of them to -

- chufe the king. They pitched upon

Abdalonimus, of the royal family, who
being reduced to poverty, had nothing
to live on but a little garden in the fub-
urbs. The young men went into the
garden, with the crown in their hands,
and found Abdalonimus bufy at work.
They faluted him king, and exhorted
him to be ever mindful of the low con-
dition from which he was taken; add-
ing, that his poverty and induftry had
beftowed this honour upon him. A~

p lexander
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lexander mquxred of him, whether he
had borne poverty with any degree of pa-
tience? “ I wifh,” fays he, “ I may
® bear profperity with the fame equali-
¢ ty of mind. Thad little ; butI want-
¢ ed little; and thefe hands fupplied
¢ what I wanted.”

45

Alexander, conqueror of Afia, fub-
mitted to pride, anger, and pleafure ;
for he laboured to have every thing un-
der his power but his paffions. After
the victory of Arbela, he abandoned him-
{elf to every appetite, and his modera-
tion was converted into luxury and laf-
civioufnefs,

)

46.

Melefichton, born at Megara, of il-
luftrious parents, dreamed of nething
in his youth, but to imitate the warlike
virtues of his anceftors. He fignalized
himfelf in {everal expeditions, was in

the

-

———
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the midft of every dangerous attempt,
and came ever off vi¢torious. Being
highly efteemed by his fellow-citizens,
he was chofen their general ; and fhew-
ed himfelf greater by his condu®, than
formerly by his courage. His ambition
was inflimed ; power corrupted his -
mind, and he aimed at no lefs than the
fovereignty, being unable to obey whom
he had fo long commanded. Thus,
from an ufeful member of the ftate, he
became a dangerous enemy. Luft of
rule - threw down him; whom courage
and condué had raifed. He was depri-
ved of all his employments, and a law
was made, that he thould not thereafter
bear any command in the city. This
change of fortune threw him into de-
{pair : and to avoid difgrace, he retired
to the country with his wife and family.
His ambition had 1nade him negle¢t mo-
ney, and his inclination to magnifi-
cence had diffipated the bulk of his pa-
ternal eftate.  All that he had remain-
ing, was a fmall farm in a remote cor-

P2 ner.
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ner. There he fhut himfelf up out of
the eye of the world. .

His wife Praxinoe had fpirit and refo-
lution. Her beauty and birth had made
her the object of many vows, but fhe
had preferred Melefichton purely for his
_merit. Mutual affe@ion, which had

made this couple happy for many y-ars,

occafioned now their greateft diftrefs.

Melefichton imagined that he could bear

fingly the greateft misfortunes, but he

could not bear to fee Praxinoe reduced
to poverty. Praxinoe, on the other

hand, was in defpair to find that fhe

contributed- to her hufband’s afftition.

Their children, a boy and a girl, were

their only remaining comfort. Meli-

beus,  the fon, began early to fhow

ftrength, addrefs, and courage. In

this folitude, his father had leifure to

teach him every leffon for cultivating

and adorning the mind.: Melibeus had

an air, fimple, fweet, and ingenuous,

mixed with firmnefs and elevation. Me-

Tefichton, beholding him, could feldom
refrain from tears. His own misfor-

tunes
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tunes he confidered as nothing; but
it ftung him ‘to the heart that they
fliould be extended to his children. Da-
meta, the daughter, was inftructed by
her mother in all the arts of Minerva.
She was fkilled in mufic, and her voice
was accompanied with the lyre, more
moving than that of Orpheus. Her hair
hung waving in the wind without any
ornament. She was dreffed in a plain
robe, borne up with with a girdle, which
made her motions perfectly eafy. With-
out drefs, fhe had beauty ; and knew it
not, having never even thought of
viewing herfelf in a fountain. The fa-

_ ther, in the mean time, full of difcon-

tent, delivered himfelf up to defpair.
His frequented walk was on the fea-
thore, at the foot of an impending rock.
There he would often retire from his

- family to deplore his misfortunes, He

never fpoke but in fighs; he negleted -
the cares of life, enervated and funk in

black melancholy.
One day, overceme: with wearinefs
and dlﬂ:refs, he fell afleep.. The god-
P33 " defs
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defs Ceres appeared to him in a dream.
Her head was crowned with golden. ears
of corn. -She fpoke to him with fweet-
nefs and majefty : ¢ Is it for Melefich-
“ ton to be fubdued by the rigours of
¢ fortune ! Doth true nobility confift in

¢ riches ? Doth it not confiltin a firm- .

¢ nefs of mind fuperior to fortune’ Men

“render themfelves miferable by in-

¢ dolence and falfe glory. If neceflaries
¢ be wanting, would you owe thém to
‘¢ others rather than to yourfelf?! Con-
“ tent yourfelf with little; gain that
« little by your work ; free yourfelf from
¢« a dependence on others;and you fhall
‘“ be moft noble. - Take courage, there-
¢« fore, and be induftrious.” She end-
ed, and prefented him with a cornuco-
fia. Bacchus appeared crowned with

ivy. - Pan followed playing on a flute,

withthefawns and fatyrs dancing around.
- Pomona prefented a lapful of fruits ; and
Flora fcattered flowers vivid and odori-
ferous. Thefe field-divinities, all of
them, threw-a favourable regard upon
- Melefichton.

_ He
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. He awaked, and was comforted. He
talked of his dream to Praxinoe. They
perceived contentment- within' their
reach, and began to tafte rural pleafures.
Nothing was now to be feen in the fami-
ly but a face of chearful induftry.: Praxi-
noe and Damzta applied themfelves to
fpinning. They had herbs from a-{mall
garden, and milk from a large flock.
Their food was drefled up with clean-
nefs and propriety. It was fimple, na*
tural, and good, -feafoned ‘with an ap-
petite infeparable from temperance and
travail. - Their houfe was neat : the ta<
peftries were fold, but the walls were
whiteand clean. Theirbeds werenotrich;
but they were not the lefs decent, and
eafy. ‘Thekitchen itfelf had an elegance
not to be- feen in great houfes, every
thing in it ‘fhining, and in’ its proper
place. To regale the faniily upon-ex<

_traordinary occafions, Praxinoe produ-

ced honey, and the fineft fruits. She
cultivated a flower-garden, fold part;
and referved part to adorn her houfe.
Dameta imitated her mother. She
e went
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went about finging at her work. Her
tender lambs danced upon the green,
and the echoes around repeated her
. notes. Agriculture.was Melefichton’s.
provinte. He himfelf held the plough,
fowed the grain, and attended the reap-
ers. He found fuch labours more inno<
cent than thofe of war. He planteda
vineyard, and had wine to entertain
his guefts.. Winter, the feafon of
repofe, was dedicated to focial inter-
courfe and innocent amufement. Me+
lefichton thanked the gods for opening
his eyes.  He was now fenfible of the
falfe lufire of ambition and greatnefs;
and he was entirely fatisfied with his pre~
fent lot. InMelibeus, occupation and toil
fupprefledyouthful paflions. The orchard
was his care; he planted trees, and murfed
them up. - He brought a canal of water
into:the garden, which he-divided into
soany rills. His father had infpired him
with a tafte for reading ; and in the inter-
vals of work, his diverfions were hunt-
ing, running, and wreﬂ:hng with the
nexghbourmg youth.

- Melefichton,
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Melefichton, now accuftomed to a life
of fimplicity, found himfelf more at eafe,
than in his wonted grandeur. The ne~
ceffaries of life he had in abundance, and
he defired nothing beyond. The plea-
fures of fociety he tafted in his own fa=
mily. Loveand tendernefs united them
intimately, and beftowed fincere happi-
nefs. At a diftance from court, they
were ignorant | of its giddy.pleafures,
dangerous in the fruition, and ftill more
dangerous in the confequences. Their

pleafures were fiveet, innocent, fimple,

and always within reach. Plenty once a-
gain vifited this family ; but pride and
ambition returned no more.

All the world faid to Meleﬁchton,
¢¢ Riches are returned, it is time to re-
‘ turn to your former grandeur.” Am-
bition, with regard to himfelf, was
thoroughly mortified : but heefteemed
his children, and ‘thought them quali
fied for the higheft rank. To deliberate
upon a {tep fo important, he retired to
his folitary walk, and feated himfelf up-
on the fide of a limpid ftream, révol-

ving
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ving in his mind the paft and future.
Falling infenfibly afleep, the goddefs
Ceres appeared to him as in his former
dream, and thus fhe fpoke.: ¢ To which
¢ would you be devoted; to ambition,
¢ which ruined you; or to induftry,
¢ which has made you rich and happy?
“ True dignity flows from independ-
‘¢ ence, and from the exercife of bene-
¢ volence. Owe therefore your {ubfift-
. % ence to the fruitful earth, and to your
« own labour. . Let never indolence or -
« falfe glory tempt. you to quit that
¢ which is the natural and inexhauftible
¢ fource of all good,? a

Ty

47+

My head, fays the boafting fir to the
humble bramble, is advanced ameng
the ftars; 1 furnith beams for palaces,
and maﬁ:s for fhips; the very fiveat of
my: body is a remedy for the fick and
wounded : whereas thou, O wretched
bramble, creepeft in the dirt, and art
good for nothing in the world but mif~

, chief.
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chief. I pretend not to vie with thee,
faid the bramble, in what thou vaunt-
eft of : but I pray thee, tell me, when
the carpenter comes to fell timber, whe-
ther thou wouldft not rather be a bram-
ble than a fir ?

48.

Side for fide upon a fhelf dwelt two
books, the one new bound in Turky
and well gilt; the other in old parch-_

- ment, gnawed by worms. The new

book, proud of its drefs, cries out, Let
this miferable book be removed: is

_there an eye that this ragged wretch

does not offend? Lefs difdain if you
pleafe, fays the old book : if you knew
me thoroughly.— I defire none of your
acquaintance. Suffer me only to tell
you. — Hold your peace; you difgrace
me. In the mean time a purchafer
comes : he fees and purchafes the parch-
ment-book ; it was an oracle of law.
At the firft glance he condemns the o-
ther; a poem, not lefs extravagant than

cold.
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cold. Here, fays he to the bookfeller, is
fo much precious leather thrown away.

Are you acquainted with none who
are reprefented by thefe books? Is not
the wife man in a poor habit fcorned
by the great lord? and yet he is a
man ; and the other frequently no more
but a habit.

49-
" Dilcontented with his prefent lot, a
certain man was always at his prayers
for better fortune. Jupiter in good
humour tranfports him into the -cele-
ftial magazines, where a number of
bags fealed by the deftinies, ‘were ran-
ged in order, containing all the differ-
~ent fortunes of men.  Here, fays Ju-
piter, your lot is in your hand : but to
regulate your choice, know that the
moft fortunate lots weigh the leaft;
misfortanes only are heavy. - Thanks
to Jupiter, replies our man,I fhall now
be happy. He lays hold of the firft
bag, that of kings, covering cruel cares
under an external pomp. Ohho! fays
: he,
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he, that man muft be vigorous indeed
who bears {o heavy a burden. Throw-
ing it afide, he weighs a fecond, the
bag of the great, and of men in place.
There lie anxiety and profound medi-

‘tation, the thirft of power, the terror

of difgrace. Miferable they to whom

.this lot belongs! cries our man: may

heaven preferve me from it. He goes
on weighing bags without end, finding
them all too heavy, fome by fad con-
finement, fome by unbounded defires,
fome by envy and fear, and fome mere-
ly by the fatiety of pleafure. At laft he
ftumbled on the lot that pleafed . him :
This, fays he, weighs not fomuch. And |
it would weigh ftill lefs, fays the god '
if it did not belong to one who.is ig-
norant of its value. I am not fuch a.
changeling, fays the man, let it be
mine. But you are ignorant of its va-
lue, fays Jupiter, for it is the very lot
you have all along been in poffeflion of.
Farewell ; but learn by this trial to be
{atisfied with it.

Q . 50.
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50.

‘When Calais, after a fhameful re-
volt, was retaken by Edward III. he,
as a punifhment, appointed fix of the
moft reputable burgefles to be put to
death, leaving the inhabitants to chufe
the vi¢tims. 'While the inhabitants,
ftupidly aghaft, declined to make a
choice, Euftace de St Pierre, a bur-
gefs of the firft rank, offered himfelf to
be one of the devoted fix. A generofity
fo uncommon raifed fuch admiration,
that five more were quickly found who
followed his example. Thefe fix illu-
ftrious perfons, marching out bare-foot-
ed, withhaltersabout theirnecks, prefent-
ed to the conqueror the keys of the town.
The Queen being informed of their he-
roic virtue, threw herfelf at the King’s
feet, intreating him, with tears in her
eyes, to regard fuch illuftrious merit.
She not only obtained their pardon, but
entertained them in her own tent, and

difmiffed
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difmifled them with a handfome pre-
fent.

It was the fixed opinion of Ariftides
the Athenian, that he was bound to
ferve his country without the expecta-
tion of being rewarded with riches or
honours. Being one day in the theatre,
where a tragedy of Fichylus was acted,
containing the following words, ¢ That

. ¢ he cared more to be juft, than to ap-

£¢ pear fo ;”” all eyes were inftantly turn-
ed upon Ariftides, as meriting that
charafter ; and from that time he got
the furname of Fu/?. This remarkable
diftinction roufed envy, and envy pre-

- vailed fo far as to procure his banifh-

ment for ten years, upon the unjuft
{ufpicion, that his influence with the
people was dangerous to their freedom.
But his abfence diffipated thefe vain ter-
rors. He was foon recalled ; and with-
out fhewing the leaft refentment againft
his enemies, he, for many years, acted
both in peace and war with the great-
eft prudence and moderation, His dif~

Q2 regard
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regard for money was vifible at his
death; for though he was frequently
treafurer, as well as general, he fcarce
left fufficient to defray the expence of
his burial. But his virtues did not pafs
without reward. He had two daugh-
ters, who were educated at the expence
of the ftate, and got portions allotted
them from the public treafury.

Plancus. being profcribed by the
Triumvirs Antonius, Lepidus, and Oc-
tavius, was forced to abfcond. His
flaves, though put to the torture; re-
fufed to difcover him. New torments
being prepared, Plancus appeared, to
prevent further diftrefs to fervants that
were fo faithful to him, and offered his
throat to the fivords of the execution-
ers. An example fo noble, of mutual
* affettion betwixt a mafter and his flaves,
‘procured a pardon to Plancus, and made
all the world fay, that Plancus only
was worthy of fo good fervants, and
they only were worthy of fo good a
mafter.

Cneius
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Cneius Domitius, Tribune of the Ro-
man people, “burning to ruin his ene-
my Marcus Scaurus, chief of the fenate,
accufed him publicly, before the peo-
ple, of feveral high crimes and mifde-
meanors. His zeal in the profecution
excited a flave of Scaurus, through

hope of a reward, to offer himfelf pri- .

vately as a witnefs. But juftice here
prevailed over revenge : for Domitius,
without liftening to a fingle word, or-
dered the perfidious wretch to be fet-
tered, and to be carried inftantly to his
mafter. This a%tion was fo much ad-
mired, that there was no end of heap-
ing honours upon Domitius. He was
fucceflively elected conful, cenfor, and
chief prieft.

A carpenter who had accidentally -
dropt his ax into a river, petitioned
Mercury to help him to it again. Mer-
cury, for a trial of his honefty, fithed
up a gold ax ; which the man refufed,
as not belonging te him. The next
was a filver ax; which was alfo refu-

Q3 fed,
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fed, for the fame reafon. At laft came
the identical ax that had dropt into the
water ; and this the poor man claimed
as his property. Mercury, to reward his
honefty, gave him all the three.. It
came into the head of another carpent-
er to try the experiment. He threw
his ax into the water, imploring Mer-
cury to reftore it to him. Firft the
gold ax, and then the filver ax, being
prefented, both were refufed ; but the
third was accepted, being that which
had been thrown into the water. The
- knave, now f{wallowing, in his expec-
tations, the other two axes, was bit~
terly difappointed, when he heard the
following words pronounced with a
ftern look, ¢ Learn, impious mortal,
¢ that the gods reward henefty, and not
¢ deceit.” A :

SI.
- In a May morning, two bees fet for-
ward in queft of honey; the one wife
‘and temperate, the other carelefs and
extravagant.. They arrived at a garden
' - enriched
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enriched with aromatic herbs, fragrant
flowers, and delicious fruits. They re-
galed themfelves on the various dainties
fpread before them; the one loading
his thigh with provifions for the diftant
winter ; the other revelling in {weets,
regarding nothing but its prefent gratifi-
cation. At length they found a wide-
mouth’d phial hanging beneath the
bough of a peach-tree, filled with ho-
ney expofed to their tafte in the moft a-
luring manner. The thoughtlefs epicure
plunged headlong into the veflel, re-

. folving to indulge his appetite to the

full. The philofopher fipped a little
with caution, but fufpicious of danger,
flew off to fruits and flowers, where,by
the moderation of his meal, he 1mproved‘
his relifh of them. In the evening, he
called upon his friend to accompany him
back to the hive; but found him fur-
feited in fweets, which he was as un~
able to leave as to enjoy. -Clogged in -
his wings, enfeebled in his feet, and
his whole frame enervated, he was but
judt able to bid his companion adieu, and

, wu;h
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with his lateft breath to lament, that tho”
moderate pleafure may quicken the re-
lith of life, unreftrained indulgence is
inevitable deftruction.

52,

A young man having been condemn-
ed to death for theft, his mother went
lamenting along with him to the place
of execution. There, under pretext
of a whifper, he put his mouth to her
ear, and bit it clear off. The fpe@tators
being provoked by this unnatural ac-
tion; Good people, cried the criminal,
judge not by appearances. It is this
mother of mine who has brought me
- to fhame and punifthment : for had fthe
whipt me foundly for the book I ftole
when I was a boy, I fhould never have
come to the gallows for theft now that
Iam a man.

53.

As two lizards were bafking under a
fouth

BN e S—— ]
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fouth wall, How contemptible, faid one
of them, is our condition! We hold
no fort of rank in'the creation, andare

. utterly unnoticed by the world. Curfed

obfcurity ! why was I not rather born
a ftag to range at large, the pride and
glory of fome royal foreft? In the midft
of thefe murmurs a pack of degs were
in full cry after the very creature that
was envied, who being quite fpent, was
torn in pieces in fight of our two li-
zards. And is this the lordly ftag

- whom you would chufe to be, replied

the wifer liZzard? Let his fad fate teach
you to blefs Providence for your humble
fituation, which fecures you from the
dangers that attend your fuperiors.

, 54 :
A ftag feeing his image in the water ;
Well, fays he, were thofe pitiful fhanks
but anfwerable to this branching head,
how fhould I triumph over mine ene-
mies ? The words were {carce uttered,
when he efpied a pack of hounds co-
ming full cry towards him. Away he .
fcours



[ 190 ]

fcours crofs the plain, cafts off the dogs,
and gains a wood. But prefling through
a thicket, the bufhes” hold him by the
horns, till the hounds come and pull
him down. The laft words he uttered
were thefe : What an unhappy fool was
I, to prefer thew before fubftance! 1

trufted to my horns, that have betray’d

me ; and I difdained my legs, that would
otherwife have brought me off.

55.

An owl fat blinking ini the trunk of a
hollow tree, and arraigned the bright-
nefs of the fun. What ufe for its beams,
fays the, but to dazzle our eyes, fo as
not to fee a moufe? For my part, Iam
at a lofs to conceive for what purpofe fo
glaring an object was created. Oh fool!
replies an eagle, to rail at excellence
which thou canft not tafte, without
perceiving that the fault is not in the
fun, but in thyfelf.

As a fly was leifurely crawling upon
one of the columns of St Paul’s cupola,
fhe
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fhe often ftopped, furveyed, examined,
and at laft broke forthwith the following
exclamation : Strange! that any artift
fhould leave fo fuperb a ftruGture fo
rough and unpolithed. Ah, my friend,
fays a fpider, an architet by profeffion,
you fhould never decide of things be-
yond your capacity : this lofty building
was not erected for fuch diminutive ani-
mals as we are: in the eyes of men
thefe columns may appear as fmooth as

to you the wings of your favourite mi-~
ftrefs.

56.

The peacock, who at firft was diftin-
guithed by a creft of feathers only, pre-
ferred a petition to Juno, that he might
be honoured alfo with a train. Juno
readily aflented to her favourite bird,
and his train {'urpaﬁ'ed that of every o-
ther fowl. The minion, confcxous of his
fuperb appearance, afflumed a propor-
tionable dignity of gait and manners.
The common poultry of the farm-yard
were qmte aftonithed at his magni-

ficence;
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ficence; and even the pheafants beheld
him with envy. But when he attempt-
ed to fly, it was difcovered, that he was
incumbered by the pomp in which he
placed his glory, and that he had facri-
ficed all his activity to oftentation.

57-

Alexander the Great is defcribed with
lefs refolution before the battle of Arbe-
la, than formerly. And no wonder.
At the beginning, he had little reputa-
tion to lofe, but much to gain. Now
he had more reputation to lofe, than he
could gain. '

‘ 58. :

A young man, fon of a cobler ina
fmall village near Madrid, having pufh-
ed his fortune in the Indies, returned to
his native country with a confiderable
ftock, and fet up as a banker in Madrid.
In his abfence his parents frequently
talked of him, praying fervently that
Heaven +ould take him under its pro-

tection,

> ~

~
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tettion ; and the vicar being their friend,’
gave them frequently the public prayers
of the congregation for him. - The

“banker was not lefs dutiful on his part ;

for {o-foon as he was fettled, he mounted
on horfeback, and went alone to the
village. It was ten at night before he

~ got there ; and the honeft cobler was a-
. bed with his wife in a found fleep when

he knocked at the door. Open’ the
door, fays the banker, ’tis your fon
Francillo. Make others believe that if
you can, cried the old man, ftarting
from his fleep ; go about your bufinefs,
you thieving rogues, here is nothing
for you : Francillo, if not dead, is now
in the Indies. He is no longer there,

" replied the banker, he is returned home,

and it is he who now fpeaks to you:

~openyour door, and receive him. Ja- -

cobo, faid the woman, let us rife then;
for I really believe ’tis Francillo, I think
I know his voice. The father ftarting
frombed, lighteda candle, and the mo-
ther putting on her gown in a hurry, o-
pened the door. Looking earneftly on
~ R " Francillo,
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Francillo, fhe flung her arms about his
neck, and hugged him with the utmoft
affetion. Jacobo embraced his fon in
his turn ; and all three, tranfported with
joy after fo long abfence, had no end in
expreffing their tendernefs. After thefe
pleafing tranfports, the banker put his
horfe into the ftable, where he found
an old milch-cow, nurfe to the whole
family. He then gave the old folks an
-account of his voyage, and. of all the
riches he had brought from Peru. They
liftened greedily, and every the leaft
particular of his relation made on them
a fenfible impreflion of grief or joy.
Having finifhed his ftory, he offered
them a part of his eftate, and intreated
his father not to work any more. No,
my fon, faid Jacobo, I love my trade,
and will not leave it off. Why, repli-
ed the banker, is it not now high time for
you to take your eafe ! I1do not propofe
your living with me at Madrid : I
know wellthatacity-life would not pleafe
you: enjoy your own way of living;
but give over your hard labour, and pafs
the
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tie remainder 6f your days in eafe and
plenty. The mother feconded her fon,
and Jacobo yielded. To pleafe you,
Francillo, faid he, I will not work any
more for the public, but will only mend -

“my own fhoes, and thofe of my good

friend the vicar. This agreement being
concluded, the banker eat a couple of
eggs, and flept in the fame bed with his
father and mother, enjoying that kindly
fatisfation which none but dutiful chil-
dren can feel or underitand. The next
morning the banker, leaving his parents
a purfe of three hundred ducats, return-
ed to Madrid: but was much furprifed

‘to fee Jacobo at his houfe a few days’

thereafter. My father, faid he, what
brings you here? Francillo, anfwered
the honeft cobler, I have brought your -
purfe ; take it again ; for I defire to live
by my trade, and have been ready to die

- with uneafinefs ever fince 1 left off work-

R2 59
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59.

A boy, finitten with the colours of a
butterfly, purfued it from -flower to
flower with indefatigable pains. Firft,
he.aimed to furprife it among the leaves
of arofe; then to cover it with his hat,
as it was feeding on a daify:; now hoped
to fecure it as it revelled on a fprig of
myrtle ; and now grew fure of his prize,
perceiving it to loiter on a bed of vio-

lets. But the fickle fly ftill eluded
* his attempts. At laft, obferving it half
buried in the cup of a tulip, he rufhed
_ forward, and fnatching it with violence,
cruthed it to pieces. The dying infect,
‘feeing the poor boy chagrined at his dif-
appointment, addrefled him with the
“ calmnefs of a Stoic, in~ the following
words. Behold now the end. of thy un-
- profitable folicitude ; and learn, for the
- benefit of thy future life, that all plea-
fure is but a painted butterfly ; which-
may ferve to amufe thee in the purfuit,
‘but, if embraced with too much ar-
dour, will perifh in thy grafp.
: - ’ 6o.
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6o.

It is recorded of Agrippina, that con~
fulting the Chaldeans, about the fortune
of her fon Nero, fhe got for a refponfe,
That he would be emperor ; but that
he would kill his mother. ¢ Let him
¢ be emperor,” faid fhe,  though I
¢ die by his hands.” How blind are
we to futurity! We lay out our whole
ftock of happinefs upon a fingle ticket,
and behold it comes out a blank. Nero
was ‘emperor ; but Agrippina was far
from being willing to lay down her life,
as the price of his advancement. Nay,
laying afide this horrid circumftance,
fhe did not find the happinefs fhe pro-

pofed, but the dire¢t contrary. She

had laid her account, that her fon would
be perfectly obfequious to her; and by.

’

his means had fwallowed, in her hopes, .

dominion over the univerfe. But thefe
hopes, like all that are unbounded, pro-

ved abortive. Nero would not be ru- -

led by an imperious woman; and fhe
' R 3 : was
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was in defpair, to find him taken out of

her hands. Blind mortals ! how unfit
to judge or chufe for ourfelves?

A man who had loft a calf, betook
himfelf at lalt to his prayers. Great
Jupiter, fays he, do but thew me the
thief, and I’ll give thee a kid for a facri-
fice. The word was no fooner paffed,
than the thief appeared, which was 2
lion. He fell to his prayers more hear-
tily than before : I have not forgotten
“ my vow, O Jupiter! but now that
¢« thou haft thewed me the thief, I'lk
< make the kid a bull if thouw’lt but
» ¢ free me from him.” '

Cay, Fab. 39. :
"The man to Jove his fuit preferr’d;
He begg’d awife. His prayer was heard.
- Jove wonder’d at his bold addrefling :
For how precarious is the blefling !
A wife he takes. And now for heirs
Again he worries Heav’n with pray’rs.
. Jove nods affent. Two hope ful boys
And a fine girl reward his joys.
: Now,

e et ot b N Y -
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Now, more folicitous he grew,

- And fet their future lives in view:

He faw that all refpect and duty
Were paid to wealth, to power, and
‘ beauty.
Once more, he cries, accept my prayer H
Make my lov’d progeny thy care.
Let my firft hope, my fav’rite boy, .
All Fortune’s richeft gifts enjoy.
My next with ftrong ambition fire :
May favour teach him to afpire ;
>Till he the ftep of power afcend,
And courtiers to their idol bend.
'With ev’ry grace, with ev’ry charm,

- My daughter’s perfect features arm.

If Heav’n approve, a father’s blefs’d.
Jove fmiles, and grants his full requett.

The firft, a mifer at the heart, :
Studious of every griping art,
Heaps hoards on hoards with anxious

pain, :
And all his life devotes to gain.
He feels no joy, his cares increafe, -
He neither wakes nor fleeps in peace;
In fancy’d want, (a wretch complete), .
He ftarves, and yet he dares not eat.
' The
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The next to fudden honours grew;
The thriving art of courts he knew :
He reach’d theheight of power and place;
Then fell, the vi¢tim of difgrace.
Beauty with early bloom fupplies
His daughter’s cheek, and points her
‘ eyes.
The vain coquette each fuit difdains,
And glories in her lovers pains.
With age the fades, each lover flies,
Contemn’d, forlorn, fhe pines and dies.
When Jove the father’s grief furvey’d,
And heard him heav’n and fate upbraid,
Thus fpoke the god. By dutward fhow,
Men judge of happinefs and wo :
Shall ignorance of good and ill
Dare to direct th’ eternal will ?
Seck virtue ; and of that pofleft,
To providence refign the reft.

61.

A lake, the habitation of many a
frog, being dried up in a hot fummer,
two of the fpecies, in queft of water,
difcovered a deep well. One of them,

growing
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~‘growing impatient, propofed to fettle

there, without looking farther. Soft-
ly, fays his companion, if the water
thould alfo fail us here, how fhall we
get out again?

62.

Ned Froth,. who had been feveral
years butler in a family of diftinction,

- having faved about four hundred pounds,

took -a little houfe in the fuburbs, and
laid in a ftock of liquors for ‘which he
paid ready money, and which were,

‘therefore, the beft of the kind. Ned

perceived his trade increafe : He pur-
fued it with frefh alacrity,‘ he exulted
in his fuccefs, and the joy of his heart
fparkled in his countenance. But it hap-
pened that Ned, in the midit of his hap-
pinefs and profperity, was prevailed -
upon to buy a lottery-ticket. The mo-
ment his hope was fixed upon an ob- .
je¢t which induftry could not obtain,
he determined to be induftrious no
longer: to draw drink for a dirty and

boifterous
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boilterous rabble, was a flavery to which
he now fubmitted with relutance, and
he longed for the moment in which he
thould be free : inftead of telling his
ftory, and cracking his joke for the en- -
tertainment of his cuftomers, he recei-
ved them with indifference, was obfer-
ved to be filent and fullen, and amufed
himfelf by going three or four times a-
day to fearch the regifter of fortune for
the fuccefs of his ticket.

In this difpofition Ned was fitting one
morning in the corner of a bench by his
fire-fide, wholly abftracted in the con-
templation of his future fortune; in-
dulging this moment the hope of a mere
poffibility, and the next fhuddering with
the dread of lofing the felicity which
his fancy had combined with the poffef-
fion of ten thoufand pounds. A man
well drefled entered haftily, and inqui-
red for him of his guefts, who many
times called him aloud by his name,

~and curft him for his deafnefs and ftupi-
dity, before Ned ftarted up as froma
dream, and atked witha fretful impa-
. tience
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tience what they wanted. An affeed
confidence of being well received, and
an air of forced jocularity in the ftranger,
gave Ned fome offence; but the next
moment he catched him in his arms in
a tranfport of joy, upon receiving his
congratulation as proprietor of the for-
tunate ticket, which had that morning
been drawn a prize of the firft clafs.

It was not, however, long,, before

* Neddifcovered that ten thoufand pounds

did not bring -the felicity which he ex-
pected ; a difcovery which generally
produces the diffipation of fudden af-
fluence by prodigality. Ned drank, and
whored, and hired fidlers, and bought
fine cloaths; he bred riots at Vauxhall,
treated flatterers, and damned plays. -
But fomething was ftill wanting ; and
he refolved to ftrike a bold ftroke, and
attempt to double the remainder of his
prize at play, that he might live in a
palace, and keep an equipage : but in
the execution of this project, he loft the
whole produce of his lottery-ticket, ex-
cept five hundred pounds in bank-notes,

' : which
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which when he would have ftaked he
could not find. This fum was more
than that which had eftablifhed him in
" the trade he had left; and yet, with the
power of returning to a {tation that was
once the utmoft of his ambition, and
of renewing that purfuit which alone
had made him happy, fuch was the pun-
gency of his regret, that in the defpair
of recovering the money which he knew
had produced nothing but riot, difeafe,
- and vexation, he threw himfelf from
the bridge into the Thames.

63.

Archytas Tarentinus returnmg from
war, found all thmO's at home in great
diforder. Having called. his overfeer,
he _expoﬁulated with him for his fupine
negligence, and ended thus: ¢ Go,”
faid he, ¢ if I were not in anger, I
‘¢ would foundly drub your fides.” Pla-
to, being highly offended at one of his
flaves, ordered Speufippus to chaftife
him, excufing himfelf, becaufe he was

angry.
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angry. And'Carillus a La'cedemoniein,’
to a helot who carried himfelf infolent-
ly and audacioufly, ¢ By the gods, if I
¢ were not angry, I would immediately
¢ put thee to death.” How- different’
the behaviour of Pifo upon fuch an oc-
cafion. A foldier returning from fo-
rage without his companion, of whom
he gave no fatisfatory account, Pifo,

taking it for granted that he had mur-

dered his companion, condemned him
inftantly to death. The fentence was

at the very point of being ‘executed,’

when, behold! the wandering compa-

nion arrived, which filled all hearts’

with joy. They were carried- inftantly
to Pifo, not doubting but that the fen-
tence would be recalled. But fhame

for being in the wrong rekindled Pi- °

fo’s rage, which made him incapable of
acknowledging his rathnefs; and, as if

perfeverance would juftify-a wrong, or-

hide it from others, he committed an-

other act of injuftice, much lefs excu-
fable than the former. The firft fol-
dier was ordered to death, becaufe fen-

S . tence
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tence had pafled againft him; the fe-
cond, becaufe his abfence had occa-
fioned the death of the firft; and the
hangman, for not putting the firft fen—
~ tence in execution.

64.

Auguftus, who was prone to anger,
got the following leffon from Atheno-
dorus the Philofopher; That fo foon as
he fhould feel the firft motions towards,
anger, he fhould repeat deliberately
the whole letters of the alphabet ; for
that anger was eafily prevented, but
not eafily fubdued. To reprefs anger,
it is a good method to turn the injury
into ajeft. Socrates having received a
blow on the hcad, obferved, that it
would be well if people knew when it
were neceffary to put on a helmet. Be-
ing kicked by a boifterous fellow, and
his friends wondering at his patience ;
¢« What,” faid he, *if an afs fhould
« kick me, muft I call him before the
¢ judge Bemg attacked with oppro-

brious
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brious language, he calmly obferved,
that the man was not yet taught to fpeak .
refpe&tfully. '

Czfar having found a collection of let-
ters written by his enemies to Pompey,
burnt them without reading: ¢ For,”
faid he, ¢ though I am upon my guard
¢¢ againit anger, yet it is fafer to remove
¢ its caufe.”

" Cotys King of Thrace, having got a
prefent of earthen veflels exquifitely
wrought, but extremely brittle, broke
them to pieces, that he might not have
occafion of anger againit his fervants.

‘Antigonus King of Syria hearing two
of his foldiers reviling him behind his
tent ; Gentlemen, fays he, opening the
curtain, remove to a greater diftance,
for your King hears you. -

6s.

A farmer who had ftepped into his
S 2 field
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. field to mend a gap ina fenee, found

at his return the cradle where he had

left his only child afleep turned upfide

down, the cloaths all bloody, and his -
dog lying in the fame place befmeared

alfo with blood. Convinced by the
fight, that the creature had deftroyed
his child, he dafhed out its brains with
the hatchet in his hand; then turning
up the cradle, he found the child un-
hurt, and an enormous ferpent lying
dead on the floor, killed by that faith-
ful dog which he had put to death in
blind paffion.

66,

A horfe having a quarrel with a boar,
- applied to a man to aid him in his re-
_yenge. The man arming himfelf,.
mounted the horfe, and killed the boar.
But the horfe, in gratifying his refent-
ment, loft his liberty: for the man
would be pleafed with no other re-
ward, than to have the command of the
horfe whenever he fhould have occafion ;
and

t
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and therefore ordered him to be locked
up in the ftable.

. A bear was fo pained with the fting

‘of abee, that he ran like mad into the

bee-garden, and overturned all the hives.

"This outrage brought upon him an ar-

my of bees. Being almoft ftung to
death, he refleéted how much more
prudent it had been, to pafs over one

" injury, than by rath paffion to provoke

a thoufand.

The Marfhal of Turenne, being in
great want of proviﬁohs, quartered his
army by force in the town of St Micheél.
Complaints were carried to the Marfhal
de la Ferte, under whofe government
that town was ; who, being highly dif~

* obliged for what was done to his town

without his authority, infifted to have
the troops inftantly diflodged. Some
time thereafter La Ferte fecing a foldier
of Turenne’s guards out of his place, beat
him feverely. The foldier, all bloody,
complammg to his General, was in-

S3 ftantly
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ftantly fent back to La Ferte, with the

following compliment ; ¢ That Tu-

¢ renne was much concerned to find his
¢ foldier had failed in his refpe& to
¢ him, and begged the foldier might
¢ be punithed as he thought proper.”
The whole army was aftonithed; and
La Ferte himfelf being furprifed, cried

out, *“ What! is this man to be always.

¢ wife, and Ialways a fool!”

. One afking at Diogenes, what courfe
~ he fhould take to be revenged of his e-
nemy? By becoming a good man, an-
fwered the philofopher.

It being told to Philip of Macedon,
that feveral calumnies were fpread a-
gainft him by the Athenian orators ; ¢ It
¢ fhall be my care,” faid the prince,

“ by my life and aéhons to prove them

(13 llars ”»

Solon ebferving one of his friends .

' grieving beyond meafure, led him to
the caftle of Athens, and bade him caft
. ‘ - his

. ——
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his eyes upon the houfes below.
¢¢ Think now,” fays he, ¢ what a num-

"« ber of diftreffed perfons thefe houfes

¢ have contained, do at prefent con-
¢ tain, and will contain in time co-~

“ ming. Forbear then impotently to’

“ deplore your misfortunes, which are
¢ common to ‘all.” It was a faying of
the fame wife man, That if all the mif~
fortunes incident to human nature were

* gathered into one heap, to be again

diftributed among individuals, every
man would draw out his own misfor-
tune, rather than take what chance
fhould offer.

To Cicero grieving for the death of
his daughter Tullia, his friend Sulpi~
cius wrote the following letter. ¢ Re-
¢« turning from Afia, by fea, I amufed
« myfelf with diftinguithing the coun-
« tries about me. Behind me was -
“gina, before me Megara; on the
¢ right hand Pirzus, on the left Co-
« rinthus; towns formerly flourithing,
¢“ now in ruins. This fight fuggefted

. (4 the
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¢¢ the following refle¢tion : Why fhould
¢ we fhort-lived mortals grieve at the
¢ death of a friend, when we fee eve-
¢ ry day the greateft cities reduced to
¢« afhes? 'When fo many illuftrious men,
¢¢ heads of the Roman ftate, have fub-
¢« mitted to death; why fhould you,
“ my friend, be fo much moved with
¢ the death of a fingle woman, whe
“ muft have died of old age had fhe li~
“ ved a few years longer.” -

67.

Some friends of Philip of Macedon
advifing him to banith a man who had
‘fpoken ill of him at court; By no means,
faid he; for that is the ready way te
make him rail at me where I am lefs
known. Being importuned to punith
the ingratitude of the Peloponnefians,
for having hiffed him at the Olympic
games ; How will they ferve me, re-
plied he, fhould I punith them, when
they cannot forbear affronting me after
fo many obligations ?

68.
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68.

Philip of Macedon being advifed te
banifth a man who had railed at him;
Let us firft fee, fays he, whether 1 have
not given him occafion. And under-
ftanding that this man had done him

fervices without receiving any reward,

he gave him a confiderable gratuity.

The Emperor Auguftus being in-
formed of a confpiracy againit his life,
conducted by Lucius Cinha, was at firft
moved by refentment to refolve upon

the crueleft punithment. But reflect-

ing afterwards, that Cinna was a young
man of an illuftrious family, and ne-
phew to the great Pompey, he broke
eut into bitter fits of paffion: ¢ Why
¢ live I, if it be for the good of ma-
“ ny that I fhould die? Mutit there be
‘“ no end of my cruelties? Is my life of
¢ {a great value, that oceans of blood
¢ muft be thed to preferve it?” His wife
Livia ﬁndlng him in this perplexity,

“ Wwill
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* Will you take a woman’s counfel ? ”’
faid fhe. ¢ Imitate the phyficians, who
¢ when the ordinary remedies fail, make
« trial of what are extraordmary By
¢ feverity you have prevailed nothing.
¢ Lepidus has followed Savidienus,
¢ Murena Lepidus, Capio Murena,
¢ and Egnatius Czpio. Begin now,
¢ and try whether fweetnefs and cle-
“ mency may not fucceed. Cinna is
¢ detected : forgive him; he will ne-
¢ ver henceforth have the heart to hurt
¢ thee; and it will be an ac of glory.”.
Auguftus was a man of fenfe. He re-
lithed the advice, and calling Cinna to
a private conference, he fpoke as fol-
lows: ¢ Thou knoweft, Cinna, that
“ having joined my enemies, I gavé
4 thee thy life, reftored thee all thy
“ goods, ‘and advanced thy fortune e-
¢¢ qually with the beft of thofe who had
¢ always been my friends. The facer-
¢ dotal office I conferred upon thee, af-
¢ ter having denied it to others, who
¢ had borne arms in my fervice. And
“ yet, after Yo many obligations, thou

¢« hatt
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¢ haft undertaken to murder me.” See-
ing Cinna aftonifhed, and filent, with the
confcioufnefs of guilt, he went on as
follows. ¢ Well! Cinna,. go thy way;
¢“ T again give thee that life as a traitor
“anda parricide, which I before gave
¢ thee as an enemy. Let friendihip
“from this time forward commence
¢ betwixt us; and let us make it ap-
¢ pear, whether thou haft received thy
¢ life, or I have given it, with:the bet-

. ¢ ter faith.” Some time after; he pre-

ferred Cinna.to. the confular dignity,

complaining that he had: not refolution.
to demand it. Their friendthip conti-

nued wpinterrupted till Cinna’s death ;

who, in token of his gratitude, ap-

pointed Auguftus to be his fole heir.

And it is remarkable, that’ Auguftus

reaped the due reward of a clemency {o0)
generous and exemplary ; for from that
time there never ‘was' the flighteft. con-
fpiracy or atteinpt againft him.

La
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La Motte, 1. 5. fab. 18.

Parmi les animaux I’eléphant eft un
fage. 3
H fgait philofopher, penfer profondé-
ment. '
En doute-t-on ? Voici le témoignage
De fon profond raifonnement.

Jadis certain marchand d’yvoire,

Pour amafler de ces os précieux
S’en alloit avant la nuit noire
Se mettre 4 I’ affGit dans les lieux
-+ Od les eléphans venoient boire.
La, d’un arbre élevé notre chaffeur lan-
goit
Sans reliche fleche fur ﬁcche
Quelqu'une entre autres falfoit
_ breche,
Et quelque eléphant trcpaﬂ'mt
Quand le jour éloignoit la troupe elé-
- phantine, '
L’homme héntoxt des dents du
mort.
Ceeft fur ce gain que rouloxt fa cui-
fine;
_Et chaque foir il tentoit méme fort.
Une

——
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Une fois donc qu’ilattendoit fa proye,
Grand nombred’ eléphans de loin fe firent’
"voir.
Cet objet fut d’abord fa joye;
Bien-tét ce fut fon défefpoir.
Avec une clameur tonnantc
Tout ce peuple colofle accourut 3 l’ar-
cher,
Environne fon arbre, ol faifi d’épou-
vante .
i maudit mille fois ce-qu’il venoit cher- -
. cher. -
Le chef des eléphans, d’un feul coup. de
fa trompe,
" Met Varbre & le chaffenr & bas ;
* Prend ’homme fur fon dos, le mene en
grande pompe '
Sur une ample collme ol I'yvoire eft &
tas. :
‘Tien, lui dit-il, c’elt notre cimetiere;
Voild des dents pour toi, pour tes’
voifins :
Romp ta machine meurtriere,
Et va remplir tes magazins.
Tu ne cherchois qu’a nous détruirc;
T -Au
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Au lieu de te détruire auffi,
Nous t’otons feulement Pinterét de rous
' nuire.

Le fage doit ticher de fe vanger ainfi.

69.

Once upon a time, the hares were
greatly diffatisfied with their miferable
condition. Here we live, fay-they, at

the mercy of men, dogs, eagles, and.

many other creatures, whofe prey we
are. We had better die once for all,
than live in perpetual dread, which is
worfe thandeath. Refolving, with one
confent, to.drown themfelves, they
{cudded away to the next lake. A num-
ber of frogs, terrified by the noife;

~ jumped from the bank into the water
with the greateft precipitation. Pray
Jet us have a little patience, fays a hare
of a grave afpec, our condition may not
be altogether fo bad as we fancy : if we
are afraid of fome creatures, others, we
fee, are not lefs afraid of us.

.70,

— ——
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70.

A butterfly, proudly perched on the
leaves of a marygold, was boafting the
-vaft extent and variety of his travels.
I have wandered threugh regions of
eglantine and honeyfurckle, I have revel-
ed on beds of violets and cowllips, and
have enjoyed the delicious fragrance of
rofes and carnations. In fhort, I have
vifited all the flowers of the field and
garden, and muft be allowed to know
- the world. A fnail, who on a cabbage-
leaf hung attentive to his wonders, was
{truck with admiration ; and concluded
him from his unbounded experience to
be the wifeft of creatures. A bee pur-
fuing her occupation on a neighbour-
ing bed of marjoram, heard the often~
tatious vagrant, and reprimanded him
in the following manner. Vain, emp-
ty flutterer, whom inftru®ion cannot
improve, nor experience enlighten!
thou haft rambled over the world;
what knowledge haft thou acquired
' T 2 thou
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thou haft feen variety of objects, what
conclufions haft thou drawn from them?
after having tafted of every amufement,
haft thou extratted any thing for ufe?
I too ama traveller ; look into my hive,
and let my treafures fbadow out to thee
the true intent of travelling, which is,
to colle® materials either for private e-
molument or for public advantage.

71,

Philopemen arriving the firftat aninn
where he was expected, the hoftefs, fee--
ing him an unfightly fellow, and taking
him for one of Philopemen’s fervants,
employed him to draw water. His
train arriving prefently after, and fur-

-prifed to fee him thus employed; “ T
“ am,” faid he, “ paying the penalty
“ of my uglinefs.” '

Periwigs being firlt ufed to cover
baldnefs, a certain cavalier had one for
that purpofe, which paffed for his own
hair. Riding one day in company, a
fudden puff of wind blew oft his hat and.

wig,
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wig, and difcovered his bald pate, which
provoked a loud laugh.* He fell a
laughing with the reft, and faid, merri~
ly, ¢¢ How could I expect to keep other
< peoples hair, when I could not keepw
« my own !’

72,

A fox taken ima trap; was glad tor
compound matters, by leaving his tail .
behind him. To palliate his misfor-- -
tune, he made a learned difcourfe to his.
companions, of the wleleflnefs, the
trouble, and the indecency of tails. He-
had no fooner ended, than up rofe a-
cunning fage, who defired to be inform--
ed, whether the worthy member who.
had harangued fo pathetically, meant
his advice for the advantage of thofe
who had tails, or to hide the deformity.
and difgrace of thofe who had none.

73

And old man and a boy were driving:
T3 an
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an’ afs before them to the next marker
for fale. Have you no more wit, fays
a paflfenger, tham to trudge it a-foot,
when you have an afs to ride.on! The
old man: took the hint, and fet the boy
upon the afs.  Says another to the hoy,
You lazy rogue you, muft you ride, and

~ let your aged father go a-foot? The
man took down his boy, and got up:

lzumfelf Do you fee, fays a third, how
the lazy old knave rides, while the poor
little child has niuch ado to creep after
him? .The man took up his fon behind
him. The next they met afked the old
man, Whether the afs were his own:?
Ye faid, Yes. Troth there’s little fign
of it, fays the other, by your loading

him thus. 'Well, fays the man to-him-
" felf, what am I to do now? Nothing
new occurred to him, but te bind ‘the
afs’s legs together witha cord, and to
carry him to market with a pole upon
- their thoulders. This he attempted,,
and became truIy ridiculous..

. ”

e
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74
A man wanting to purchafe a parrot,
repairs to a thop where there were plen-
ty ; furveys them all with attention,
and was charmed with their eloquence.
Obferving one that was filent ; And you,
Mr Unfociable, not a fingle'word? are

" you afraid of being troublefome? I

think not the lefs, rephes our fage par-
rot. ‘Admirable! fays the purchafer
‘What’s your price? So much. There
ttis; I am happy. He went home in
full belief that his parrot could fpeak
miracles. But after a month’s trial, it
could not utter a word except the tire-
fome, I think not the lsfs. Wo beto
you, fays the mafter ; you are no better
than a fot ; and I a greater fot for va-
luing you upon a fingle word..

75

A dog, croffing a river with a piece

_of fleth in hlS mouth, faw his image i

the
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the water, which he miftook for an-
other dog with another piece of flefh.
Greedy to have both, he fnatches at the
fiadow, and lofes the fubftance.

76.

In aripe field of corn, a lark had'a
brood of young ones; and when fhe
went abroad to forage for them, fhe o~
dered them to take notice of what
thould happen in her abfence. They
told her at her return, that the owner
of the field had been there, amd had re-
quefted his neighbours to reap his corn.
Well, fays the lark, there’s no danger
as yet. They told her the next day;,.
‘that he had been there again, with the
fame requett to his friends. Well, well,
fays fhe, there’s no danger in: that nei-
ther ; and fo the went out for provi-

\ﬁons as before. But being informed.

the third day, that the owner and his
fon were to come next morning te per-
form the work themfelves; Nay, then,

fays fhe, it is time to look about us. As
- for
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for the neighbours and friends, I feared
them not ; but the owner, I'm fure,
will be as good as his word, for it is
his own- bu{mefs.

Mercury, in order to know what efti-
mation he bore among men, “went to
the houfe of a famous ftatuary, where
he cheapened a Jupiter and a_funo. - He
then feeing a Mercury with all his {ym-
bols ; Here am I, . faid he to himfelf, in
the quahty of Jupxter s meflenger, and -

“the patron of artifans, with all-my trade
“about me ; and now willthis fellow afk

me ﬁftéen.titries 4s much for- that ftatue

* as hedid forthe others: and {6 demand-

ed-what 'was the value of that piece:

"Why truly, fays the ﬁ:atuary, ‘you feem

to be a civil gentleman ; - give.me bub
my price for the other two, and. you
fhall have that into the bargain.
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78. |

A conceited afs had once the imper-
tinence to brdy forth fome contemptu-
ous fpeeches againt the lion. The fud-
dennefs of the infult inflamed the lion;
but turning his head, and perceiving
the afs, he walked on without deigning
10 honour the wretch even with fo much
as an angry word.

-

79.
The oak upbraided the willow, that
it was weak and wavering, and gave
way to .every blaft; while he himfelf
fcarned, he faid, to bend to the moft
raging tempeft. Soon after, it blew a
burricane.  The willow yielded and

gave way : ‘but the oak, ftubbornly re-
fifting, was torn up by the roots.

8o.

Lycurgus being queftioned about the -
- © law
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law which difcharged portions to be gi-
ven to young women, faid, That in the

* choice of a wife, merit only thould be-

confidered ;- and that the law was made-
to prevent young women being chofen
for their riches, or neglected for their
poverty. A man deliberating whether
he thould give his daughter in marriage
to a man of virtue with a fmall fortune,
«or to a rich man who was not famed for
probity, Themiftocles faid, ¢ I would
¢ beftow my daughter upon a man with-
¢ put’ money, rather than upon money -
« without a man.” '

81.

A controverfy betwixt the fun and
the wind, Which was the ftronger? was
agreed to be decided in favour of him
who fhould make a traveller quit his-
cloak. The wind fell prefentlya-ftorm-
ing, and threw hail-hot in the very
teeth of the traveller. He wraps him-
{elf up the clofer, and advances ftill in

Ipight of the weather. The fun then

began
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began his part, and darted his beams fo
ftrongly, that at laft the traveller grew
faint with the heat, put oft his cloak,

and lay down in the fhade to refrefh

himfelf.
32.

. Martfhal Turenne, in his campaign

1656, difpatched a body of men to ef~

cort fome loaded waggons that’ were
coming from Arras ; and gave the com-
mand to the Countde Grandpré. The
young Count being engaged in a love-
adventure, {uffered the convoy to march,
commanded by the ‘major of his regi~
ment. A Spanith party that attacked
the convoy being repulfed, the provi-
fions were brought fafe to the camp.
The Marthal being informed of Grand-
pré’s neglect of duty, faid to the officers
who were about him, * The Count
¢ will .be very angry with me for em-’

“ ploying him another way, and difap-
¢ pointing him:of this opportunity to

% fhow his bravery.”. Thefe words be-

: ing

\

‘

-
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ing reported to the Count, he ran to
his General’s tent, threw himfelf at his
feet, and exprefled his repentancevith
tears full of gratitude and affection.
The Marthal reproved him witha pa-~
ternal feverity; and the reproof made
fuch an 1mprefﬁon, that during the reft
of the campaign, this young officer i -

" malized himfelf by the braveft actions,

and became at length one of the ableft
commanders of the age.

- 1

83.

‘Mifs Molly, a fam’d toaft was fair and

young,

Had wealth and charms—but then fhe
had a tongue.

From morn to night th' eternal larum
rung,

Which often loft thofe hearts her eyes
had won.

Sir John was {fmitten, and confefs’d his
flame,

Sigh’d out the ufual time, then wed tte
dame ;

U Poflefs’d
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Poflefs’d he thought of every joy of .
- life ;

But his dear Molly prov’d a very wife.

Excefs of fondnefs did in time decline,

Madam lov’d money, and the Knight
lov’d wine.

From whence fome petty difcords would
arife,

As, Yowre a fool—and, You are ngh—
ty wife!

- Tho’ he and all the world allow’d her
w1t

Her voice was fhrill, and rather loud
than {weet ;

When the began—for hat and fword
he’d call,

Then after a faint kifs,—cry, B Ys ‘Dear
" Moll :

- Supper and friends expe@ me at the

_ Rofe. '

And, what, Sir John, -you’ll get your
ufual dofe ! A ,

‘Go, ftink of fmoke, and guzzlenaftywine;

-Sure, never virtuous love was us’d like
mine ! :

O‘&
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Oft as the watchful bellman march’d
) his round, ’
At a frefh bottle gay Sir John he found.

By four the Knight would get his bufi--
nefs done,

And only then reel’d off, becaufe alone;.

Full well he knew the dreadful ftorm
to come,

But arnvd with Bourdeaux, he durft
venture home.

My Lady with her tongue was ftill pre~
d, :
She ratpt?;d l,oud and he impatient heard:
’Tis a fine hour ! ! In a fweet pickle
. made !
And this, Sir John, is every day the trade..
Here 1 fit moping all the live-long
night,
Devour’d with fpleen, and ftranger to
delight ;
Till morn fends ftaggering home a drun--
ken beatt,
Refolv’d to break my heart, as well as.
reft. '

Use Hey!!
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Hey! hoop! d’ye hear my dammn’d
obftrep’rous {poufe,
‘What, can’t you find one bed about the
houfe? ) _
Will that perpetual clack lie never ftill?
That rival to the foftnefs of a mill !
Some couch and diftant -room muit be
, my choice,
Where I may fleep uncurs’d with wife
and noife.

Long this uncomfortable life they ted,
With fnarling meals, and each a fepa—
' rate bed. -
To an old uncle oft ﬂ1e would com-
plain,
Beg his advice, and fcarce from tears re-
, frain.
Old Wifewood {mok’d the matter as it
was,
Cheer up, cry’d he! and T'll remove
the caufe.

- A wondrous {pring within my garden
- flows,
Of fov’reign virtue, chiefly to compofe
Domettic
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Domeftic jars, and matrimonial ftrife,.
The beft elixir t’ appeafe man and wife ;
Strange are the effects, the qualities di-~-
vine,
*Tis water call’d, but worth its weight:
in: wine..

If inhis fullen-airs Sir John-fhould come;,

Three f{poonfuls take, hold in. your-
mouth,—then mum :

Smile, and look. pleas’d, when he fhall:

” rageand fcold,.

Still in' your mouth the healmg cordial:
hold ;

One month this {ympathetic med’cine-
try’d, .

He’ll grow a lover; you a happy bride.

But, deareft niece, keep this (rrand {ecret:
clofe,.

@r ey’ry prattling huffey ’ill beg a dofe..

A water-bottle’s br-ougﬁt. for her re-
lief’;

'Not Nantz could fooner eafe the lady’s-

grief ;-
Her bufy thoughts are on the trial bent,.

And, female-like, impatientfor th’event!:
- Ug The.
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The bonny kmight reels home exceed-

ing clear,

Prepar’d for clamour, and domeftic
war :

Entering, he cries,—Hey! where’s our
thunder fled !

No hurricane! Betty ’s your lady dead *

Madam afide an ample mouthfuk
takes,

Curt’fies, loaks kind, but not a word:

~ fhe fpeaks.

Wend'ring, he ftar’d, fcarcely his eyes
believ’d,

But found his ears agreeably deceiv’d.

Why, hew now, Molly, what’s the
crotchet now? | -

She fmiles, and anfwers only with a
bow.

Then clafping her about-—Why, let me
die !

Thefe mght-cloaths, Moll, become thee

" mightily !

With that, he figh’d, her hand began to
prefs, ’

And Betty calls, her lady to undrefs.

- Nay,,
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Nay, kifs me, Molly,—for I'm nruch in-

’ clin’d:

Her lace fhe cuts, to take him in the
mind.

Thus the fond pair to bed enamour’d
went,

The lady pleas’d, and the good kmght

~ content.

For many days thefe fond endear-

ments pafs’d,

The reconciling bottle fails at laft ;

*Twas us’d and gone; — then midnight
ftorms arofe.

And looks and words the union difcom-
pofe.

Her coach is order’d, and poft-hafte fhe
flies, :

To beg her uncle for fome frefh fupplies,.

Tranfporteddoes theftrangeeffectsrelate,

Her knight’s converfion, and her hap-
py ftate!

‘Why, niece, fays he,-—I prythee appre-
hend,
The water’s water,—be thyfelf thy friend:
, Such
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Such beauty would the coldeft hufband:
warm,.

But your provoking tongue undoes the-
charm:

Be filent and complying. — You'll foon
find ,

Sir John, without a med’cine, will. be.
kind..

84.

A lion having fed too plentifully o
the carcafe of a wild boar, was feized
" with a violent and dangerous diforder-.
The. beafts of the foreft flocked inquan--
tities to pay their refpects to their King:
on this occafion; ‘and tliere was not one-
abfent but the fox.. The wolf feized:
this opportunity to accufe the fox of:
pride, ingratitude, and difaffeGtion to»

his Majefty. In-the midit of:his invec--

tive the fox entered ;- who obferving the:
lion’s countenance kindling into wrath,

addrefled the aflembly with a tone of’

zealous loyalty, ¢ May the King live-
for ever.”” Then turning to the lion,.
S ¢TI

e«
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¢ fee many here, who with mere lip-
¢ fervice pretend to thow their loyalty;
“’but for my part, from the moment I
¢ heard of your Majefty’s illnefs, I em-
¢ ployed myfelf day and night to find a
¢ remedy for your difeafe, and have at
¢ length happily got one that is infal-
¢ lible. Itisa plaifter made from the
¢ {kin of a wolf, taken warm from his
¢ back, and laid to your Majefty’s fto-
¢ mach.” No fooner propofed than a-
greed to. And while the operation was
performing, the fox, with a farcattic
{mile, whifpered to the wolf this ufeful
maxim: If you would be fafe from harm,

~ learn not to contrive mifchief againft o-

thers.

-85,

An eagle feized fome young rabbits
for food to her young. The mother-
rabbit adjured her, in the name of all

- thofe powers that protect the innocent

and opprefled, to have compaffion upon
her miferable children. But the eagle,
' - in.
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- inan outrage of pride, tears them to
pieces. The rabbits made a common
caufe of it, and fell to undermining the
tree where the eagle timbered ; which,
on the firit blaft of mind, fell flat to the
ground, neft, eaglets, and all. Some
of them were killed by the fall, the reft
were devoured by birds and by beafts of
prey,infight of theinjured mother-rabbit.

86.

A company of boys were watching
frogs at the fide of a pond, and fill as
any of them put up their heads, they
were pelted down again with ftones,
Children, fays one of the frogs, you ne-
ver confider, that though this maybe play
to you, it is death to us.

87. .

And it came to pafs after thefe things,
that Abraham fat in the door of his tent,
about the going down of the fun.

And behold, a man bent with age,

coming
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coming from the way of the wildernefs,
t' leaning on a ftaff. -
: And Abraham arofe, and met him,
. faid unto him, Turn in, I pray thee, and
! wath thy feet, and tarry all night; and .
®  thou fhalt arife early in the morning, and
* go on thy way.
!+ . And the man faid, Nay, for I will a-
. bide under this tree.

But Abraham prefled him greatly: fo
he turned, and they went into the tent:
and Abraham baked unleavened bread,

s and they did eat.

And when Abraham faw that the man
.5 blefled not God, he faid unto him,
., Wherefore doft thou not worthip the
» moft high God creator of heaven and
;  earth?

And the man anfwered and fald Ido
not worfhip thy God, neither do I call
upon his name ; for I have made to my-
felf a god, which abideth always in
mine houfe, and provideth me with all
things.

And Abraham’s zeal was kindled a-
gainft the man, and he arofe, and fell

" upon

s
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upon him, and drove him forth with
blows into the wildernefs.

And God called unto Abraham, fay-
ing, Abraham, where’is the ftranger?

And Abraham anfwered and faid,
Lord,; he would not worfhip thee, nei-
ther would he call upon thy name;
therefore have'I driven him out from
before my face, into the wildernefs.

And God faid, Have I borne with him
thefe hundred ninety and eight years,
and nourithed him, and cloathed him,

notwithftanding - his rebellion againft

me; and couldft not thou, who art thyfelf
a finner, bear with him one night?

And Abraham faid, Let not the an-
ger of the Lord wax hot againft his fer-
vant : lo, Ihave finned; forgive me, I
pray thee.

And Abraham arofe, and went forth
into the wildernefs, and fought dili-
gently for the man; and found him,
and returned with him to his tent ; and
when he had intreated him kindly, he
fent him away in the morning, with
gifts, .

8.

e ——
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88.

Four men there were, linked in clofe
friendthip. If they differed, it was not
in love: In fentiment? that may be :
one ivas for the fair beauty, another for
the brown ; onedealt in profe, another
in verfe ; which occafioned frequent dif-
putes to feafon their converfation. One

.day a favourite topic was ftarted : they
_took fides, grew warm; nothing but

noife inftead of reafon. At laft they
parted almoft in bad humour; and at
that inftant fcarce believed themfelves
friends. After a calm was reftored,
Gentlemen, fays one, how happy would
it be for friends to be all of one mind ?

" They at once agreed upon a fupplica-
~ tion to the gods, to remove their only

caufe of difcord, by giving them one

. mind, as they had-one heart. They

marched in a body to the temple of A-
pollo, and prefented their humble re-
queft. The god inclined his ear,i ex-

of
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- of an eye, moulded their minds into |

one. From that moment their thoughts,
their defires, their fentiments were the
fame. If one made an obfervation, all
affented : if another declared his opi-
nion, the reft gave anod. Good! faid
they, behold our difputes and our ill

blood are at an cnd. Very true: but .

are not the charms of converfation at
an end alfo? no beautiful refle®ions, no
warm fentiments, (parks of fire ftruck
out by oppofition, enlightening the
mind, chearing the heart, and making

time pafs fweetly. Yes is now the on-

ly word: friendfhip decays, indiffer-
ence hangs over them like a cloud, and
irkfome pafs the hours, wont to fly

with a fwift pace. Lofing all patience,

they fly from each other, and feek with
induftry new friendfhips.

89.

. The fox inclining to play the wag
wx;h his neighbour the ftork, invited
her to' dinner, conﬁﬁmg entlrely of
' , foups

S N
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- foups ferved upin fhallow dithes, which -

were without reach of the ftork, fur-
ther than to touch them with the tip of
her bill. The fox, devouring plentiful-
ly, demanded frequently of his gueft how
the liked her entertainment, hoped that
every dith was feafoned to her mind,
and protefted his forrow to fee her eat

“fo fparingly. The ftork pretended to

like every difh extremely; and at part-
ing gave the fox fo hearty an invitation
to dine with her, that he could not
in' civility - refufe. But to his great
mortification, the dinner being compo-
fed of minced meat, ferved up in long
narrow-necked glaffes, he was tantali-

fed with the fight of what he had no ac-

cefs to tafte. - The ftork, thrufting in
along bill, and helping herfelf plentiful-
ly, turned to Reynard, who was eager-
ly licking the outfide of a jar where
fome fauce had been fpilled,—I am glad,

faid fhe, {miling, that you have fo good

an appetite: I'hope you will make as
hearty a dinner at my table as I did
at yours. Reynard hung down his
. ' X 2 head,
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head, and was much out of counte-

nance. Nay, nay, faid the ftork; in-
" ftead of being out of humour, you
“ought to make the following refletion,

That he who cannot take a jeft fhould
_not make one.

90." .

A certain bird in the Weft Indies has
the faculty of mimicking other birds
without liaving a fingle note of its own.
As one of thefe: mock-birds,. upon the
branches of a venerable oak, was dif-

playing his talent of ridicule; It is very

well, faid a little fongfter, we grant

that our mufic has faults; but better -

fo than no mmfic at all, which is thy
cafe.

9‘!0 N

The Marquis of Louvois, Jealous of :
the Marfhal de Turenne, did all in his

power fecretly to crofs his defigns.
This jealoufy was the main fpnng of
the

2 SR
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- the misfortunes of France in the cam-

paign 1673. The King faw himfelf :

.upon the point of being forfaken by his

allies, and left alone to maintain a war

- ‘againft the Empire, Spain, and Hol-
land. The Marfhal de Turenne could

. not diffemble his uneafinefs, and there

~ appeared in his countenance an air of

thoughtfulnefs and melancholy. Ha-

ving returned to court, after putting his .

army into winter-quarters, the King re-
ceived him with great demonftrations
of efteem and affe¢tion. His Majefty,

in private, converfed frequently with

him of the means to re-eftablifh affairs
next campaign; and {poke to him one

" day of the fatal confequences of Lou-

vois’s counfels; which gave Turenne
a favourable opportunity to revenge
himfelf of the minitter, had he been fo
difpofed. The Marthal contented him-
felf with anfwering, ¢ That the Mar-

. “ quis de Louvois was very capable of

¢ doing his Majefty fervice in the cabi-
¢ net, but that he had not experience
“« enough in war to take upon him the

X3 “direttion
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. “direftion of it.” This moderation
and generofity extremely pleafed -the
young King, who affured Turenne, that
. in fpite of all his minifters, he fhould
always be his favourite. He then {poke
of the Marquis de St Abré, acquaint-
ing Turenne that St Abré had blamed
-his condu@, and written to Louvois,

that if he had been confulted, he could
have faved Bonne, without hazarding
Alface. ¢ Why then did he not fpeak
“to me!”’ faid the Marfhal, with
great moderation: ¢ I fhould have
¢ heard him with pleafure, and profit-
¢ ed by his advice.,” He then excufed
'St Abré, commended him, gave an ex-
a& account of his fervices, intreated-
the King not to deprive him of fo able
a lieutenant-general, and left not the
cabinet till he obtained from the King a
gratuity to him. .

92.

A lion havmg got into his clutches a
poar moufe, let her go at her earneft
. fupplication.
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fupplication. A few days after, the

lion being catched in a net, found a

grateful return. For this very moufe -
fet herfelf to work upon the couplings

of the net, gnawed the threads to pie-

ces, and {o delivered her benefactor.

93

Two neighbours, one blind and one
lame, were called to a place at a con-
fiderable diftance. - The blind man car-
ried the lame man, and the lame man
directed the way. '

94.

Tacitus, treating of Corbulo’s difci-
pline *, obferves, that in his army the
firk or fecond fault was not pardoned
as in other armies. The foldier wha
left his ftandard was immediately put

" to death. And experience proved this

pradice to be not only ufeful, but mer-

* Apnal L 13. §35.
o ciful ;
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ciful; for fuch crimes were feldom
committed in his camp.

95.

Eudamidas, a Corinthian, had two
friends ; Charixenus, and Aretheus.
Eudamidas being poor, and knowing
his two friends to be rich, made his
will as follows. ¢ I bequeath to A-
¢ retheus the maintenance of my ‘mo-
¢¢ ther, to fupport and provide for
¢ her in her old age. I bequeath to
¢¢ Charixenus the care of marrying my
¢ daughter, and of giving her as good
“a portion as he is able. ‘And in
¢ cafe of the death of either, 1 fubfti-
¢ tute the furviver in his place.” They
who firft faw this will, made them-
felves extremely merry with it. But
the executors had a different fenfe of the
matter ; theyaccepted the legacies with
great fatisfation. Charixenus dying
foon after, Aretheus undertook the
whole. He nourifhed the old woman
with great care and tendernefs. Of his
: eftate,
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eftate, which was five talents, he gave
_the half in marriage with a daughter,
_his only child ; the other half in mar-
riage with the daughter of his friend;
and in one and the fame day folemnized
both their nuptials.

. 96.

Artaxerxes King of Perfia, according
‘to Xenophon’s relation, erred againft
this rule. He liftened to the report
that his brother Cyrus was meditating -
to rebel again{t him; and fent for Cy-
sus, refolving to put him to death.
But he was pardoned by the intercef-
fion of their mother Paryfates. Our
author adds, that Cyrus, imprefled with
the danger he had run, and the igno-
miny he had endured, bent his whole
thoughts to fecure himfelf, by levying
an army againft his brother. -

Philotas being fufpected as acceﬁ'ory
to a confpiracy formed againft Alexan-
der the Great, was roughly queftioned
upon that fufpicion; but at laft was

difmiffed
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difmiffed by Alexander, declaring he
‘was fatisfied of his innqcence. Upon
this Quintus Curtius obferves *, That
Alexander would have acted more pru-
dently, to diffemble his fufpicions al-
together, than to leave Philotas at li-
berty to doubt of his mafter’s friendthip,
and of his own fafety.

Upon a like occafion, our King Wil-
Jiam acted a different part, with general
approbation. After the revolution, let-
ters were intercepted from the Farl of
Godolphin to the dethroned King. This
was a crime againft the ftate, but not
a crime to be athamed of. The Earl,
at the fame time, was a man of appro-
ved virtue.  Thefe circumftances
prompted the followmg courfe. The
King, in a private conference, produ-
ced the Earl’s letters to him; commend-
ed his zeal for his for'rrier'ma&er, how-
ever blind ‘it might be; expreflfed a
fondnefs to have the Earl for his friend,
and with the fame breath burnt the

- # Lib, 6. cap. 8.
letters,
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letters, that the Earl might not be un-
der any conftraint. This act of gene-
rofity gained the Earl’s heart, and his
faithful fervices ever after. The cir-
cumftances here made the Earl certain
of the King’s fincerity : at the fame
time, the burning of the letters, which
were the only evidence againft him,
placed him in abfolute fecurity, and

left no motive to action but gratitude
only.
97-

A diamond of beauty and luftre, ob-
ferving at his fide in the fame cabinet,
not only many other gems, but even a.
loadftone, began to queftion the latter
how he came there, he who appeared
to be no better than a mere flint, afor- °
ry rufty-looking pebble, without the
leaft fhining quality to advance him to
fuch honour ; and concluded with de-
firing him to keep his diftance, and to
pay a proper refpe@ to his fuperiors.

I find, faid the loadftone, that you judge
by
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by external appearances ; and it is your

intereft that others fhould form their

judgment by the fame rule. I muft
‘own, I have nothing to boaft of in that
refpect ; but I may venture to fay, that
I make amends for my outward defeéts
by my inward qualities. The great im-
provement of navigation is owing to
me: it is owing to me, that the diftant
- parts of the world are known and ac-

ceffible to_ each other ; that the remo-

" teft nations are connected together, and
all in a manner united into one common
fociety; that by mutual intercourfe
they relieve each other’s wants, and all
enjoy the feveral bleflings peculiar to
each. Great Britain is indebted to me
for her ‘wealth, her fplendor, and her

. power ; and the Arts and Sciences are in

a great meafure indebted to me for their

late improvements, and for their hopes

of being further improved. 1 am wil-
ling to allow you your due praife: you
are a pretty bauble ; I am delighted to
fee you glitter and fparkle ; but I muft

be convinced that you -are- of - fome ufe-

before

[ S g
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before I acknowledge ‘that you have a-
ny real merit, or treat you with that
refpe@ which you demand.
98.
The inhabitants of a greattown offer-

ed Marfhal de Turenne 100,000 crowns,

upon condition he would take another
road, and not march his troops their
way. He anfwered them, ¢ As your
¢ town is not in. the road ¥ intend to"
¢ march, I cannot accept the money

* % you offer me.”

The Earl of Derby, in the reign of
Edward-III. making a’ defcent in Gui- .
enne, carried by ftorm the town of
Bergerac ; which was given up to be
plundered. A Welch knight happen-
ed by chance to light upon the recei-
ver’s office. He found there fuch a
quantity of money, that he thought
himfelf obliged to acquaint his gene-
ral with it, imagining, that fo greata
booty naturally belonged to him. But

' Y he
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he was agreeably furprifed, when the
FEarl told him, with a pleafant counte-
nance, that he withed him joy of his
good fortune, and that he did not make
the keeping his word to depend upon
the great or little value of the thlng he
had promifed.

" In thefiege of Falifci by Camillus ge-
neral of the Romans, the {choolmafter

of the town, who had the children of
~ the fenators under his care, led them
abroad, under the pretext of recreation,
and carried them to the Roman camp,
faying to Camillus, That by this artifice
he had delivered Falifci into his hands.

Camillus abhorring  this treachery, ob-

ferved, ¢ That there were laws for -

““war, as well as for peace; and that
- ¢ the Romans were taught to make
“ war with integrity, not lefs than
¢ with courage.” He ordered the
{choolmafter to be ftripped, his hands
to be bound behind his back, and to be
delivered to the boys to be lafhed- back
into the town. The Falerians, for-

merly

A mt - -
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merly obftinate in refiftance, ftruck
with an a& of juftice fo illuftrious, de-
bivered themfelves up to the Romans;
convinced, that they would be far bet-
ter to have the Romans for their allies,
than their enemies. .

oo

A hermit dwelt in a cave near the

- fummit of a lofty mountain, fronr

whence -he furveyed a large extent both
of fea and land. He fat one evening,
contemplating with pleafure the various
obje(ts that lay before him. The woods
were drefled in the brighteft verdure,
the thickets adorned with the gayelt
bloffoms ; the birds caroled beneath the
branches, the lambs frolicked around -
the meads, the peafant whiftled at his .
team, and the fhips, moved by gentle
gales,. were returning into their har-
bours. The arrival of {pring had enli-

vened the whole fcene ; and every ob- = -

Ject yielded a difplay either of beauty or
of happinefs. ' .
' Y 2 On:

3
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On a fudden arofe a violent ftorm ;
“the winds muftered all their fury, and
whole foreits of oak lay fcattered on
the ground. Darknefs fucceeded : hail-
ftones and rain were poured down in
cataralts, and lightening and thunder
added horror to the gloom. And now
the fea, piled up in mountains, bore a-
loft the largeft veflels,. while the uproar
of its waves drowned the fhrieks of the
wretched mariners. 'When the tempeft
had exhaufted its fury, it was inftantly
followed by the fthock of an earthquake.
The poor inhabitants of the neigh~
bouring villages flocked to our hermit’s
cave, fully convinced that his known
fan@ity would prote&t them in their di-
ftrefs. They were not a little furprifed
at the profound tranquillity which ap-
peared in his countenance. My friends,
faid he, be not difmay’d. Terrible to
me, as to you, would have been this
war of elements ; but I have meditated
with attention on the various works of
Providence, and reft fecure that his
goodnefs is equal to his power.
‘ ‘ 100,
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100.

The oftrich one day met the pelicany
and obferving her breaft all bloody,
Good God ! fays fhe, what accident has.
befallen you? Be not furprifed, replied

the pelican, no accident has befallen me,,

nor indeed any thing more than: com-
mon. Ihave only been engaged in feed-
ing my dear little ones with blood from
my bofom. Your anfwer, returned the-
oftrich, aftonifhes me ftill more than:
the horrid figure you make.. Is it your-
practice tofacrifice yourfelf in this cruel

‘manner to the importunate cravings of
~ your young-ones? I know not which to:

pity moft, your mifery or your folly..
Be advifed by me ; have fome regard for-
yourfclf, and leave off this barbarous:
cuftom of mangling your own body for-

- the fake of your children.. Follow my
example. I lay my eggs upon the-

ground, and juft cover them with fand::

‘the warmth of the fun- hatches them,

and in due tune the young-ones come-
Y3 : forth..

4
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forth. I give myfelf no trouble about
them, and I neither know nor care what
- *becomes of them. Unhappy wretch,
fays the pelican, who hardeneft thyfelf
againft thy own offspring, who knoweft
not the {weets of a parent’s anxiety, 'the
tender delight of a mother’s fufferings!
It is not I, but thou, that art cruel to
thy own flelh. Thy infenfibility may
exempt thee from an inconfiderable pain;
but it makes thee inattentive to an ef-
fential duty, and incapable of relifhing
the pleafure that attends it ; a pleafure
the moft exquifite that nature hath given,
in which pain itfelf is loft, or ferves te
he:ghten the enjoyment.

IOr.

A ftork and a crow had once a ftrong
contention, which of them ftood higheft
in the favour of Jupiter. The crow ur-
ged his fkill in omens, his infallibility in
prophecies, and his great ufe to the
priefts in their facrifices. The ftork
pleaded his’ blamelefs life, the care he

: took

L. -
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- took of his offspring, and the aﬁ'd%arrce

he gave his parents under the infirmities
‘of age. It hdPpened, as generally in reli~
gious difputes, that neither of them

‘could confute the other ; and they there-

fore.agreed to refer the decifion to Ju-~
piter himfelf; who fpoke as follows.
Let none of my creatures defpair of my

- regard: I know their weaknefs; I pity

their errors; and whatever is well
meant, I accept as intended. Yet fa-
ctifices or ceremonies are in themfelves.
of no importance; and every attempt”
to penetrate the coundfels of the Deity, is

_not lefs vain than prefumptuous: but

he who honeurs and reverences the Al-
mighty, who leads the moft temperate .
life, and does the moft good in propor-
tion to his abilities, ftands the higheft in
the favour of i:is creator, becaufe he beft
anfwers the end of his creation.

102,
A diamhond happened one evening to

fall from the folitaire of a young lady
: - as
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as fhe was walking in her g’arderi. A glow=

worm,who had beheld it fparkle in itsde- -

{cent,began tomock andinfultit when its
Juftre was eclipfed by night, ¢ Art thou
¢ that wendrous thing that vaunteft of
¢ fuch brightnefs? Where is now thy
¢ boafted brilliancy ! Inan evil hour has
¢ fortune thrown thee within my fupe-
¢ rior "blaze.” Conceited infe&, re-
plied the gem, that oweft thy feeble
glimmer to darknefs: know, my luftre
bears the teft of day, and derives its
beauty from that light which difcovers
. thee to be but a dark and paltry worm.

103,

-~ Proculeius, a Roman knight, and a-
friend of Auguftus, obtained eternal
glory by his affection for his two bro-
thers. Upon the death of his father:,
he communicated to his two brothers

Murena and Scipio an equal fhare of the-

paternal eftate : and they having loft alt
dn the civil war, he again fhared with
them all that he had, This s, the fame

" Proculeius.

/

.
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Proculeius that is celebrated by Horace :

Vivet extento Proculeius «vo,
- Notus in fratres animi paterni.

104.

A fox clofely purfued by a pack of
dogs, took fhelter under a bramble.
Rejoicing in this afylum, he for a while
lay very fnug: but found, that if he at-

. tempted to ftir, he was wounded by

thorns and prickles. However, making
a virtue of neceflity, he forbore to
complain, refleting, that good .and
evil are' mixed, and often flow from
the fame fountain. Thefe briars, in«
deed, faid he, will tear my fkin, but
they preferve my life from danger : for

‘the fake then of the good, let me bear

the evil with patience.

105.

Cyrus one day beingreproached by
Creefus for his profufion, a calculation
was made to how much his treafure

might
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might have amounted had he been more
fparing of t. To jullifyhis liberality,
Cyrus fent difpatches to every perfon he
had particularly obliged,requefting them
to fupply him W1th as much money as
they could, for a preﬂmg occafion, and
to fend hun a note of what every one
could advance. When all thefe notes
came to Cyrus, it appeared that the
fum-total far furpafled the calculation

made by Creefus. ~ I am not,” faid .

he, “lefs in love with riches than other
¢ princes ; but a better manager of them.
¢ You fee at how low a price I have ac-
¢.quired many friends, an invaluable
¢treafure. My money, at the fame
¢ time; in the hands of thefe friends, is
““ not lefs at my command than in my.
¢ treafury.”

106.

A certain rat dwelling near a granary,

found a hole where he entered and reti- -

red at pleafure. . It gives no joy to live
alone. The generous creature affem-~
bled
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bled all the rats in the neighbourhood,
‘and there kept open table like a great
lord. They had vowed a thoufand times,
that their friendfhip was to have noend;
and who would fufpe¢ fuch joyous
companions of lying? But this life was
too good to laft. The'proprietor of the
granary difcovered the hole, and clofed
it up hard and faft. Our rat being thus
reduced to his thifts, Happily, fays he, I
have acquired friends, who will relieve
me in my diftrefs. Knocking at the
door of one of them, he was refufed
entrance ; and he made the entireround

with no bettel fuccefs. One ftranger,

rat, only, charitably inclined, admitted
him, and treated him as a brother. I
defpifed, fays he, your treafures and

your luxury, but I refpect you diftrefs ¢

be my gueft: I have little, but that
little will fuffice. I rely upon tempe-
rance ; but foolifh he muft be who relies

on the friend of profperity : they come
and walk off together.

- ) o : 1070
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107.

Clodius, Tribune of the Roman
people, bearing refentment againft Pro-
Tomy King of Cyprus, obtained a decree
of the people, depofing King Ptolomy,
and confifcating all his goods. His im-
menfe wealth was the prevailing mo-
tive, without the leaft colour of juftice.
Ptolomy informed of the decree, wis
in defpair. To refift the Roman power
~ he was unable, and to be lefs than a king
he could not bear. Refolving therefore
to make his riches, his life, and his reign,

end together, he put all on fhipboard,
and lanched out into the fea, purpofing
to fink to the bottom, by bonng a hole
in the thip. But at the point of execu-
tion he turned faint-hearted; not for
himfelf, but for his dear gold which
he could not bear to deftroy with his
own hands. He returned to land, and
having carefully replaced all in his trea-
fury, he, with great coolnefs, put an
end to his life by poifon, leaving all his
riches
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riches to his enemies, a$ if to reward

- them for their cruelty and injuftice.

108,

A covetous wretch turned his effects
into gold, melted the gold down, and
buried it in the ground. He was traced
vifiting it every morning, and betwixt
vifits it was carried- off every ounce. In
anguifh and defpair, he was accofted by
a neighbour in the following words:

¢ Why all thisrage ! A man cannot be"

¢ faid to lofe what he never enjoyed :.
¢ and if the bare poffeflion be fufficient,
¢¢ it is but fuppofing the gold there, and
¢ all is well again.”

109.

The Prince of Wales named the Black
Prince, who diftinguifhed himfelf by
his conduét and bravery in the battle of
Poictiers, was not lefs admired, after
the victory, for his modeft and generous
behaviour to his prifoner King john.

Z The
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The evening after the battle, the Prince
refufed to fit down with the Kingat fup- .
per, but attended him to entertain him '
with difcourfe. As the King’s thoughts
were wholly employed about his prefent
" misfortune, the Prince faid to him, ina
- modeft and unaffe¢ted manner, ¢ That his
¢ Majefty had one greatreafonto be com-
¢« forted; which was, that the battle w:s"
¢¢ not loft by his fault ; that the Englith,
¢ totheir coft, had experienced him to be '
¢ the braveft of princes; and that God
¢« alone had difpofed of the wictory. |
“ And,” continued he, ¢ if Fortune.
¢ have been your adverfary, you may
. ¢ at leaft reft fecure, thatan inviolable
¢ regard fhall be preferved for your per- L
e fon and that you fhall experience in
‘“ me a very refpectful relation, if I may
‘“ glory in that title.” The King, upon
this, recovering himfelf, turned to the
Prince, and faid, withan air of fatisfac- {
tion, ¢ That fince it was his deftiny to’
¢ be:vanquithed and taken in an action. "
{

¢ wherein he had done nothing urbeco-:
“ mmg his chara&er, he found- great.
Loia ¢ comfort



T W e e eeE

[ 267 ]

« comfort in falling into the hands of
¢ the moft valiant and generous prince
¢“alive.” It is faid," that when King
FEdward, father to the Prince, received
the news of this battle, he declared, that
his fatisfaction at fo glorious a victory

* was not comparable to what he had

from the generous behaviour of his fon.

-

110,

A contented country-moufe had onee

“the honour to receive a vifit from an .
. . old acquaintance bred up at court. The

. country-moufe, fond to ertertain her

_gueft, fet before her the beft cheefe and

. bacon her cottage afforded.: If the re-
~ . paft was homely, the welcome was hear-

- ty: they chatted away the evening a-

_greeably, and then retired to reft. The

next morning the gueft, inftead of ta-
king her leave, kindly preffed her coun-
try-friend to .accompany her; fetting
forth in pompous terms the elegance
and plenty in which they lived at court.

" They fet out together, and though it

Z 2 was
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was late in the evening when they ar-
rived at the palace, they found the re-
mains of a fumptuous entertainment ;
plenty of creams, jellies, and fweet-
meats: the cheefe was Parmefan, and
they fok’d their whifkers in exquifite
champaign. But they were not far ad-
vanced in their repaft, when they were
alarmed with the barking and fcratching
of a lap-dog. Beginning again, the
mewing of a cat frighted them almoft
to death.” This was fcarce over when a
train of fervants burfting into the room,
fweep’d away all in an inftant. Ah!
my dear friend, faid the country-moufe,
fo foon as fhe received courage to {peak,
if your fine living be thus interrupted
with fears and dangers, let me return
to my plain food and my peaceful cot-
tage ; for what is elegance without eafe,
or plenty with an aching heart ?

111 ¥,

A young gentleman in the ftreets of
Paris, being interrupted by a coach in
: his

* ERraTUM. Move 511, to L 16, inp. 94.
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his paffage, ftruck the coachman. A
tradefman, from his fhop, cried out,
What ! beat the Marfhal de Turenne’s
people! Hearing that name, the gen-
tleman, quite out of countenance, flew
to the coach to make his excufe. The
Marfhal faid, fmiling, You underftand,
Sir, how to corre fervants; allow me
to fend mine to you when they do amifs.

. The Marfhal being one day alene ina
“box of the playhoufe, fome gentlemen.
came in, who, not knowing him, would
oblige him to yield his feat in the firft
row. They had the infolence, upon his.
refufal, to throw his hat and gloves up-
on the ftage. The Marfhal, without
being moved, defired a lord of the firft.
quality to hand them up to him.. The
I gentlemen finding who he was, blufthed,,
and would have retired ; but he, with
l much good humour, intreated them to
ftay, faying, That if they would fit clofe,
there-was room enough for them all.,

Z 3 . 124
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An afs who lived in the fame family
with a favourite lap-dog, imagined he
would obtain an equal fhare of favour -
by imitating the little dog’s playful
tricks. Accordingly he began to frifk
about before his mafter, kicking up his
heels, and braying affectedly, to thow his
drollery and good-humour. This un- °
ufual behaviour could not fail of raifing
much laughter ; which being miftaken
by the afs for approbation, he proceed-
ed to leap upon his mafter’s breaft, and
to lick his face very lovingly. But he
was prefently convinced by a good cud- -
‘ gel that the fureft may to gain efteem,
is for every man to a fuitably to his
own genius and character.

113.

A pragmatical jacdaw was vain e-
nough to imagine, that he wanted no-
thing but the drefs to rival the peacock.

Pufted
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Puffed up with this conceit, he dreffed
himfelf in their feathers; and in this
borrowed garb, forfaking his old com-
panions, pretended to affociate with the
peacocks. The offended peacocks, {trip-
-ping ofl his trappings, drove him back
to his brethren; who refufed to receive
him. And by this means he was juftly
punithed with derifion from all quarters.

A frog ftruck with the majefty of an
ox, endeavoured to expand herfelf to
.the fame portly magnitude. After
much puffing and fwelling, ¢ What think
“ you, fifter; will this do?” Far from
it. ¢ Will this?” By no means. ¢ But
¢ this furely will?”> Nothing like it.
In fhort, after many ridiculous efforts
to the fame fruitlefs purpofe, the fimple
frog burft her fkin, and expired upon
the {pot. .

An eagle, from the top of a moun-
tain, made a ftoop at a lamb, pounced
it, and bore it away to her young. A
crow, obferving what paffed, was am-

bitious
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bitious of performing the fame exploit;
and darting from her neft, fixed her ta-
lons in the fleece of another lamb. But
neither able to move her prey, nor dif~
intangle her feet, fhe was taken by the
_fhepherd, and carried home for his chil-
dren to play with; who eagerly inqui-
ring what bird it was, An hour ago; faid
he, fhe fancied herfelf an eagle; fhe is
" now, I fuppofe, convinced that fhe is
but a crow. s

114.

Artaxerxes Mnemon flying from his
- ‘enemies, being reduced for a dinner to
dry figs and barley-bread ; “ How much
¢ pleafure,” faid he, * have I been ig-
¢ norant of |”

. Dionyfius the tyrant being entertain-
ed- by the Lacedemonians, exprefled
fome difguft at their black broth. ‘No
wonder, faid one of them, for it wants
its feafoning. What feafoning? faid
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the tyrant. Labour, replied the other,
joined with hunger and thirit.

Timotheus the Athenian general fup-
ping with Plato, was entertained with
a frugal meal and much improving dif-
courfe. Meeting Plato afterwards, .
Your fuppers, faid he, are not only plea- -
fant at the time, but equally fo the next
day.

Plato feeing the Agrigentines build-
ing at great expence, and fupping at
great expence, faid, The Agrigentines
build as if they were to live for ever,
and fup as if it were to be their laft.

118,

- When - Dion had refcued Syracufe
from flavery, Heraclides his declared e-
nemy became his humble fupplicant for
mercy. Dien was exhorted not to fpare
a turbulent and wicked ‘man, who
had brought his ceuntry almoft to
‘ruin. Dion anfwered, ¢ Thofe who
¢ are
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¢ are bred up to arms feldom think of
“ any ftudy but that of war. 1 was
¢ educated in the academy, and my
¢ chief ftudy was, to conquer anger,
¢“ revenge, envy, obftinacy, plagues
¢ that corrupt the human heart. The
¢« true teft of fuch victory, is not kind-
.4 nefs to friends and to good men, but
¢ lenity to wicked men that are our
¢ enemies. It is my refolution to o-
¢ vercome, Heraclides, not by power .
¢ and prudence, but by humanity. Nor
.. % is any man fo perverfe or wicked, as
: ¢ not to yield at length to good treat-
« ment.”’

Henry Duke of Saxony was by nature
. fierce and haughty, eager in his purfuits,
impatient of difappointment or control.
This temper was foftered by bad educa-
tion. So foon as he could reflet; ke
reflected that he was a fovereign, and he
was ever foothed in the notions that a
prince is above all law. At the fame
~time he was inclined to the’ principles
of juftice and honour, where his paflions
did
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did not oppofe ; and he had a profound
awe for the fupreme being, which, by
his wicked life, deviated into fuperfti-
tion. The outrages committed by this
prince were without end; every thing-
was facrificed to his luft, cruelty, and
ambition ; and at his court, beauty,
riches, honours, became the greateft
misfortunes. His horrid enormities
filled him with fufpicion : if a grandee-
abfented, it was for leifure to form
plots; if he was fubmiffive and obe-
dient, it was diflimulation merely. Thus
did the prince live wofully folitary, in
the midft of fancied fociety ; at enmity
with every one, and leaft of all at peace:
with himfelf ; finning daily, repenting
daily ; feeling the agonies of reproving
confcience, which haunted him waking,
and left him not when afleep.

. In a melancholy fit, under the impref-
fions of a wicked action recently perpe-

" trated, he dreamed that the tutelar angel

of the country ftood before him with

“anger in his looks, mixed with fome de-

gree of pity. Ill-fated wretch, faid the
T apparition,
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apparition, liften to-the awful command :
T bear. The Ahmorhty, unw:llmg to
cut thee off in the fulnefs of iniquity,
~has fent me to give thee warning. Up- .
on this the angel reached a fcroll of pa-
per, and vanithed. The fcroll contain-
ed the following words, After fix.
Here the dream ended for the 1mpref
fion it made broke his 1e& The. prince
awaked in the greateft confternation,
"deeply ftruck with the vifion: He was
convinced that the whole was from
God, to prepare him for death; which
he concluded was to “happen in fix
months, -perhaps .in fix days; and that
this time was. allotted him to make his
peacewith his maker by an unfeigned re-
pentance for all his crimes. How idle
and unpleafant feemed now thofe ob-
jects which he formerly purfued at the
expence of 1e11g10n and humanity!
Where is now that 'luft of command,
which occafioned fo much bloodfhed ;
that cruel malice and envy againft every»
, contending power; that fufpicious jea~ -
loufy, the caufe of much imaginary trea-
fon ;
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fon; furies foftered in his bofom, prey-

. ing inceffantly upon his vitals, and yet

g

darlings of his foul? Happy expulfion,
if not fucceeded by the- greateﬂ: of all
furies, black défpair. - -

* Thus, in the utmoft torments of
mind, fix days, fix"weeks, and fix months
pafled away ; but death did not follow.
And now he concluded, that fix years
were to be the period of his miferable
life. By this time the violence of -the
tempeft was over. Hitherto he had
fequeftered himfelf from mankind, and
had fpent in abftinence and private wor-
fhip, the fhort time he thought allotted
him. Now began he to form refolu-
tions of a more thorough repentance ;
now was he fixed to do good, as for-
merly he had done mifchief, with all his
heart. The fuppofed fhortnefs of his -
warning had hitherto not left it in his
power to repair the many injuries he
had committed, which was the weigh-
tieft load upon his mind. Now was he
refolved to make the moft ample repa-
ration.

Aa If:
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In this ftate, where hope prevailed,

and fome beams of funfhine appeared
breaking threugh the cloud, he addrefi~

~ ° ed himfelf to his maker, in the follow-

ing terms. ‘¢ O thou glorious and om-
‘¢ nipotent being, parent and preferver
¢ of all things ! how lovely art thou in
¢ peace and recanciliation! but oh!
¢ how terrible to the workers of ini-
“gquity! While iy hands are lifted
¢ up, how doth my heart tremble ! for
% manifold have been my. tranfgreflions.
« Headlong driven by impetuous paf-
“ fion, I deferted the path of virtue,
“ and  wandered through every fort of
“ jniquity. Trampling confcience un-
¢« der foot, Ifurrendered myfelf to de-
¢ lufions, which, under the colour of .
¢ good, abandoned me ftill to mifery
¢“and remorfe. Happy only if at any
¢ moment an offended confcience could
“ be laid afleep. But what fource of
¢ happinefs in doing good, and in feel-
% ing the calm funthine of virtue and
¢“ honour! O my confcience! when
‘“ thou art a fnend what imports it
¢ who.
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- ¢ who is an enemy ! when thou lookeft

¢« dreadful, where are they fled, all the
¢ bleflings, all the amufements of life
¢ Thanks to a fuperabundant mercy,
¢ that hath not abandoned me to repro-
¢ bation, but hath indulged a longer
¢ day for repentance. Good God! the
¢ lathes of agonizing remorfe let me ne-
¢ ver more feel ; be,it now my only
« concern in this life, to eftablith with
“my confcience a faithful correfpond-

~ ¢ ence. My inordinate paflions, thofe

¢ deluding inchanters, root thou out;
“ for the work is too mighty for my
“ weak endeavour. And oh! mould
¢« thou my foul into that moderation of
¢ defire, and juft balance of affection,
¢ without which no enjoyment is folid,
¢ no pleafure unmixed with pain. Here-
¢ after let it not be fufficient to be

-« quiet and inoff¢nfive; but fince gra-

“ cioufly to my life thou haft added
¢ many days, may all be {pent in doing
¢ good ; let that day be deemed loft,

-¢ which fees me not employed in fome

“ work beneficial to my fubjes, or to
Aaz  “mankind;
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"¢ mankind ; that at laft I may lay me
“ down in peace, comforted if I have
« not proved in every refpet anunpm-
¢ fitable fervant.”

- His' firt endeavours were, to r.egam
the confidence of his nobles, and love of
his people. 'With-unremitting applica- -
tion he attended to their good; and
foon felt that fatisfaction in confidering
himfelf as their father, which he never \
knew when he confidered them as his
flaves. N..w began he to relith the
pleafure:f focial intercourfe, of which
pride and jealoufy had made him hither-
to infenfible. - He had thought friend=
thip a chimera, devifed to impofe upon
mankind. - Convinced now of its reali- -
ty, the cultivation of it was one of his
chief objeéts. Man he found to be a be-
ing haneft and faithful, deferving efteem,
and capable of friendthip; hitherto he
had judged of others by the corrupt e~ .
motions of his own heart. Well he re-
membered his many gloomy moments .
of difguft-and remorfe, his fpleen and
bad humour, Lhe never-faxlmg attend= -
S ants-- -
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ants of vice and debauchery. Fearful
to expofe his wicked purpofes, and
dreading every fearching eye, he had e-
ftranged himfelf from the world ; and
what could he expe&, confcious as he

- was ofa depraved heart, but averfion and

horror? Miferable is that ftate, cut off

- from all comfort, in which an unhappy
mortal’s chief concern is to fly from

man, becaufe every man is his enemy.

After tafting of this mifery, how did he

blefs the happy change! Now always
cabm and ferene, diffufive benevolence
gilded every thought of his heart, and
action of his life. It was how his de-
light to be feen, and to lay open his
whole foul for in it dwelt harmony
and peace.

Fame, now his friend, blazed his vir-
tues all around ; and now in diftant re-

gions was the good prince known, where

his vices had never reached. Among
his virtues, an abfolute and pure difin-
tereftednefs claimed every where the’
chief place. In all difputes, he was the
conftant mediator betwixt fovereigns,
Aaj and
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and betwixt them and their fubjeds;
and he gained more authority over neigh-
bouring princes by efteem and reve-
rence, than they had over their own fub-
jects.

In this manner elapfed the fix years,
till the fatal period came. The vifion

“was fulfilled ; but very differently from

what was expe&ed For at this precife
period, a vacancy happeming, he was un-
animoully chofen Emperor of Germany.

. 5
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